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notorious heretic (Dorries). The holy church teacher, who brags: 
"We are Christians and know how to appreciate the good news 
of the Savior-, is called out by Christians of other faiths: -This is 
the vomit and the sputum of the heretics-; he hisses, -that their 
doctrine provokes everything to vomit-, that they carry this 
doctrine around with them -like dirt in their pockets and spit it out 
like a snake its poison-. The Arians even surpassed the betrayal of 
the Jews with their slander of Christ. Worse could hardly be said. 
And -so the unfortunate ones go about like beetles [!] and with their 
father, your devil [!], seek pretexts for their godlessness", 
borrowing from the Jews noble lustrations, "the godlessness of the 
Gentiles". 

For Athanasius is not only the courageous defender of 
orthodoxy ... the most successful literary advocate of the Nicene 
faith, no, Athanasius also justifies Christianity in the face of 
paganism and Jtidentism ... in 
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profoundly and happily". In other words, the advocate of vera 
fides, the great spiritual power in the ecclesiastical life of his time 
(Lippl), also throws mud at Jews and Gentiles like everything 
that does not suit him. The madness of the Arians is -Jewish, - 
Judaism under the name of Christianity, -the perversity of the 
present Jews". Arians do the same as "the Jews" who sought to 
kill the Lord, who 

-are "even worse than the devil". And the heathen likewise 
speak -with a slanderous tongue-, are "darkened-, "foolish-, - 
drunk and blind", full of -unknowledge-, -stupidity-, -idolatry-, 
" idolatry-, 

-forsaking God-, "godlessness-, -lies-, they must be -put to 
shame- et cetera, et cetera.*- 

We are already familiar with this Christian zealotry and 
slobbering against every other faith, and it remains the same 
throughout the ages. The fact that Athanasius is not only 
unscrupulous, but possibly even believes much of what he 
preaches, makes everything rather worse, more dangerous, 
promotes fanaticism even more, the intolerance, obstinacy, self- 
righteousness of someone who never doubts himself, perhaps 
not even his cause, his 
-Right-. 

The scandalous election of the saint had led to the installation 
of an opposing bishop and to such street battles in many places 
that Emperor Constantine 33z lamented in a letter to the 
Catholics of Alexandria the pitiful spectacle of the children of 
God, who were not a hair's breadth better than the pagans! A 
delegate of Athanasius, the presbyter Makarios, smashed the 
bishop's chair in the Meletian church of Mareotis and overturned 
the altar, smashing a communion chalice to pieces. And 
Athanasius himself continued his own "policy of frustration" by 
beating, imprisoning and expelling the Meletians. (Only recently 
discovered papyrus letters prove these accusations to be well- 
founded). But Joannes Archaph, Meletius' successor, even 
claimed that Bishop Arsenius had been tied to a pillar and burned 
alive on Athanasius’ orders. As a result, the saint was forced to 
stand trial at court and before 
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two synods. He still managed to do so before the emperor. 
However, he did not appear before a synod held in Caesarea, 
Palestine, in the spring of 335. And before the imperial synod in 
Tyre in the summer of 335, where the events surrounding his 
election were incriminated, including the taxation of his huge 
church province, disregard for the Synod of Caesarea, a wide range 
of illegal activities, fornication and others*, he even 
presented a severed hand of the murdered Arsenius. 

He was then confronted by an imperial threatening letter, 
together with many prelates and the man who had been 
pronounced dead himself (who was also able to show his 
unharmed hand). But the opposing bishops only called him a 
"sorcerer", spoke of "deception" and prepared to "tear him apart 
and slaughter him" (Theodoret). 

In truth, the synodal mission of inquiry - which the imperial 
comes Dionysius did not lead, as Athanasius claims, but, in order 
to at least prevent the worst, supervised as ordered without, in all 
likelihood, taking part - ‘really endeavored’, according to a 
modern theologian, to shed light on the dark matter. Statements 
were also recorded that did not correspond with the indictment. - 
Although this destroyed the legend of the act of violence during the 
service, it only confirmed the fact of the intrusion, the throwing 
of the altar by Macarius and the breaking of the chalice" 
{Schneemelcher). Athanasius then secretly left the city to avoid 
subjugation. However, the A rians or (and) Eusebians did not 
recognize his death around zo. September and confirmed by 
Constantine as lawful; until Constantius’ death, it formed the legal 
basis for action against the hierarch. However, court bishop Euseb, 
one of Athanasius’ mortal enemies, now gained more and more 
influence over the emperor, especially through his half-sister 
Constantia, a convinced Christian and follower of Arius. Euseb now 
systematically removed his opponents from the saddles, so that the 
Arians (many of whom, especially the most influential ones, no 
longer advocated the original teachings of Arius, but also did 
not reject the 
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Formula of Nicaea), increasingly dominated the field and the 
bishops of the Catholics were forced into union, including 
Athanasius, who is said to have recently threatened a dockers' 
strike, a blockade of the Egyptian grain harvests. Constantine, 
whose sympathy for the Catholics had gradually cooled, 
deposed him without interrogation, even without listening 
to the pleas of the highly saintly Antoriius, dni7 . November, 
one week 

after his arrival in Constantinople, to the other end of the 
Roman empire, to Trier (always choosing the purest of exile 
places for clerics).*" 

However, he ordered the bishop of the capital to enter into 
communion with Arius. But in Constantinople, Paulos, a close 
and scarcely less brutal friend of Athanasin, had been sitting in 
the patriarchal see since 336. And it was in Constantinople in 
336, immediately before his readmission to the church, that 
Arius suddenly died a mysterious death in the street; allegedly 
on his way to communion, but perhaps only on his way home: 
for the Catholics a judgment of God, for the Arians murder. 
Twenty years later, Athanasius claimed in an untruthfully 
detailed story that Arius had died in answer to the prayers of the 
local bishop: In the middle of a public abortion he burst apart 
and disappeared in the )also - an "ugly legend" (Kiihncr), a tall 
tale- (Kraft), -which has since become part of the ironclad 
bcestand of popular polemics, but to the critical reader appears at 
most as an account of a murder- (Lietzniann)." 

Anyone who literally drags a dead enemy into the koi in this 
way is capable of ahcm, not only as a cixchenpol c'kcr, but also as 
a church writer. It is true that an expert such as Schwartz attests 
to his -stylistic incapacity-, and Duchesne dryly comments: "It 
was not his fault that he could write ...- But the -father of 
orthodoxy-, also -father of scientific theology- (Dietrich), the 
Doctor of the Church honored with the attribute -the Great", 
possessed a qiiasi-literary talent: he was a great faecist before the 
Lord. He did not decorate his Vita Antonii (which played a role 
in Augustine's conversion) with a blog, 
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He was the model for all Greek and Latin saints and for centuries 
inspired the East and West for monasticism!) with ever more stupid 
miracles, but also forged documents in the worst style, so to speak. 
Is it surprising that, of all things, countless writings were forged 
under the name of the famous forger? (The theologian v. 
Campenhausen prefers to say: -put under the protection of his 
name" ...") 

-"Leave to the living a memory worthy of your walk, most 
venerable father!" St. Basil once urged St. Athanasius. And he 
left behind ... Forgeries on the one hand to defame Arius, on the 
other to justify himself. 

A long epistle, declared to be a letter from Emperor 
Constantine to Arius and the Arians, was written at least in large 
part by our Doctor of the Church. In it, he showers Arius - who is 
also intellectually superior to him - with a flood of outrageous 
invective: -Gal-  genstriek-, -Wammergestalt-, Gottloser, 
Boshafrer, Hinterlisti- ger", -Boswicht-, -Liigenmaul-, -Narr- 
and so on. And in another letter, written by Athanasiuc, fifteen 
years after Constantine's end, entirely under his name, he 
wanted to see all those who kept even one of Arius' writings put 
to death immediately - without appeal and act of grace! 

A letter from Constantine to the Council of Tyr-- (381, which 
Athanasius was legally deposed, the Doctor of the Church falsified 
twice. 

The fact that the first Christian ruler, who was highly honored by 
every Christian, had been his opponent may have been suspected 
by the patriarch and perceived as a serious flaw. Thus, in 
Constantine's letter to the Council, he carefully softened the 
ruler's harsh judgment and presented it primarily as the result of 
political slander. Furthermore, in this first version, contained in his 
-Apofogia contra Arianos, an extensive collection of documents 
and explanatory notes: about a decade after Constantine's death, 
his ecclesiastical-political position was 
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still generally known. In the later Synodicum, however, when 
no more eyewitnesses could accuse Athanasius of lying, he 
communicates the letter in a completely different way, the 
emperor virtually declares it: 
"We saw the man so degraded and humiliated that we were seized 
with inexpressible pity for him, knowing that this was that 
Athanasius whose holy sight [!] is capable of drawing even the 
pagans to reverence before the World God. St. Falsifier let the 
emperor continue to declare that bad men had slandered him, 
Athanasius, but that the whole falsehood had been refuted, -and 
after he had been found innocent in all those matters, he was 
sent with the greatest possible honor by us to his ownB homeland 
and returned in peace to the Orthodox people whom he governs *. 
In fact, Athanasius, who did not shy away from any other 
"forgery" (Klein), only came to Alczan as a result of the change 
of throne after Constantine's death on z3. November 317 to 
Alczan- 


e ECHLACH FIELD- ALEXANDRIA UNDER 
THE OATRIARS ETHANASIUS AND G 
REGORIOS 


Athanasius’ dismissal in June from the western capital of Trier, 
which had received him triumphantly and spoiled him 
accordingly, was Constantine II's first act of regicide - "a serious 
breach of the law and a grave insult not only to Constantius, but 
also to the bishops who held the primal council in Tyre" 
(Schwartz). (Athanasius naturally thought about synods as he 
did about violence. Synods were always good, they spoke in his 
favor, the causa Athariasii, whereby he always claimed credit 
for the majority. -If you compare number with number, then the 
synods of Nicaea are in the majority compared to the particular 
synods ...-Or: -The Urreil in our favor 
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more than 300 bishops agreed (in Serdica] ... - And while there 
was a reasonable reason for Nicaea, the synods of the Arians 
were only forcibly assembled out of hatred and 
quarrelsomeness). The Hainite used his long journey to make 
peace in Asia Minor and Syria in his own way, thus helping the 
Catholics to regain power. Therefore, after his promotional tour, 
there were opposing bishops, discord and new divisions 
everywhere. Because: -Where there were opposing bishops, 
there were frequent tumults and street fights, sometimes with 
hundreds of corpses covering the pavement (Seeck)." 

As the other exiles also rushed to their home flocks, 
orthodoxy flourished all around. First, the churches that had 
been infested by "heretics" were often thoroughly cleansed. 
not, as with the Donatists, with salt water (p.3* )- These 
Catholic bishops practiced more diastic customs. In Gaza, Chief 
Shepherd Asklepas had the consecrated altar smashed. In 
Akyra, Bishop Markellus tore the priory from his opponents. 

He hanged the - desecrated - hosticn around their necks and 
chased them out of the church. In Adrianople, Bishop Lucius 
fed the dogs with communion bread and later refused 
communion to the Oriental synod members returning from 
Serdica, apparently even inciting the people of the city against 
them, which is why Constantius had ten workers from the 
imperial arsenals executed to restore calm. Naturally, the 
champions of Nicacnian orthodoxy (Joarinou) were once again 
exiled. And Athanasius celebrated all these and other heroes of 
his party. -Ankyra mourns for Markellus-, he writes, "Gaza for 
Asclepas-, and 

Lucius was "often put in chains by the Arians and thus 
killedword €+€, 

In his own episcopal city, the Egyptian metropolis, 

-A "real battlefield" (Schultze), two patriarchs were now in 
office, Pistos, the bishop of the Arians, to whom Athanasius 
once again attests -gotilessness-, and he himself. Police and 
military operations, banishments, arson, exe- 
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There is hardly any end to the kntioncn, whereby Athanasius does 
not shy away from the constant assertion that the people of 
Alexandria stand behind him, although the opposite was rather 
true." 

The first official act, so to speak, of the man who returned 
home at the end of November {37: he withdrew the grain 
deliveries intended by the emperor to feed the poor from all the 
partisans of his opponents in order to apparently use the surplus 
to recruit new riders for his Kniittelgarde. He was also supported 
by an appearance of his teacher, St. Anthony, who had been 
summoned from the desert, with any amount of 
Miracles and aniiarian actions. In WiRt6f 33 3f, the Arians, who 
considered their bishop Pistos to be too lukewarm, deposed the 
prgsbyter Gregorios in a highly uncanonical procedure. 
from Cappadocia as an opposing bishop after Euseb of Emesa 
had thankfully renounced. Bishop Pistos disappears without a 
trace. Patriarch Gregorios, a learned gentleman whose large 
library was appreciated by the later Emperor Julian (and who 
had it housed in Antioch after Gregor's death), moves into 
Alexandria during Lent, in the month of 33. He is accompanied 
by the military and Philagrios, the governor of Egypt, a proven 
man who is very popular in Alexandria and whom the emperor 
had appointed at the request of a city legation. Ariaians, 
Melerians, pagans and Jews united to storm Catholic churches. 
The Church of Dionysus goes up in flames (the Synod of 
Serdica accuses Athanasius of arson). The Catholics are 
persecuted, property confiscated, monks and holy young women 
beaten up, imprisoned, candles placed in front of images of the 
gods, the baptistery is used as a bath. Athanasius, who recalls 
Old and New Testament suffering, including the Passion of 
Christ, had already baptized his flock in the church of Theonas 
to strengthen them for the coming battle and called them to rise 
up. He then brought himself to safety and apparently organized 
the Holy Easter from his hiding place 
new turmoil. In mid-March j39, he fled to Rome, carrying a 
criminal complaint, as it were, addressed to all three emperors, 
with 
the accusation of new murderous crimes. (Only in this single case, 


by the way, could he not, as usual with his 
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Banishments and travel, using the imperial mail! He took the 
sea route). His own still burn the church of Dionysius, 
Alexandria's second great -Gotrcshaus-, which thus at least 
escapes any -heretical" pro(anization." 

While Bishop Gregory led a strict regiment with the help of 
the state, Athanasius, together with other stigmatized 
ecclesiastical princes, sat with Bishop Julius I in Rome, which 
adhered to the Nicaenum with almost the entire West. And for 
the first time in the history of the Church, prelates cxcomunized 
by Eastern synods are now seeking their rehabilitation by a 
Western episcopal court. Of these, we only know Athanasius 
and Markel)us of Ankyra, the aforementioned priest and host 
abuser (p. 377), by name. 

-orthodoxy" took him and the other refugees ju- 

lius I into the communion of his church in every form. And here 
in Rome and the West, which is of decisive importance for 
Athanasius’ power po)itics, he works towards a schism of the 
imperial rulers (Gentz), as34g the Synod of Serdica also 

brings. The Arians, furious at Rome's interference, -in the 
highest- 

The "most astonished degree," according to their manuscript 
adopted in Serdica, hurl against Bishop Julius I, -And while 
Athanasius, in the spirit of his -causa", pits one half of the 
empire against the other, so that the dispute over the power of 
the Alexandrian bishop becomes a dispute over the supremacy 
of the Romans, piety in the Orient rises to ever new heights." 


AMTIOCHIA AND THE MELRTIA1'4 SCHISM 


For a long time, divisions have torn apart the great patriarchal 
seat of An- tiochia - today the Tyrian city of Antakya (z8 one 
inhabitants, including 4 Christians), no longer a reminder of 
what it once was: the capital of Syria, after Rome and 
Alexandria with perhaps 
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800 000 inhabitants, it was the third largest city in the Roman 
Empire, 
-metropolis and eye- of the Christian Orient. 

Situated near the mouth of the Orontes into the 
Mediterranean, magnificently built by the splendid Syrian kings, 
famous for its magnificent temples, churches, colonnaded 
streets, the imperial palace, theater, baths, stadium, an important 
center also for the military, Antioch had played a major role in 
the history of the new religion from the very beginning. It was 
the city where the Christians received their name (from 
pagans - from whom they moved everything that was not from 
the Jews), the city where Paul preached and already argued with 
Peter (p.*47 £5, where Ignatius agitated (p. Ijj 9, where the by 
Lukian, 
the martyr, created a school of theology, taught in the Christolo 
gical conf)ict was, as it were, the -left wing- of the old church, 
and largely shaped the history of the church in the century, even 
if most of this school (even John Chrysostom belonged to it) 
was temporarily or completely heretized, Arius above all ... 
Antioch, where many synods, mostly Arian, met, over 30 
councils of the ancient church, where in 36a/63 Julian resided 
and wrote his treatise -Gegeii the Galileans- (p. 334), John 
Chrysostom saw the light of day and eclipsed it. Antio- chia 
became one of the most important bastions for the spread of 
Christianity, -the head of the Church of the East- (Basilius) and 
the seat of a patriarch, to whom the churches of the political 
dioceses were entrusted in the q. century. In the qth century, the 
churches of the political diocese of Oriens, fifteen ecclesiastical 
provinces with about zzo dioceses, were under his authority. So it 
was worth fighting for -God-, the city's Christian temples were 
in turmoil, Antioch with its very suggestible, fickle population 
was full of intrigue and turmoil; above all, it was a place of 
the Afians {3 had deposed the Holy Patriarch Eustathiiis, one of the 
most zealous apostles of the Nicaenum, for "heresy", for 
immorality and rebellion against Emperor Constantine, who 
banished him until his death. After all, he was here at the time 
of the Meletian Schism, which dated back Sy years, 


from 360 tog I5, occasionally three or four pretenders, which are 
fought and involved both eastern and western marriages in their 
feuds 


ANTtOCHIA MD THE MIG LETtANIC 5CHfS CIA — aaa 381 


the Paulinians (Integral Nicaerians), the Nicaeans, the 
Half-Arians and all-Arians*- 

Even -the healthy body of the Church- {Theodoret) was 
divided for a long time, as at times there were not only two 
Catholic parties, but also two Catholic bishops. According to 
Theodoret, the only thing that separated them was. their 
disagreement and love for their bishops. Not even the death of 
one bishop put an end to the schism. " 

In the Meletian schism, Athanasius, together with the Egyptian 
episcopate, the Arab episcopate, Rome and the West sooner or 
later decided in favor of Paulinos of Antioch (who had not been 
properly consecrated) - whom Lucifer of Cagliari had made bishop, 
the same Lucifer who then, against the Catholic Church, created his 
own Conventicles (p. 389 f). Almost the entire Orient stood against 
this, including the "three great Cappadocians", the Doctors of the 
Church Basil, Gregory of Nazianzus and St. Gregory of Nyssa, to 
whom St. Bishop Melethios of Antioch, who was repeatedly 
banished for years by the Arian Emperor Valens, had the Doctor of 
the Church John Chrysostom as an enthusiastic disciple. (He left 
Meletios' party after his death, but did not join Paulinos). The 
Doctor of the Church Jerome was also embarrassed: "I do not know 
Vitalis, I reject Meletius, I know nothing of Paulinus." Even Basil, 
who had initiated the negotiations with Rome, ultimately regretted 
getting involved with the -High-Thronerid- Roman at all. And at 
Meletios' pompous funeral in May 381, St. Gregory was still hailing 
him in the presence of the emperor: -An "adulterer" (Paulinos) - 
pushed his way to the wedding bed of the bride of Christ- (that is 
the Antiochian church already "iahIte with Meletios), -but the bride 
remained un- very-. {For Paulinos, Father, Son and Spirit were a 
single hypostasis, for Meletios three; as for the three 
Cappadocians). At the Council of Constantinople (381i), wild 
arguments broke out among the "fathers" over the succession of 
Meletios. Paulinos would now have been the only bishop in 
Antioch. But Flavian was elected. Ambrose protested. 
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Apart from the two Orthodox, Meletios and Paulinos, 
together with the -healthy part of the people-, there was also the 
-sick" (Theodoret) behind the radical Arian bishop Euzoios, who 
ruled over almost all the churches in the city, as well as a whole 
series of competing sects, Massalians, Novatians, Apollinatists, 
Paulinians (the followers of Bishop Paul of Samosata - not to be 
confused with the Paulinians of Pauliitus!) and others. Until thee ; 
J century, the 
-Antiochian Schism, whereby the city was plagued by riots in 
The Syrian people were shaken by social conflicts: in the 1980s 
alone, the starving and exploited population rose up3 * 53 4/8J 
and 5 7 Finally, the Syrian people 
mostly to the -Cercle-, the Jacobites: in the 6th century 
(in which Antioch yz6 was struck by an earthquake that 
allegedly claimed a quarter of a million lives), the monk and 
priest Jacob Baradai founded the Syrian Monophysite Church. 
And on the eve of the Crusades, the Patriarchate of Antioch still 
included iJa bishoprics. But the city's Christian churches and 
buildings have disappeared without a trace, just as they did in 
Alexandria." 


CITIZEN WAR REMARKS IN KOHSTANTINOPEL UHD 
K IEGSDROHIJHG FROM THE KATHO DELETE WEST 


In Constantinople, the ruthless Nicaean, Archbishop Paul - Arius' 
murderer for the Arians - who had already been banished to 
Pontus by Constantine, was sent into exile again in chains at the 
end of 338. (Admittedly, the accounts of his life and fate are 
very contradictory.) His successor, Euseb of Micomedia, the 
prominent patron of Arius, died around three years later. With 
imperial approval, Paul, now a refugee at the 

Bishop of Rofn. 34* Home again. The fanatic Asclepas of Gaza 
(p. i7 ), himself just returned, with Constantius’ permission, from 
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He returns from exile and prepares for the patriarch's entry, 

with murder and manslaughter, even in the churches. The rule is 
civil war-like conditions" (von Haehling). Hundreds of people are 
killed even before Paul enters the capital triumphantly and stirs up 
the masses. Macedonius, the Semiarian, his old enemy, becomes 
the antibishop. But ¢ Sgt to Qiiellenlage, Paulus is mainly to blame 
for the bloody, ever-increasing turmoil. The cavalry general 
Hermogenes, commissioned by the emperor to restore order - the 
first intervention by a military commander in a conflict within the 
church - is forced into the church of peace by the Catholic 
leader's followers, which is set on fire, Hermogenes is slain and 
his body dragged through the streets by his feet. Directly 
involved: two members of the patriarch's household, subdeacon 
Marryrius and lector Marcianus, at least according to the church 
historians Socrates and Sozomenos. Proconsul Alexander saves 
himself by fleeing. In Constantinople, too, the religious 

kiawalle, with 3*5 people losing their lives at one point. 
Patriarch Paulus, however, who had been abducted by the 
emperor himself, was dragged from one place of banishment to 
another until he died in Kukusus, Lesser Armenia, presumably 
strangled by Arians, and Makcdonios was the sole chief 
shepherd of the capital for a long time." 

After the victory of Orthodoxy, Paul's body was brought to 
Constantinople in 381 and buried in a church that had been taken 
away from the Macedonians. This church has borne his name 
ever since." 

Presumably, the brutal accession of the Catholic sexton also 
had an extra-political background. The diocese of Thrace, 
together with Constantinople, is said to have initially belonged to 
the territory of Constantius when the empire was divided up (p. 
308), but the latter ceded it to Constantius in339 < for 
his help against Constantine II. In the meantime, however, he was 
switched off, and it does not seem unlikely - a cz-t 
thesis - taken up again by young historians - that Pa- 
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triarch Paulus in Constantinople was to prepare the city's 
reannexation to the Western Empire. 

In any case, Emperor Consrans, who promoted the Nicaeans in 
the West, also sought political influence in the East. And it was 
no coincidence that Bishop Julius 1 of Rome urged him to 
intervene at the beginning of the 1940s. He was to intercede with 
Constanrius on behalf of Athanasius, Paul find other persecuted 
people and call a general synod, for which other influential 
Catholics campaigned. A year after two councils, Oriental and 
Western, including Athanasius, cursed each other in Serdica 
(Sofia) (from here the path led to the schism of io q, which still 
exists today), Constans protested in Antioch, the current 
residence, through the bishops Vincentius of Capua and Euphra- 
tes of Cologne. (There is an embarrassing hooker interlude in the 
bedroom of the former chief shepherd of Cologne, which even 
costs his initiator, the Arian local bishop Stephen, his 
chair; of course, his successor Leontius was also a bishop. 

-as the hidden cliffs of the sea"). Behind 

Athanasius was clearly at the forefront of these machinations of 
the West against the East. He was the protégé and comrade-in- 
arms of the Roman bishop. He also appeared repeatedly at the 
imperial court. He won over the palace officials, especially 
Eustathius, who was highly regarded by Constans, with lavish 
gifts. And finally, he also speaks to the ruler himself in Trier, 
who even tries to force the return of the exiles to Constantius by 
threatening war. He writes to his brother as succinctly as he is 
brazen: "If you now tell me that you want to give them back 
their thrones and ward off those who harass them with injustice, 
I will send the men to you; but if you refuse to do so, you should 
know that Iwill come there myself and give them back their 
thrones even against your will. 

Either their bishoprics or warj. The temptation to stab their 
brother, who was forever fighting with the Persians, in the back 
did not seem slight, especially as the Persian king Sapiir was 
preparing to launch a new attack on Nisibis. But in the early 
summer 
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Athanasius was recalled by Constantius in Aquileia, where he 
had spent a whole year. Nevertheless, he first went to the court 
in Trier, -complained- there, raised 

-complaints and premonitions-, kun, called -in the emperor the 
death of his father- (Theodoret). But Constantius also complained 
in another letter - which was even followed by a third 

- the absence of the bishop and invited -Hochwiirden-, -without 
all confidence and without fear to board the state mail coaches 
and hurry to iins ..." Finally Athanasius, urged by Constantius to 
behave in a conciliatory manner at home, traveled in the summer 
of 3id from Tcier to Rem, where he met again with Bishop 
Julius, and from there on to the East, where he also met 
Constantius in Antioch, who received him huldvol1 and had all 
the old files against him destroyed. However, this did not prevent 
the patriarch, as with his 

Return 337 (p. 3 6 fi, to make all sorts of detours, to spin 
itercigens, to appoint obeihiites pleasing to him, to displace 
others, to have a small synod organized in Jeruzalem by the 
local bishop Maximum, which was to give the synod in Serdica 
by the Orien- 

talen Verdammten with majority again into the ecclesiastical 
community and gave him an exaggerated recommendation to the 
Egyptian clergy to facilitate his return home. 


RiicxxzHR nES ATHANASIUS (soj, NEux Fzucirr izsci 
AND SIX YEARS OF UxTERsCHLUPF 
BE1 EINER ZWAJ'4Z1G] tHRtGEN = CHONi4ETT 


On si. OctOU'flfi jq6, after seven and a half years of exile, 
Athanasius once again moved into Alexandria, where the 
previous year the Arian bishop Gregory had died after raging 
"more cruelly than a wild beast" for six years (Theodoret). The 
saint's influence was all the richer for it - and until the removal 
of Emperor Constan (33 ), it was undisputed. But because around 
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Athanasius wrote secretly _ to his western benefactor's 
murderer Magnentius after his murder. His traps were already in 
Libya, on the territory of the Egyptian patriarchate. So the patriarch 
tried to win over the usurper - and later claimed that his letters to 
Magnentius had been forged! (And it was not only this saint who 
knew a thing or two about forgeries.) He was overthrown once 
again - after the Eusebians tried to supplant the Niceneum with the 
first 8irinic formula of faith in 351 (i s7. 3i . 3Jq came three 
further sirmian pormels: 5. 3sI ff) - the councils in 

Arles and Milan, which will be discussed shortly. For now 
Athanasius was no longer protected by any western ruler. But 
Constantius still managed to expel the Alexandrian. After four 
months, it was not he, but the Catechist's envoy, the notary 
Diogenes, who, a *3- 

Deceffl>* 3J5. dus of the city. Only after the Notat Hilarius 

iuid the Arian dux Syrianos appeared and in the night from 
February 8 to q. February 356, with more than yooo soldiers 
carrying weapons, swords, bows, arrows and _ clubs- 
(Athanasius), surrounded the patriarch's cathedral, whereby - not 
through his fault, as Syrianos emphasized 

- gave up some of his enemies and gates, sochre Ath nosius of 
the ret- tende Wite. While several of his followers fell in close 
combat with the troops, he is said to have fled to monks in the 
desert. 


But there is atich a more delicate version, even of well-churched 


After the fashionable cities of Trier and Rome, Athanasius 
now something intimercs up - a virgin, about twenty years old and 
-of such extraordinary beauty-, as the whole clergy testified-, 
that she had been avoided for the sake of her beauty, and not to 
give any reason for reproach and blame." 
The story is not told by an evil pagan, but by the monk and 
bishop of Helcnopolis in Bithynia, Palladius, a 
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He was also a good friend of St. John Chrysostom. In his 
famous -Historia Lausiaca-, an important source for early 
monasticism, which comes "very close to real history" (Kraft), 
Bishop Pafladius tells of the young girl who was avoided by the 
entire clergy so as not to provoke evil tongues. Athanasius was 
different. Suddenly disturbed in his palace by the 1-tians, he 
grabbed his robe and cloak and fled to the Virgin in the middle 
of the night. She freely took him in, albeit fearfully - "in view of 
the facts". But the saint reassured her. He was only fleeing 
because of -some crimes- so as not to be considered unreasonable 
-and so as not to plunge those who want to punish me into sin-”. 

So considerate’ And since the ice storming of his Ka'hedmle 
had cost the wounded and the dead, the renewed flight this time 
even rebuked the friends, the enemies were scorned, he defended 
himself by referring to all the God-enlightened Bible greats, all 
of whom, like him, had already been _ born: Jacob the sow, Moses 
the Pharaoh, David the soul et ceteri. "For it is the glorious thing 
to kill oneself or to hand oneself over to one's enemies to be 
murdered. Athanasius always knew how to justify his running 
away. To flee, he knew, was the order of the day - to take care of 
his persecutors so that they would not rage to their deaths and 
become guilty in the process. The man thought nothing of his own 
life when he left his own to their fate - like many a brave general in 
battle. To blame him for this was to show ingratitude to God, who 
had done his bidding. Also, the f-It not to be niinen and still 
fleeing to proclaim the gospel. Even the Lord, writes Athanasius, 
-hides himself and f)oh". -Who must we now listen to? The words 
of the Lord or their chatter?"'- 

Of course, not everyone finds refuge with a 
twenty-year-old beauty. Athanasius had the good fortune or the 
grace. -God revealed to me that night: -Only with her can you be 
saved.- With great joy she dropped all thought and became 
completely the Lord's own.- (Well said.) 
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-She therefore hid that very holy man for six years, as long as 
Constantius was still alive. She washed his fife, removed his 
waste, took care of everything he needed ... - Striking: the 
great holiness of Athanasius is emphasized in the same breath as 
his long hiding place with the young attraction - a period of 
time, by the way, that is also confirmed elsewhere. It is still 
assumed today (in favor of the saint) that he hated the eyewash 
"only temporarily" (Tetz) - a stretched term. Quite apart from 
the fact that the cohabitation of a cleric with a consecrated 
virgin, a gyna syneisaktos, 

The concept of a "spiritual wife" was widespread in the 3rd and 4th 
centuries and included even the closest community, that of the bed. 
But Athanasius was of course above suspicion 

sublime. - I fled to her," he defends himself, "because [!] she is 
very beautiful and young. So I have gained two things: her 
salvation, because I helped her to it, and [the preservation of] my 
reputation. Some remain flawless at all times. (In our century 

The later Pope PiuS XII '. 4* years ago made a twenty-three-year- 
old nun his partner - until he died.°') 


THE S+HODE i OF ARLES, MAiLAND, RIMINI, SELEUKIA 
AND OAS TRAGICOMIC EXCHANGE PLAY OF THE 
BISCIoEs LUCIFER OF C "cciARI AND 
LIBERIUS OF ROME 


The overthrow of Athanasius at the two major synods in the 
imperial residi2fiz Arles i3si i md Milan i3Sii -r took place 
under strong imperial pressure. Athanasius' vanishingly small 
following tried in vain to shift his political case onto theological 
terrain and start a religious debate - true to the master's practice 
of hiding the mere pursuit of power, the causa Arhanasii, behind 
the cause of faith. The repeatedly cntthroned -father of 
orthodoxy- became 
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was once again deposed and formally cursed by almost all the 
synod members, headed by Bishops Ursacius and Valens. - 
Athanasius had sinned against all of them, said the emperor, -but 
against no one as much as against me.- Only Bishop Paulinus of 
Trier, Athanasius’ closest confidant in the West for years, had 
refused to sign (in Arles, where the papal legals, Bishop 
Vincentius of Capua, who had been friends with Athanasius for 
almost three decades, and Marcellus, also signed) and 
immediately went into exile in Phrygia, where he remained until 
his death. In Milan, however, a new synod had convened at the 
request of the Roman bishop Liberius, following the betrayal of 
his legates in Arles, and when the people there, apparently incited 
by their bishop Dionysius, began to become agitated, the 
emperor moved the place of the sacrament from the church to 
his palace and pursued the synod behind his back. 
Curtain the sessions - -My will is canon! From 3°0 Con- 
The higher dignitaries were honored by Bishop Liberius with a 
congratulatory letter in which he called the emperor an -enemy 
of the human race. The priest Eutropius, one of the Roman 
legates, is also said to have been banished and the other legate, 
Deacon Hilarius, flogged, if Athanasius is not lying, as so oh." 
One of the five stalwarts - a tragicomic curiosity in the history 
of salvation - was Bishop Lucifer of Cagliari (Calaris), a poorly 
educated, fanatical anti-Arian who, almost alone in Syria and 
Palestine, took upon himself many years of exile for the Nicene 
faith. Since a priest owed no reverence to a "heretical" emperor, 
he showered him with primitive invective in vulgar Latin as a 
Icibhah antichrist and certain of hellfire, interspersed with 
copious quotations from the Bible. Lucifer also fell out with 
Liberius of Rome, with Hilarius of Poiriers, and did not 
recognize the opportunistic measures of Athanasius at the 
"Synod of Peace" (36a). Rather, he returned to the Catholics, 
whose 
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Wealth, laxity, and apasiing appalled, he turned his back on the 
Roman Empire and organized from Sardinia his own salvation 
vercin, which existed until the 5th century; small* but active, 
widely branching con- venticles, proselytizing from Trier to 
Africa, Egypt and Palestine. Lucifer even had followers among 
the Roman clergy. After his death, Gregory, Bishop of Elvira, 
became the head of the movement; he too was originally a 
radical champion of orthodoxy. The Liiciferans, -the true 
confessors-, rejected the Catholics as schismatics, condemned 
their allegiance to the state, the greed of their prelates for honor, 
riches, power, the -prochtvoiJen basi)iken", the -brimming with 
gold, mit kostbarem Marmorprunk bekleideten, auf ragcnder 
Saéulen Pomp ruhenden Basilikene, edie weithin sich 
erstreckenden Lie- genschaften der Herrschendene und wurden 
noch von dem streng katholischen Theodosius I. recognized as 
orthodox. They even had a bishop in Roin, Ephtsius, whom 
Pope Damasus tried in vain to hand over to the local criminal 
justice system. The city prefect Bassus refused to accept 
Catholic men of irreproachable character. 

But the gentlemen took care of that themselves. 

In Oxyrhynchos, Egypt, Catholic priests smashed the altar of 
the Luciferan bishop Heraclides to pieces with hatchets. In Trier, 
the Luciferan priest Bonosiis was prosecuted. In Rome, papal 
clerics and police mishandled the Luciferian Macarius to such an 
extent that he was exiled to Ostia and succumbed to his wounds 
there. (Local bishop Florentinus, however, wanted nothing to do 
with the "crime of Damasus" and transferred the secret grave to 
a grave of honor). In Spain, the Catholics broke up the church of 
the presbyter Vincentius, turned the altar into a temple under an 
image of the gods, beat the priest's assistants to death with 
shackles, put him in chains themselves and left him to starve to 
death. Bishop Epictetus of Uivitavecchia demonstrated a much 
shorter process of salvation history. He harnessed the Luciferian 
Rufinian to his chariot and hurried him to Todc. Bishop Lucifer 
of Cagliari, however, became anti-Srdinia, which at times stood 
united against the Great Church, 
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venerated as a saint and as such i180j by Pope Pius VII. 
recognized." 
Bishop Liberius also shows that there isno shortage of 
curiosities in papal history. 
The emperor's envoy, the praepositus sacri cubiculi, 
Eusebios, a notorious eunuch executed under Julian, tried in 
vain to persuade Liberius to condemn Athanasius. Neither gifts 
nor threats are said to have helped, so Constantius had the Roman 
abducted at night and taken to Milan. There he reproached him 
for how much Athanasius had harmed everyone, but him most 
of all. -He did not give in to the death of my eldest brother and 
did not stop inciting the now deceased Constance to enmity 
against us". Even his successes against the usurpers Magentius 
and Silvanus, the regent explained, did not mean as much to him 
as the disappearance of this despiser of God from the 
ecclesiastical stage. After all, Constantius had apparently put a 
high price on the capture of the fugitive Alexandrian and asked 
the kings of Ethiopia for their help." Unlike his legals (p. 38q), 
however, the Roman bishop wanted to resist the -heretic- 
emperor to the utmost, indeed, 
-for Gotr to suffer death-. So Constantius broke off the 
conversation: -What part of the inhabited earth are you, that you 
alone assist an ungodly man and disturb the peace of the world 
and the whole world? -It is you alone who still clings to the 
friendship of that wicked man.- Libe- riue was given three days 
to think it over, but remained steadfast. -The laws of the 
church are more important to me than anything else," he said. - 
Send me wherever you want.” And this despite the fact that, 
according to Ammian, he was convinced of Athanasius’ guilt. 
But after two years of exile in Beroea (Thrace), brainwashed by 
the local bishop, Demopbilus, and Bishop Fortunatian of 
Aquileia, Liberius capitulated. The Roman who was so 
admirable in Milan, the 
-victorious fighter for the truth- (Theodoret), now, in a spectacle 
of a special kind, expelled the "father of orthodoxy", church 
cleric Athanasius, from the church and signed 
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cin a semi-Syrian confession of faith {the so-called j. sirmic 
formula, according to which the "son" is similar to the "father"), 
expressly emphasizing his free will. In reality, he bought his 
way back to salvation by merely returning to Rome from this 
"tribulation". -Watch you, if you will see me in exil 

let", complained *° 3jy to Vincentius of Capua - and appears 
twice in the Martyrology of Nicomedia and the Martyrology of 
Hieronymy. But compared to the 

The martyr pope still called his most ferocious enemies, the 
bishops Valens and Ursacius, Orientals, and St. Athanasius 
insulted them in the worst possible way at every opportunity, 
-sons of Fritden, promised them reward iiri kingdom of heaven, 
claimed that he had not defended Athanasius, that Athanasius 
was 

-has been -rightly condemned- by all our community, including the 
correspondence. And wrote of his semi-American faith; I accepted 
it with a clear mind, did not contradict it on any point, agreed with 
it. I deeply agree with that, I agree with it." - He was so angry 
that the authenticity of his letters in exile - which had been 
completely confirmed - was once again long and hotly disputed, 
even though it was widely acknowledged (!) even in the Catholic 
camp. At the time, even the church teacher Jerome declared that 
Tiberius, broken in exile, had a 

-heretical- signature’. 

Incidentally, one will - with Richard Klein - judge the attitude of 
the Roman bishop as a manifestation of human weakness more 
thoughtfully than the behavior of both St. Athanasius (who 
describes the case of Liberius in detail in order to make his own 
steadfastness shine all the more heroically) and St. Hilarius. 
Hilarius, both of whom, depending on their needs, either flatter 
the ruler disgustingly or insult him foul-mouthedly, even if 
Liberius - who should have been pope - was brave enough to at 
least send an imprecation after the dead Constantius." 

(Even in our day, however, Pericles-Petros Joannou passes off 
the letters of Liberius as Arian falsifications. -What the Aria- 
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ner could not achieve through acts of violence-, Joannou claims, 
"in the four forgeries they circulated under the name de5 
Liberius, they presented themselves as having achieved it." 
However, one learns: -The inspiration for the present work came 
from Curia Cardinal Amlero Giovanni Cicognani [Rome]." The 
prelate had first -examined Joannou's views in a_ personal 
conversation, then asked him to -investigate the concept of 
primacy in the Byzantine church sources in more detail and present 
him with the results". It was only after this that Car- dinal 
Cicognani, who had meanwhile been appointed Secretary of State 
of the Pope, gave his consent)." 

Constantius allowed Liberius to return home in 3J8. However - 


this was a condition - he was to return to Rome with his successor 
Felix. 


administer the office of bishop together. Even a synod in Sirmium 
influenced Felix and the Roman clergy in this direction. But then 
there were such tumults in the "Holy City" that one understands 
Hilarius' statement that he did not know what the emperor had 
committed the greater outrage with, the banishment of Liberius or 
the permission for his return. 


GxWiSS ENLO SE KONZI LSVATER UND UATRIARCH 
GEORG, EfiN ARIANIAN -WOLEF", MONOPOLHERR 
HNDRTYRER 


The great double council jyq is instructive. In May, the 
Westerners met in Rimini, around dm bishops, about 80 Arians 
behind them, and in September in Seletikia (Silifke), near the 
southern coast of Asia Minor, the Orientals, about i60 bishops, 
Anhomoeans, Semiarians and Nicaenians. 

In Rimini, hundreds of Council Fathers, citing the Nicene 
Creed, rejected the Arian creed demanded by Constantius, the so- 
called fourth Syrian formula agreed at court by church leaders of 
both parties, which stated: -But as the Son is equal to the Father 
in all things 
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similar (homoios) is what we claim, as the Holy Scriptures say 
and teach! The witnesses to the faith even demanded that the 
emperor provide them with free food. However, when the 
emperor seemed to allow the return journey only after everyone 
had given their consent, hundreds fell back in time and professed 
their faith in the Honebian formula dictated by the ruler. (The 
words -according to the Weseii- and -in all" were omitted; the 
expressions homousios and homoiusios are missing completely). 
-On your request1- (te iinperante), assured the church assembly, 
-we have signed the confession, delighted, through you 

fito have been belittled about the faith." 

At the Synod of Seleucia, which did not convene until 
September 5, the representatives of |Homousianism, 
Anhomoeism, Homoeusianism and Homoeism faced each other. 
And here, too, the emperor finally pushed through his formula, 
which calls the son only "similar" {homoios), i.e. not even 
"similar" (homoiusios), to the father. Just as a synod of the 


Acacians meeting in Anfa*z 3 0, which had adopted Homoeism 


to the doctrine of faith, both the leader of the Anhomoeans and 
the 


which the Semiarian abdicated, received Constantius’ approval 
with everything. -"The whole Roman world cried out with a 
sigh and wondered at being Arian,” wrote the shuddering St. 
Jerome. Jerome." 

You can see that the bishops, a hundred and one times, are 
jumping off from time to time, betraying their most sacred 
conviction that, as has already been proven, they are far less 
concerned with their faith than nm 
her chair. How they are in Arl" (3J 3' and Milan (iis) - g-- 
as they all bowed to the imperial will, they signed 
also 3yq in Riinini and Seleucia cin Arian confession. But no 
sooner had Constantius died than the prelates of Illyricum and 
Italy who had fallen away in Rimini proclaimed the Nicene 
confession again, while the Gallic bishops had already revoked 
their signatures in Paris in 360. And when Athanasius on si. 
February 36s ement Alexandria, held his -synod of peace- soon 
afterwards and condemned the Arians if they did not agree with 
the 


-renounce heresy, confess the Nicaenum, renounce the 
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Hundreds of bishops were guaranteed to remain in their seats 
when hundreds of bishops became Catholic again; the leaders - 
who sought to "turn light into darkness and darkness into light" 
with cunning, according to Bishop Liberius - lost their chairs. 
Even the little Acacius, who went over to the Arians with the 
applause of Emperor Constantius, immediately left again when 
Emperor Jovian began to favor the Nicene doctrine." 

Meanwhile, the battle for the churches raged on. There were 
wild scenes, police and troop deployments. Dozens of bishops 
were banished or fled. In many places 

rcgiertcn zwci at the same time, in Antioch at times three ( - 379 
fg. However, the victory of the Antinicians seemed certain 
when Constantius 35$ eliminated his most dangerous clerical 
opponents 
had, Athanasius and Hilarius - at least the latter of Setton 
not unjustly gemunt -behind the emperor's back than in his 
presence-. He denigrated him only from a safe distance as an 
Arian -heretic-* incarnation of the Antichrist, a diabolical 
character, a -rei0ing wolf-; while in exile, closer to the emperor 
and awaiting an audience, he could apostrophize him -piissime 
imperator-, op- time ac religiosissime imperator-, a Christian 
eager for salvation - even though his faith was exactly the 
same!" 

In Alexandria, Geotg of Cappedocia, an Arian ultra, 
completed the regiment, one of those now increasingly fervent 
disciples of the Lord who combine their spiritual ministry with 
a stupendous sense of friability. 

Patriarch George gained a monopoly on burials, but is also 
said to have acquired the sodium carbonate monopoly and 
attempted to buy up the papyrus swamps, including the 
Egyptian salt lakes. His favorite religious projects also included 
inheritances - a specialty of Christian soul savers throughout the 
centuries. Of course, Bishop George did not only deprive his 
heirs of what his relatives had left him, but even declared to the 
emperor that all of Alexandrian's buildings were public 
property. In short, the Egyptian primate benefited from the rtiin 
of many lentecn and consequently, 
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writes Ammian, -haBtcn all people without distinction Georg 
glowing ". 

Although he had already been ordained for Alexandria in 
3566, he did not make his move there until the end of febtua- 
3s7_ , more ferociously angry than a wolf or bear or Panther 
Theodoret). Catholic Wit- 

Who does he let on the soles of his feet and virgins in the city? 
whipping with palm rods in front of a blazing pyre or roasting 
with a weak fire: 4 also beating men in a completely new way 
(Athanasius). 

Several pass away. Athanasius reports raids and attacks, the 
abduction of bound chief shepherds, imprisonments, the exile of 
over’3° [®Chéfe - with such ruthlessness that some of them were 
taken away, others in prison. 

crl suffered death himself". In the fall of 3y8, AthanaBiH's 2tlfi 
power is transferred. Patriarch Georg escapes an assassination 
attempt in the church and has to flee. On z6. November3 « he 
returns to 

his doom (and higher salvation, however), without any idea 

of the death of his contactor Constantine. He is quickly locked up, 
but on xq. December, however, he was taken out by Catholics and 
pagans together and, together with two unpopular imperial 
officials, dragged through the streets to his death amid constant 
beatings. Bishop George had recently summoned the strategist 
Artemius, military governor of Egypt, and with his help had also 
hunted down the pagans, stormed the temple of Mithras, toppled 
statues and plundered _ pagan sanctuaries, of course for the 
benefit of Christian churches that were to be built. (Julian had the 
temple stormer Artemius beheaded in 36z, whereupon he was 
martyred as an Arian martyr). Bishop George's liches lead 
Catholics and idolaters around on a camel. For a long time they 
cool their heels on the dead man. Then they burn him and scatter 
his ashes, mixed with those of animals, into the sea. While the wild 
Arian wolf is still a blood witness on Christmas of all days, 
Athanasius returns home once again and finally decides to return - 
the pagan Julian 36a expels him again, the Catholic JOYIaY13 3. is 
recalled once more and the Arian Valcns is called back for a second 
time. 
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time, for the last time, 365/66 had banished - ann a. time 373 
highly bctagt and highly honored in the Lord." 

Athanasius had apparently given his throne to a certain Petros 
II, but the Arians were left out of the reckoning. They threw their 
weight behind Valens and had Lukios consecrated bishop. The 
admirable "Petros", surprised by the 
-unexpected war", flies to prison, but escapes and 

¢ 37a to Rome. In Alexandria, the Catholics are now being 
persecuted by Bishop Litkios, who -has sought out his bodyguards 
among the idolaters- and, like so many others, -the 
The church is said to have imitated the terrible activities of a 
wolk, imprisoned in the usual manner, chased away, some of 
their houses destroyed, and once again "unspeakable outrages" 
committed against virgins consecrated to Christ. They are seized 
in the church, stripped and driven naked - as nature created them 
- through the city. Many of those on whom the practice of virtue 
had imprinted the imprint of holy angels were raped, many were 
beaten on the head with clubs until they were left lying 
decapitated. Rebellious monks have been removed, rebellious 
prelates exiled, their flocks mistreated. -Those who fought for 
the true faith were not even treated like murderers, as their 
bodies remained unburied; those who fought bravely served 
wild beasts and birds as a frafi- (Theodoret). After the 
But after the Tolernnzedikt of Valens on November 3, Petros 
returns and Lukios is expelled from the main church."° 

But since Athariasius, its strong man in the East, died, 
Catholica already has a new, no less strong navy in the West. 
And he not only helped shape its history, but also, more than 
Athanasius, its "great politics". 


gq. CHAPTER 


CHURCH TEACHER AMBROSIUS 
(AROUND 333 OR 339-397) 


e . an outstanding personality in whom the virtue of the 
Roman merged with the spirit of Christ to form a perfect 
unity. 

The Zoll was a man, a bishop, a saint, next to Theodosius the 
Great the most important figure of his time, the advisor of three 
emperors, the soul of their religious policy and the pillar of their 

thrones; a mighty champion of the Church.- The Catholic 
theologian Johannes Niederhuber' 


"Ambrose, the friend and advisor of three emperors, was the 
first bishop whom the princes called upon to support their 
tottering throne ... An immediate great effect emanated from his 
overriding personality, which was characterized by the purest 
conviction and the most complete selflessness ... next to 
Tlteodosius t. the most brilliant figure of his time. 

The Catholic theologian Bctthold AltaneJ 


-Ambrosius is a &iscttof who outshines everything before 
him in terms of his bathing and his effectiveness ... he 
surpasses not only af)c f'apete of the early period ... but 
also all other ab¢ndlandic church leaders known to us.- 
The protcstanc theologe Kurt Aland’ 


-All people under Roman rule (ditione Romana) 
serve you, rulers and princes of the world. 
You yourselves fight for the All-Ruler and the holy faith 
- Ambrnsius' 


AMBROSIAN POLITICS - A MODEL FOR 
THE CHURCH TO THIS DAY 


VIE J\THAT'TASiUS B'AR A/dBB.OStUS (1Ttt LE« 374—597)- to 
Augustine's testimony of the "best and world-famous bishop of 
Milan" - a theologian rather than a church politician: similarly 
unyielding and intolerant, but not as direct; more experienced, 
smoother; a ruler by birth, as it were. And his tactics, far more 
than those of Athanasius, are exemplary for prelate politics to 
this day. 

The saint's informers are in the highest imperial 
authorities. He works deftly from the background, preferring 
to let -the church- act, which he fanarizes so virtuously that 
even troop deployments fail against them. More skillfully than 
Athanasius, he presents God, the religious, the "faith of Christ", 
even though he is not one iota less concerned with influence, nm 
power. But he operates under different conditions; among bona 
fide Catholic Catholics, avowed Nicenets. And the more he 
influences them, the less he admits it; rather, he emphasizes 
precisely then not to intervene in state affairs, since he sees 
himself, almost typically for the pastor politicus up to the 
present, primarily as a theologian, as a pastor. With the utmost 
determination, he appears humble to the last, he arouses 
compassion, emotion, demonstrates flower-eyed poses and 
interprets the apostle's word: -When I am weak, I am strong": - 
Habemus tyrantiidem nostrain: the priest's tyranny is his 
weakness." In serious crises, he generously scatters gold among 
the people and conjures up miraculous martyrdom from the 
depths of the earth. 
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leg. Four rulers in the West fall in his time; he survives. -We are 
dead to the world: what do we care for it any longer?’ 
(Arnbrosius). 

Born in Trier as the son of the Prafect of Gaul uin3H_ or 33q, 
he grew up fatherless with two siblings among Roin's 
aristocrats. Educated in rhetoric and law, he became governor 
(consularis Liguriac ct Aemiliae) in ii= 370 with his official 
residence in Milan. There, the Arian Maxentius had replaced the 
exiled local bishop Dionysius and the Milanese 
who was infected with his eg @$tjgen illness (Theodoret). After 
Maxentius' death, a child's voice suddenly called out three times 
during the turbiilent election of bishops: -Ambrosius Bishop!- 
Whereupon angcblich ailes responded one-one: -Anibrosius Bi- 
schoft" But modest as he was, the not-yet-baptized man refused 
the high office, much more important than his previous one. 
of course. He was even more reluctant to become head shepherd 
in the second city of the West (after Rome). He is even said to 
have taken prostitutes into his house to ruin his rtif. It is also 
said that he escaped at night in the direction of Pavia. But he lost 
his way, a truly momentous mistake, and by daybreak he was 
back where he had just been, probably on the y. 

He was consecrated bishop on December 574 - just eight days 
after his baptism and without the knowledge of even a crude 
layman of the Christendom! 

On the other hand, however, Ambrose's parents were bishops, 
and he counted a martyr or other blood witness among his blue- 
blooded ancestors. His one 
his sister Marcellina had already vowed eternal virginity at a 
young age, with Pope Libcrius, the signatory of the Arian Cfedo 
(p. 3¥i ff), preaching the sermon at Christmas 313, And 
Ambrositis immediately made his brother Satyrus, who bore a 
striking resemblance to him, his most intimate collaborator, the 
administrator of the church's goods. But he himself became the 
main 
nioderringer of abcndlandic Arianism, also the first to 
champion the idea of the Catholic state in the Wake, a 
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Bishop, who not only ruled the church, but also, as the spiritual 
chief prompter of three emperors, the state, an authoritative 
politician thus, according to Erich Caspar: -The leading figure 
of this age."" 

Milan (Mediolanum}, a Gallic foundation, an important 
traffic junction, especially with important roads to the Alyn 
Passes, was the capital of Italy in the d. century, indeed it 
became more and more an imperial residence. Valentinian 11th 
stayed here almost constantly, Gratias often, Theodosius I. 


from j88 to jsiz sowic after his victory over E\tgeni**594) Bishop 
Ambrosius saw the lords almost tiiglich at times. And since 
Valentinian II was barely fiinf when he was proclaimed Augustus 
(3zs), his guardian and stepbrother Gratian was only sixteen years 
old and the Spaniard Theodosius was at least a very courageous 
Catholic, the aristocratic disciple of Jesus had a good grip on the 
majesties. And he did not only approve of their anti-Hdretian and 
anti-pagan religious policy, but also urged them to fight against 
the 

yuden, even under threat of excommunication. It happened that 
the imperial chancery closely copied the text of an "anti-heretic" 
law (dated August 3, 3yq), partly in spirit and partly literally, 
according to a Roman synodal letter (of the year* 37 ) - -without 
doubt an influence of the personal influence of St. Aoibrosius on 
the Emperor= (Rauschen). If the ver- 

The bishop was clearly responsible for the state's fight against 
"heretics", as he did not shy away from either discrimination, 
corruption or incitement of the people, the trappings or the 
imperial officers. For the injustice of the others consisted in 
their religion. And even where Catholics did all too obvious 
injustice (by persecuting, burning and destroying for religious 
reasons), for Ambrose it was the right thing to do. 

This concept of law was implanted by the Emperor's fatherly 
friend and advisor, the firmest pillar of the throne (Niederhu- 
ber), in the minds of the high lords." 

Valentinian Ist (p. 34a ff} had died a few years after 
Ambrose took office. The only sixteen-year-old son Gratian 
I$7S 1!'I - gie him in the reigns. 


aaoSiwiscuE owns y3 


The emperor, blond, handsome, athletic, had no interest in 
politics, -had never learned what it meant to rule and be ruled- 
(Eunapius). He was a passionate runner, sportsman, wrestler and 
horseman, but preferred to kill animals. Day after day he is said 
to have killed countless animals with "supernatural skill", even 
lions with a single arrow. Day after day, of course, he also 
prayed, he was "pious and pure in heart", as at least Ambrose 
asserts, so that people soon began to sneer at him: -His virtues 
would have been perfect if he had also learned the art of politics- 
(Epit. de Caes.)."! 

But Ambrose practiced this art for him. He not only guided 
the young ruler personally - probably since 378 - but also 
influenced his governmental measures. At that time, the ruler 
had issued an edict proclaiming tolerance for all faiths within 
the empire, with the exception of a few extreme sects. However, 
Ainbrosius, who only four years ago had 
Ungetauhe, an enlightenment pamphlet: about the Giaube- U- 
books to Emperor Grafina-, who quickly understood. -Hasten, 
pious bishop, to come to me , he called from the Trier court 
He longed for divine revelations to penetrate deeper into his 
heart. After being taught about the divinity of Christ, he also 
wanted information about the divine person. 'Three 
Books on the I-leitige Geist an Kaiser Gration- followed 3 -- 
But Ainbrosius wanted nothing more than to listen to the 
emperor's words in response to the highest manuscript. For it 
was not the bishop who asked the emperor, but the emperor who 
asked the bishop 
instructed. He had never read anything so voluminous! And 
Gratian himself had barely arrived in Milan at the end of July 
i7s 
- nthe same month, on July 5, he had legally approved the trade 
the clergy by issuing the vectigaJ (also known as lustralis auri 
collano), he annulled the Edict of Toleration, which had only 
been issued the previous year, on August 3 after a conversation 
with Ambrose. Only that, he now decided, was allowed to 
continue as -Catholic-, which his father and he had recognized in 
many decrees as 
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eternally, but "all heresies" were to be silenced for all eternity. 
He forbade all worship of other confessions. Year after year, 
with the exception of 380, he issued anti-heresy decrees, 
imposed confiscation of meeting places, houses and churches, 
banishment and, a relatively new means of religious oppression, 
revocation of the right of testation. He was also the first of all 
Christian emperors to relinquish the title Pontifex Maximus 
(which Roman rulers had held since Augustus) or rather: refused 
to accept it, although the year is still disputed. The military man 
Sapor was ordered to "drive the preachers of Arian divine 
utterance like wild animals out of the divine buildings and return 
them to the noble shepherds and the flocks of God" (Theodoret). 
The toleration of paganism that was common among his 
predecessors - his father had crumbling temples restored at 
government expense - soon ceased ai2f. 381 Gratias moved to 
northern Italy. 38s he tackled the pagan cults of Rome, very 
probably rort Ambrosius advised; in addition, the restoration of 
the Staa'ska8se may have played a role. He also had the 
Markionites hunted and, 

as, of course, the Father (- 349), the Manichaeans and Donatists, 
whose congregation in Rome, incited by Pope 

Siricius (383-3qq), with the help of the state." 

The much younger Vaienfinian JJ. tt 7S 39*I was the saint's 

strongest influence. He routinely played him off against the 
predominantly pagan Senate of Rome and against the entire 
Crown Council. And the last Westerner on the eastern throne, 
the more independent Theodosius 137Wiqy), passed laws 
against pagans or -ket- almost every year of his reign. 
But, even according to Father Stratmann, he was even more 
tolerant than his court bishop, who drove him to take harsh action 
on all sides against pagans, heretics, Jews and all enemies of the 
empire. For -: -It is no longer our old life that we still live, but 
the life of Christ, the life of purest innocence, the life of 
heavenly inspiration, the life of all virtues- (Am- brosius)." 
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How Bishop Ambrose lived the life of Christ, the life of 
purest innocence, heavenly inspiration and all virtues, can be 
seen in many respects. For example, in his behavior towards the 
Goths. We still have to deal with them often, as they played a 
major role in the history of Europe, especially from the yth to the 
thirteenth centuries. 
8th century, played an important role. The source situation here 
is more favorable than for any other East Germanic tribe, and 
the contribution of historiography richer, although, as usual, not 
a little controversial.'* 


ST. AMBRO SIU8 DRIVES TO THE CONFIDENCE OF 
THE GODS - AND EXPERIENCES "THE 
UNDERGOING OFALT ee 


The Goths - called Gutans or Gutés in their language - were the 
main people of the East Germanic tribes. Having probably come 
from Sweden, Gotland or Oster- and Vastergotlarid, they sat in 
the 

-At the turn of the century, they lived on the lower Vistula, 
around iyo on the Black Sea. Around the middle of the 3rd 
century, they split into Ostrogoths and Visigoths (Ostrogoths, 
from the Germanic austra = shining, and Visigoths, from the 
Germanic wisi = good), but always felt themselves to be a single 
people and were usually only called Goths. The Ostrogoths lived 
between the Don and the Dniester (in today's Ukraine), the 
Visigoths between the Dniester and the Danube, from where 
they penetrated into the Balkans and Asia Minor. 

usually referred to as the year -*4 Dacia and Moesia (roughly 
present-day Romania, Bulgaria, Serbia) were constantly under 
their pressure. z6q they defeated Emperor Claudius IL, 
frequently fought 

them Constantine (p. a47 9, and 3yy both peoples (with the 
exception of the remote - Catholic - Crimean Goths, who survived 
until the i6th century) were conquered by the westward-striking 
peoples. century) were conquered by the westward 


advancing 
Overrun by the Huns. This inner-Asian nomadic tribe, which 


had itself been repeatedly defeated and driven out by the 
Chinese and lived only on horseback, was irresistible. 
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nige Tiere-, writes Ammian - from the northern edge of the Caspian 
Sea across the southern Russian plains and conquered a huge 
empire. (By 360 they had crossed the Don and reached Hungary 
by 4io. But you, in alliance with the Visigoths, were defeated by 
the imperial commander Aetius - who had once sought and 
found protection and help from the Huns - in Gaul in the Battle 
of the Catalaunian Fields. Only a few years later, their king 
Attila died, and faster than they had come, they pushed back with 
their main mass to Asia, to the Pontic Steppes, the northern 
Caucasus and the Sea of Azov. They broke up into several 
Snimme "and became known again under the new name of the 
Bulgarians.") 

The Goths in the Balkans, on the lower Danube, the Black 

Sea coast, had been converted early on, as the very first Greeks. 
This began > 3 Jahrhundert through con- 
with the Romans, with prisoners 4 centuries later. 
the Christians bci the /'estgoreri strong ZIS. 3Zj b<stcht already 
a bishopric of Gothia under the orthodox bishop Theophilus, 
a participant in the Council of Nicaea (p. j6zfj 34 there is a 
persecution of Christians, 36q a second one that lasts three years. 
Soon afterwards, however, the majority of the Visigoths were 
Christian. The Ostrogoths, on the other hand, were, if we can 
believe Augustin, 40$ at the time of their attack on Italy under 
Radageis they were still pagans, but when S**4 invaded Italy 
with Theoderic they were also Christians.'-. 

The persecution 3 8 by a -religionless and gotres- 

a pagan, led to the expulsion of Wulfila, the creator consecrated 
u 34* by Euseb of Nicomedia 2q eQbishop of the Christians in 
the land of the Goths". 

of the Gothic library. With him f)oh a group of like-minded 
people, later known as the Lesser Goths. Emperor Constantius I 
settled them south of the Dorian, in the province of Moesia 
inferior, in the Moesian Mountains, where their descendants 
were still living two centuries later." 

The second persecution of Christians among the West-Go 13 


W37*) was carried out by their prince Athanaric. Since he 
already had ancient 
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This is understandable for a man who, for example, refused to 
address Emperor Valens as basileus on the grounds that he 
preferred the term judge, as such a person embodied wisdom, 
whereas a king only embodied power. The second persecution was 
by no means merely a matter of faith. It was above all an anti- 
Roman reaction and was_ linked to the Gothic-Roman war 
between 3 7 <*d 369, but obviously also to a power struggle 
between the princes Athanaric and Fritigern, the representative of a 
pro-Roman and pro-Christian policy.'-. 

After thorough preparation, Valens crossed the Danube in 36d 
and continued a battle against the Goths that Constantine had 
already fought and won in 33s with a formal peace treaty. 
schlufi with the Visigoths (p.*4 ). Valens, without the 
The Roman emperor's warlike format devastated the country, 
headhunted scattered enemies, but never managed to capture their 
main mass, as Athanaric repeatedly and skillfully escaped into 
the Carpathians. When he did confront 3<4 with some of his men, 
he was defeated, but apparently so decisively that Valens was able 
to maintain his refusal to surrender Roman soil. 
and negotiated with him for a whole day on a boat anchored in 
the river in September. The Gothic leader then had a free hand 
to paralyze his own opponents, which led to the three-year 
persecution.” 

Athanarich's rule was only shaken when the Huns overran 
both the Ostrogoths and Visigoths, with Athanarich and Friti 
gern, despite their friendship, fighting side by side against the 
overpowering invaders and Ostrogoth king Ermanarich is said to 
have killed himself out of despair. Some of his people were 
subjugated, the others fled across the Dniester to the Western 
Goths. But even their defense was torn apart in the Hunnic orc. 
With Athanaric they escaped back into the impassable 
Carpathians. (i 8yy Street workers found the Visigothic crown 
treasure near a ruined fortress at Pietrosa; the inscription on a 
neck ring reads: Gutani othal ik im hailag, Hort der 
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Goths, I am invulnerable.) Once again defeated, somee 40 OHD 
bt- 70 CAD Visigoths fled southwards and begged37_ Emperor 
Valens for admission to the Roman Empire.’ 

While Athanaric also left the Gutihfuda, the land of the Gothic 
people, but did not cross the Danube, but chased the Sarma- ti 
from their homeland, the Caucaland, with a smaller tribal 
confederation and settled in the area of later Transylvania, 
Valens allowed the mass of Goths under Fritigern to immigrate as 
foederati, as 
-In the autumn of 3y6, an event of great historical significance, 
they crossed the river, perhaps at Durostorum (Silistria): a long 
line of chariots, oh still with the old pagan shrines on them, 
but also a bishop between them, a saintly priest. And Fritigern, 
who had become an Arian with many of his own in 369, had 
promised Valens the conversion of his still pagan part of the 
population, which the fanatical Ketner would not have 
disliked to hear, but which may have been more oppositionism 
among the Goths: hardship and the Huns on one side, the 
alluring Roman Empire on the other. However, their 
exploitative officers and officials, food shortages and hunger, 
which led quite a few Goths, even chieftains, to enslave their 
own wives and children in barter (even for dog meat) - 
admittedly an almost common practice in the Dorian region - 
and the constant influx of new "barbarians", Ostrogoths, 
Taifals, Alans, Huns, across the open border, all this soon 
drove the newcomers, who flooded the whole of Thrace, to 
revolt and march on Constantinople, reinforcing Hunsehareti 
and Alans, and even local slaves, builders and miners." 

The Goths saw Ulfila, the chief shepherd born to3** VOSt 
@otis¢h-cappadocian parents, as a -highly holy man-. Still on his 
deathbed, he wrote: -I Ulfila, Bishop and Confessor", an 
honorific title associated with the persecution of the Gothic 
Chrisceri, w9ltrscheinlich34*« ee sammenhiangt. But how he - 
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a close collaborator of Fritigern, but a Christian who, like the 
pre-Christian church, -with full awareness cultivated an anti-war 
attitude among his followers- (K.-D. Schmidt) - saw only iifi 
Arianism the -una sancta-, in all other Christians aritichtists, in 
their churches together and otherwise -synagogues of the devil" and 
especially in Catholicism a 

-Wrong doctrine of Roman spirits-, so felt, on the other hand, 
Bishop Ambrose towards the Gothic Arians, who knew no 
salvation through the cross, but only, whatever they might 
understand by it, the following of Jesus: -the most striking 
characteristic of Gothic Arianism- (Giesecke)," 

It is true that when Ambrose commented on the Gospel, he 
could movingly quote the words of Paul, an even greater hater: - 
Love is patient, is kind, is not zealous, is not puffed up." Then 
he could enthuse: "But what would be so wonderful as to turn 
the other cheek to the one who strikes you?" But in fact 
Ambrose did not turn either cheek, he also encouraged this 
through the particularly Christian (and already Patiline) 
consideration: -"Is it not through patience that one returns the 
blows to the sleeper twice over in the form of one's own 
remorse?" 

It is characteristic of our saint that he is often called upon by 

neighbors. 
stenliebe speaks about it in a separate monograph, hisu 
-The love of enemies, however, was apparently only dealt with 
once in more detail! It was for him - as it soon was for Augustine 
(p.J149 i2ftd die ganze 
Church - not useful; wnr for him only signs of the higher 
perfection of the New Testament compared to the Old - which, of 
course, already had it! But nowhere does this result in a binding 
demand for Ambrose. On the contrary, "at no point does he 
conspicuously and unequivocally reject war as unauthorized" 
(K.-P. Schneider). On the contrary! Again and again "the idea of a 
just war emerges directly from him." 

And not just indirectly. Because while in the east of the 
philosopher and prince educator who was close to several emperors 
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Themistios, who never converted to Christianity, sought to 
vetminel o between ecclesiastical political parties as well as 
between pagans and Christians, while he also vigorously 
supported the policy of a peaceful settlement with the Goths 
and implored Valens that he was responsible for all mankind, 
thus also for the "barbarians", whom he had to cherish and 
preserve like rare animals, drove St. Ambrose to the exact 
opposite! 

egre cc his nineteen-year-old protégé Grarian in the name of the 
Lord Jesus against the Goths, the pagans, the -ketzers-, - 
barbarians-. 

The bishop did not lack pathos. -There is no security where 
faith is touched-, he insisted to the emperor. -Rise therefore, O 
Lord, and unfurl your banner! This time it is not the military 
eagles that lead the army, and it is not the flight of the birds that 
Icitct themj it is your name, Lord Jesus, that they call upon, and 
your cross that goes before them ... You have always defended 
cc against the barbarian enemy; avenge it now! - One should not 
take revenge on your Lord Jesus! But Ambrose now referred - like 
the clergy in all wars to this day - to the Old Testament (cf. 1. 
chap.), where Abraham with a small team destroys many 
enemies, where Joshua triumphs over Jericho. The Goths are 
ntin for the saint the people of Gog 1-Gog iste Gothus est"), whose 
extermination the prophet promises, de quo promittitur nobis 
futura victoria; a people that Yahweh, in his pithy way, wants to 
give to birds of prey and other livestock -to the frafi - and not 
least to his own: -And you shall eat fat until you are full, and drink 
blood until you are drunk with the sacrifice that I slaughter for 
you." According to Ambrose, who considers Germanic and 
Arian, Roman and Catholic to be almost equal, only one thing is 
needed to defeat the Goths: true faith! Although the empire was 
always rather pagan and the emperor of the East, Valens, Arian! 
But the bishop ignores this. Faith in God and loyalty to the Empire 
could not be separated. -Where one breaks allegiance to God, one 
also breaks it to the Roman state - where -heretics- are, the 
barbarians- follow. 
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In addition to the military aspect, there was also a political 
aspect. In occupied Illyria, i.e. close to northern Italy and Milan, 
the conflict with the Arians raged alongside the war with the 
external enemy. Seciindianus resided as bishop in Singjdunum, 
Palladius in Ratiaria, Itilia- and Valens in Poetovio, Auxentius 
in Durostorumj but Wulfi)a, particularly active in the eastern 
Danube provinces, was also still alive. And it was not least 
against these influential Christians that Ambrose wanted to 
incite the emperor, especially as Illyrian Arians were also 
agitating in Milan and other cities in northern Italy and the 
influx of Goths was giving new impetus to the heretics. Thus the 
Catholic did not fail to mention the religious siniacion, the 
activity of the Arians, as a danger to the empire and to military 
security, as the "heretical" Untrrrans offered much less protection 
from the Goths, their co-religionists, than the orthodox." 

However, the military aspect was obviously more important to 
Ambrose than the religious aspect, which he emphasizes. After all, 
the god was no longer very far away from his area, and in Roman 
Christendom at that time, according to ancient tradition, the same 
distinction was made between Romans and "barbarians" as 
between humans and animals. The danger came from the enemy 
of the land. So now the bishop's religious zeal is joined by his 
patriotic zeal - as if we hadn't experienced this countless 
times in the First and Second World Wars! And just as the German 
field priests scolded the French as morons beyond compare, 
called them -the Babylon of the West-, -the poison garden of the 
Scinebabels, the modern Sodorn and Gomorrah-, so Ambrose 
already emphasized the depravity of the "barbarians", their 
shamefulness is "worse than death". For him, the uiibritten patriot, 
the enemy is also otherwise the 
-alien-; the -foreigner" (alienigena) almost synonymous with 
unbeliever. He calls the Goths and their kind (Gothi et diversarum 
riationtim viri) -people who used to live on carts-, beings far 
more terrible than pagans (gentes). Thus he is not now fighting 
the unbelieving Romans; rather, he is slamming the 
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army of pagans on his own side and agitates against the 
barbarians", he puts forward religious reasons in order to win 
over the emperor, while he strives for the supremacy of the 
"Roman power, which guarantees him protection. And a very 
prestigious life." Again and again, the holy bishop drives against 
the Goths, swearing to the world not to let up in his efforts. 
-Not only almost all means allowed, but almost demanded - the 
attitude of all priests in war, even and especially in the zo. The 
army commander is praised for his shrewdness in letting barbarians 
fight barbarians and thus protecting Roman weapons, and this army 
commander is himself a non-Christian. Ambrose could hardly have 
shown more revealingly that his aversion to the barbarians was only 
superficially motivated by religious motives (K.-P. Schneider). 
He would never have dreamed of the thought of Basilius, bishop, 
saint and Doctor of the Church like him: "We are so far from being 
able to tame the barbarians with the power of the Spirit and the 
efficacy of his gifts that we are much more likely to make the 
tamed wild again through the outrage of our sins." 

Ambrose had sent his pastoral efforts 'De /ide', written during 
the Gothic conflict, to the Illyrian theater of war for the "holy 
emperor", as he knew that a victory would be won "more through 
the faith of the emperor than through the bravery of the soldiers" 
(fide magis impcratoris quam virtute militum), whereby he still 
agitated against the Arians, who were actually not men at all, 
who were only outwardly men, but inwardly mature animals! 
However, although he prophesied triumph and victory was 
certain for him - as a testimony to the true faith - Gratian, who 
had already mobilized troops from Pannonia and Gaul but had 
only reached the region of Castra Martis in Moesia superior, 
withdrew to march against the Alemanni. Seizing the 
opportunity, they crossed the Rhine and ravaged Roman 
territory. Gratian defeated them in the battle of Argentaria, 
where their king Priarius fell, crossed the Srrom in his turn and 
ezsazaog; their sub#rjo- 
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tion. But it was the last time a Roman emperor crossed the 
Rhine." 

And this victory in the west, the absence of Gratian's power in 
the east, led to a catastrophe there. For when the Goree 3s 
marched towards Constantinople, singing far and wide, burning, 
plundering, beaten by Roman troops 
and defeating them himself, Valens, who had allowed the 
foreigners to settle but had not honored the treaties, personally 
initiated the counteroffensive. AugtlSt 37 
at Adrianopcl with erwa 50 ooo soldiers in front of the united Eastern 
and Westgoren. And while he was rejecting several peace offers 
from Fritigern, who was anxious to gain time, the expected 
Ostrogothic and Alanian cavalry arrived, excellent horsemen 
already equipped with stirrups and spurs as a result of their long 
patrols through Russia and Central Europe. Under the Alanian 
kings Alatheus and Saphrax, they fell on the flank and back of 
the already attacking Roman legions, literally crushing them. 
Two-thirds of the army lay on the battlefield; among them, to 
the satisfaction of many Catholics, the emperor, the -god-fearing 
warrior-, -certainly a judgment of God- (Jordanes). Valens had 
finally thrown himself into the fray, with four of his highest troop 
commanders, while most of his generals fled in the old generals' 
fashion. It was the empire's first bloody rebuff by a nomadic 
people and the first great victory of heavy Ger- man horsemen - 
who dominated the Christian battlefields for the next iooo years, 
until the ii th century - over Roman infantry; according to 
Ammian, the worst defeat in Roman history since Cannae, 
according to Stein the -an- feng of the end of the Roman world 
empire". The Byzantine emperors dissolved their infantry 
regions after this debacle, which heralded the downfall of the 
Impe- rium romanum." 

Ammianus Marcellinus, a Greek writer from Antioch 
The last important ancient historian to be mentioned here on 
several occasions, the chef and soldier, described the battle that 
was to dominate the world for a millennium. 
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War in favor of the cavalry -revolutionierre", himself. At the 
end of his 31 book work, which leads from the end of Tacitus' 
Histories to the catastrophe of Adriano Pel, he describes how the 
Goths deliberately delayed the attack, the Roman troops stewed, 
so to speak, in the heat of the sun and the fires ignited all around 
them, until the Gothic cavalry "like a thunderbolt striking a high 
mountain peak, rode among our people and rode over everything 
in a wild slaughter". The fiasco made a tremendous impression 
on contemporaries. And the war-mongering St. Ainbrosius was 
now horrified: -"We are witnessing the end of the world'." 

-The consequences of the catastrophe were immeasurable 
(Ostro- gorsky). For a century, the Roman eastern empire 
struggled with the Germanic problem’ the Roman western 
empire perished, and Valens’ downfall brought about the final 
demise of Arianism.’ 

In Asia, after this meeting, as a result of which all of Moesia 
and Thrace was lost, the magister militum per Orientem, Ju- 
lius, had all the Gothic soldiers under his command massacred in 
one day. For them the world came to an end; as it did for the 
fallen at Adrianop<I- and for those Goths who succumbed to the 
devastating plague in the following year, 379: the result of the 
prayers of St. Acholius, Bishop of Thcssalonike, as Am- brosius 
knows, for whom the world, obviously predestined to eradicate 
everything non-Catholic, especially everything Arian, did not 
come to an end. For the Arians, who "assumed the name of 
Christians, but sought to wound the Catholics with murderous 
weapons", were, according to Ambrose the anti-Semite (p. q38 
fg), like the Jews, but worse. They resembled the Gentiles, but 
were even worse than them, worse than the Antichrist and the 
devil himself. They had gathered the poison of every heresy, 
"only outwardly men, but inwardly full of the madness of 
beasts." 

This is why Ambrose was also inspired by the Arian Julianus 
Valerie, bishop of Poetovio (Pettau) until his expulsion, 
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today Ptuj in Yugoslavia) because he appeared in the face of the 
Roman army, defiled by Lyon's Gothic godlessness and dressed 
like a pagan. The -heretics-, confined in the West to Milan and a 
few Illyrian bishoprics, had to disappear; 

-the madness of Arian suffering-, -the sickness of the people", 
as the Doctor of the Church Basil also encourages his colleague. 
-Well, Ambrose, who had simply taken over the clergy of his 
predecessor, was soon able to rejoice that there were only two 
Arians left in the entire West. Here, as in the East, the shepherds 
were less attached to the faith than to the chair. 

Catholic zealots wrote to Emperor Theodosius at the time: - 
"These high bishops, who once under Constantine first defended 
the immaculate faith, then condemned it with a hard signature, 
have now converted again to the confession of the Catholic 
faith, as soon as they saw that the emperor was again on the side 
of the Catholic bishops!" 


EMPEROR THEODOS IUS "THE GREAT*: 
FIGHT FOR C "THOLICISM AND 
"BUILDS SHEDS LIKE WATER* 


In Theodositis J- ii7U3q5), the Doctor of the Church Ainbrosius 
had an energetic comrade-in-arms. -According to the Protestant 
theologian v. Campenhausen, barely a year of his reign had 
passed, 

-Without a new law or other measures to combat paganism, to 
suppress heresy and to promote the Catholic Church.--Complete 
annihilation of all dissenters was the goal of his reign from the 
very beginning, and ecclesiastical tradition, which describes 
Theodosius as a tireless promoter of Catholicism and an enemy 
of all heresy and unbelief, has essentially described him quite 
correctly.-" 
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Theodosius, whose father of the same name, already an 
orthodox Christian, held the high post of magister equitum 
praesen- talis before losing it and his head under the 
executioner's axe on the orders of the Catholic Valentinian (p. 3 
), had grown up in the camps of Cricgs. Sincej$7 he had fought in 
Britain and against the Alemanni. In the seventies he shone as dux, 
military commander, of the province of Moesia I {now Serbian 
territory) against Quodians and Surmates. The tall, strikingly 
handsome and, when he wanted to, unusually friendly Catholic 
could -shed blood like water- (Seeck). --Unfortunately, 
according to Bencdiktiner Baur, he was "the last military talent 
who once again brought new light to the martial glory of the old 
Roman Empire." 

On iq. January 3yq, after the heroic death of Valens, Gratian 
elevated the thirty-three-year-old Theodosius to co-regent, an 
emperor who, incidentally, seemed to urgently need to separate 
the capital's estates from one another by means of a strict dress 
code, as well as to impose Valentinian's laws on_ rank, 
precedence and titles in more detail, such as granting senatorial 
titles to the wives of senators. Theodosius I tended towards 
extravagance, courtly splendor, strong favoritism towards 
relatives and, last but not least, enormous financial exploitation, 
especially of the peasants and colons. Even after confiscating all 
property, he used torture to force debtors to continue paying, 
probably in the hope that relatives would stand in for the destitute. 
Of course, he was very strict about chastity. As one of the many 
faithful imperial spouses, he excluded adultery from his 
amnesties and severely punished the second marriage of a 
widow before the end of the year of mourning. 5 Even those 
accused of adultery who had been acquitted but married each 
other were executed. And pdd- erasts had to be publicly burned 
in front of the people - an aggravating death penalty compared 
to the Old Testament and a marriage of Constantius. In short, an 
emperor "who thought more of the salvation of his soul than of 
the salvation of the state" (Cartellieri). Reason enough for the 
Church, soon after his death, 
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the rare epithet -the Grofie- here, as usual, a kind of historical 
profile in nuce." 

Theodosius developed his love for Christ and the military 
even more as emperor. 

Like Constantine, the Arian Constantius II and the Catholic 

Valentinian I, Theodosius also became an ever more 
formidable kricgsheros. His field army comprised around aJo 
infantry units and 88 cavalry regiments, while his border guard 
force was made up of aJo infantry units and 88 cavalry 
regiments. 
- M- 3<7 nfantry and xJ8 cavalry units, plus ten flotillas, all in 
all half a million soldiers. They had to swear by the Holy Trinity 
and the emperor to love and honor him as God did, after an oath 
that was probably taken under him. For before the emperor 
received the name Augustus, they owed him loyalty and obedience 
and tireless service as if he were a present and incarnate God." 
Thus the Christian Vegetius, already a military writer at the time 
and author of a treatise on war." 

The special achievement of the Catholic ruler, however, was 

his new Germanic policy. In his reorganization of the heavily 
thinned-out army, he interspersed it (a tendency that had existed 
since Constantine) with "barbarians" - Franks, Alemanni, Saxons, 
but especially Goths - right up to the highest leadership positions, 
and with this, as it were, "cleansed" the army. 
-He conquered the Balkans from the Goths, officially members 
of the empire, but not citizens of the empire, rather servants of 
the empire. In the first year of his reign, he achieved victories 
over Goths, Alans and Huns. 

Was the Gothic fiirst Athanarich one of the many victims of 
the great Theodosius? Expelled by the Caticalandian Goths, 
perhaps even by his own relatives, he fled to Constantinople, was 
gloriously received on xi. January 3UI YOfl Theodosius and died 
unexpectedly and not yet very old two weeks later, on January 
zy. January -- probably of natural causes (Wolfram). One cannot 
claim the opposite. But in the case of a man like Theodosius it 
can be ruled out. 
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conclude? Does the royal reception accorded to Athanarich, the 
royal funeral, undoubtedly speak for itself? 

Theodosius, supposedly always full of -great courage against 
the vanquished- (ThieB), indeed, -the last great patron of the 
Germanic tribes on the Roman imperial throne (von 
Statiffenbetg), did not fight any regular battles. Rather, in 
continuation of Valens' Gothic headhunting (p. 3qq), as it were, 
he waged a kind of guerrilla warfare, sacrificing his own Gothic 
troops either unintentionally or deliberately (Aubin). He - like 
Gra- tias - sought to round up the individual "barbarian" groups 
one by one. Thus he left separate Gothic contingents’ where 
3 - aswarm of Ostrogoths under the prince Odotheus. In the fall, 
he had requested permission to cross the Danube at the mouth 
of the Danube, which in Thrace 
kien kominandierende mngister militum, Promotus, initially 
refused them. However, he then lured the Goths across the river 
one dark night in order to play the Roman army into their hands. 
They set sail in 3000 dugout canoes and - the river flooded with 
corpses - were immediately destroyed, and the piles of women 
and children left behind were taken captive. The emperor's policy 
towards the Goths would certainly have been similar had he had 
sufficient means at his disposal. Theodosius himself rushed to 
inspect the feat, and on October vz. On October 4th, we 
elephants (a gift from the Persian king) pulling his chariot 
triumphantly entered Constantinople, where he had a 
magnificent column erected to commemorate this and other 
glorious "Barbarian" massacres. A few years later, his army 
commander, Stilicho, dealt a heavy blow to another Gothic 
army. Bishop Thcodoret jubilantly reported the "massacre" of 
"many thousands of slain barbarians". But the prisoners from 
such operations flooded the slave markets of the entire Orient. 
And from now on, Germanic tribes fought on both sides in all the 
wars of migration thanks to Theodosius' achievements.*' 

Of course, what was this besides his religious works! -You 
may be incredibly happy in battles and praiseworthy in other 
respects too 
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have been worthy," as Ambrose praises him, "-the summit of your 
deeds was always your piety." 

After all, the emperor's first significant repressive measure 
was his infamous religious edict -Cunctos populos-, issued in 
Thessalonica on 8 February 380. It was issued in Thessalonica on 
February 8, 380, a year after his accession to the throne, barely 
after he had pacified the Goths by negotiating with them and had 
himself recovered from a life-threatening illness. 

Apparently without any episcopal assistance, the then not yet 

baptized Theodosius proclaimed the compulsion to believe by 
declaring, in the language of an -almost insane fanatic of faith on 
the throne- (judge), Catholicism to be the only legal religion in 
the empire, but all other Christians to be "mad and insane". "They 
must first be struck by the divine vengeance, then also by the 
punishment of our Zomcs-, which Theodosius imposed in 
accordance with the divine decree (ex caeltsti arbitiio). The 
emperor had spoken of subjugating not only the bodies, but 
now also the souls, perhaps influenced by the fanatical local 
bishop Ascholios, after he had requested baptism from him in his 
serious illness and in expectation of death. The Codex Lustinianus 
places the edict at the beginning of all laws. Further religious 
decrees by the ruler followed in the same year, renewed and very 
harsh anti-heretical decrees in the next, where the Council of 
Constantinople appointed by him - at which neither Pope Damasus 
nor a Roman legate was present - defeated the state law: the 
-great- or Nicaeno-Constantinopolitan faith- 
The Christian creed, which is still valid today, was the only one 
accepted by all Christian churches. It adopted the formulas of 
Nicaea almost word for word, but as a novelty it emphasized the 
full divinity of the spirit, of which nothing nearer was known or 
even said in Nicaea, even if it had already been nominally included. 
As the state religion, Catholicism enjoyed a monopoly position, and 
all other denominations were put to the sword, especially Arianism - 
from 
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the Goths for a few more decades - and everything that was 
understood by this. Specially requested troops quelled unrest 
and uprisings all around, the Arian bishops were expelled and 
their churches handed over to the Catholics. 

In Constantinople, then almost entirely Arian, the Arians still 
attack the Catholic church during the Easter Vigil in 380, with 
monks and even women committing serious outrages. At the end 
of November, the emperor removes the aged Homoean 
Demophilus, who does not want to become a Nicaenian, as bishop 
and banishes him. An Athanasian, church teacher Gregory of 
Nazianzus, now moves in under the protection of a weapon. A 
storm arises, -as if I-, he says himself, -wanted to introduce 
several gods instead of one. Demophilus' followers demonstrate 
on all the streets and squares. Even during the service, Gregory's 
church is attacked, especially by monks. A hail of stones crashes 
past him onto the altar; his murder is seriously considered, as 
many Catholics are also 
Theodosius baptized the enemy-3 and appointed the yurite 
Nektarios as patriarch of the capital, a layman who had not even 
been baptized (!) and who was even relatively unknown in church 
circles, although not yet unpopular. He was consecrated bishop 
immediately after his baptism. No Nieaener, formerly such a 
loud caller for the -libcrras ecclesiae-, protested against the 
emperor's arbitrariness. On the contrary: even the Synod of Rome 
{y8z) approves the election. Nectarios' palace was burned down 
in 388, but 
he rebuilt it, extraordinarily large and luxurious, and remained 
on his throne until 397 and is still venerated as a saint in the 
Byzantine Church today." 

In Catholicism, however, Ambrose is also venerated as a saint - 
not despite, but because he ruthlessly and successfully subjugated 
everything: pagans, heretics, Jews, the originator of countless 
tragedies. 
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Dix Bxxa PFUNG DES HEIDENTUMS 
THROUGH AhiBROSIUS 


He himself, like many church fathers, was influenced by pagan 
philosophy, especially Plotinus. But he speaks of it in a highly 
derogatory manner, associating it with "idolatry", a special 
invention of Satan, and also with "heresy", especially the 
Arians. If this philosophy has anything good at all, then - from the 
Holy Scriptures - from Ezra, David, Moses, Abraham and 
others! He also rejects the whole of natural science as an attack on - 
Deus maiestatis-. For him, paganism as a whole is -arma diaboli- 
, the fight against it "a fight against the realm of the devil" 
(Wytzes)." 

The young Gratian had at first obviously spared the pagans 
(p. qo3), but had learned from his spiritual mentor, 
-to perceive the Christian emperorship as an obligation to 
subjugate the old state religion- (Caspar). This was no longer 
difficult, Christianity was already established and paganism had 
been widely defeated. And after the visit of Gra- tian and his co- 
regent 17 to Rome, the still 
strongly orthodox city the destruction of a Mithras shrine 
by the city prefect Gracchus, who, standing before his deed, 
probably proved his worthiness. In the summer of 3 - Ambrose 
stayed in Rome, certainly appalled by the numerous pagans, 
The Christian members of the Senate had to swear an oath of 
allegiance before the image of Victoria, as the then Pope 
Damasus I, a Spaniard, called them, while Ambrose simply 
spoke of persecution. And at the end of the same year, the prince 
(who was soon killed) decreed 
On the advice of Ambrose" (Thraede), - certainly not without 
the influence of his fatherly advisor Ambrose - (Nie- derhuber), 
he issued a series of drastic anti-pagan decrees for the city, 
withdrawing state subsidies from various cults and priesthoods, 
such as the popular Vestal Virgins, taking away tax exemption 
and the land ownership of temples." 

Perner, the monarch delivered the statue of Victoria, a captured 
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Tarentine masterpiece and highly revered symbol of Roman 
world domination, from the Senate Hall. As Victoria was one of 
the oldest national deities and her cult image had stood in the 
sitatine hall since Augustus (only Constantius II had_ briefly 
removed it), most senators and Rome's pagan citizens saw 
themselves deprived of their most sacred possession. They 
quickly sent envoys to the court, but they were not even 
received, even though they were led by Aurelius Symmachtis, 
Rome's most prominent man of letters, who was also related to 
Ambrose and had good relations with Ciratian." 

Two years later, in 38d, Symmachus made another pilgrimage 
north with a delegation, this time to the Ho/ Valentinians If. The 
situation seemed favorable. Symmachus himself was now prefect, 
holder of the highest imperial office in the city. Next in line as 
praetorian prefect was VettinS Agorius Praetextatus, a fervent 
defender of the Old Believers and from a very distinguished 
background. And other influential men were not Christians 
either: the highly educated Virius Nioomachue Flavianus, active 
as a writer, temporarily praefectus praetorio per Italiam, 
apostrophized by Symmachus in all his letters as a "brother"; the 
two magistri pracsentales, the army commander Rumoridus and 
the magistri pracsentales, who was strongly supported by 
Valentinian II. and Aiigustinus 38J', when Augustin was still a 
pagan, sang the praises of Bauto 
{both freely sided with the Christian emperor). Symmachus thus 
presented his famous request for the altar to be erected with 
justified hope, in accordance with the classical understanding of 
law: ius suum cuique. MeBfully, as diplomatically clever as he 
was literarily poignant, the man - still defamed in our time as - 
borné, hypocrite et égoiste- (Pasclioiid) - asked for tolerance. - 
We look up to the same stars, a sky arches over us, a world 
surrounds us. What does it matter* that everyone searches for the 
truth with a different insight?" 

They were deeply impressed and ready to give in. Saints and 
Christians voted in favor in the crown council. However, just as 
two years earlier, Ambrose intervened, standing up as the 
See lsorger. 
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behind the thirteen-year-old ruler, declared the consenting 
pagans to be incompetent and the dissenting Christians to be bad 
Christians. He was just as uninterested in the legal situation as he 
was in the ethical integrity of Symmachus, of whom he himself 
once wrote that he could certainly serve as a role model for a 
Christian. No, he was interested in the power of Klertis. 
"Nothing is more important than religion, nothing more 
important than faith!" Ambrose recalled the schr antipagancn 
older co-emperor (who had just left Mayland). He brusquely 
threatened the young regent with expulsion in the afterlife. 
"Don't apologize for your youth - even children have bravely 
confessed Christ, and there is no such thing as a boy's faith." He 
blatantly announced his excommunication. If he made an 
unfavorable decision, there would no longer be a place for him 
in the church. This was the first time a bishop had threatened an 
emperor with excommunication. Indeed, Ambrose claimed that 
the restoration of the age would be a religious crime and 
tantamount to persecution of Christians! So the zealot had the 
satisfaction of seeing the imperial boy rise up like a Daniela 
and reject the pagans. -For the saint knew no other way for 
the welfare of the state than that everyone should worship the 
true God, which is the God of Christians ... (He himself replied 
to Symmachus' objection that Gratian's assassination, the last bad 
harvest and famine were the consequences of the wrath of the 
gods: political success and success had no_ connection 
whatsoever with religion)." 
It is also significant that the Prince of the Church 
unhesitatingly 

falsified, it seemed opportune to him. (Of course: how many 
bishops would falsify records in the Middle Ages and, admittedly, 
even worse!) Ambrose lied that Christians already formed the 
majority in the empire and that the majority of the Roman Senate 
was also Christian (cum maiore iam curia Chri- stianorum numero 
sit referta). Both did not correspond to the facts, which Ambrose 
himself occasionally let slip. Just as Augustine mentions the 
pagan preponderance. Since Gibbon, therefore, despite rare 
exceptions, it is almost 
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The unanimous view of scholars is that Ambrose deliberately says 
here 
the untruth." 

Albrecht Dihle convincingly shows that Symmachus does not 
appeal to the emperor's benevolence, does not ask for a favor, but 
reclaims a right, that he argued primarily from a legal point of 
view, whereas in Ainbrosius right and wrong do not play a major 
role. Rather, he clearly turns away from traditional jurisprudence 
and legislation. 

-certainly one of the most impressive civilizing achievements of 
the Roman state". According to Ainbrosius, it is much less 
about public welfare (salus publica) than about the salvation of 
the emperor (ealus apud Deum); the emperor is above the law, 
but as -miles Christie, he has to serve Christ, that is, the Church, 
and enforce its commandments in government and legislation. 
-There are also shocking manifestations of a lack of a sense of 
justice from the pen of Ambrose ..." If, for example, Catholics 
burn down a Valentinian church, if they destroy a synagogue - in 
the eyes of the saint this is not in the least an injustice." 

Christian circles denounced Symmachus to the emperor, 
perhaps because of his activities in attempting to restore the 
Victoria Altar. The city prefect was said to have dragged 
believers out of the churches and even had them tortured. 
Although Symmachus was able to justify himself impressively, 
even presenting a letter of exoneration from the Roman bishop 
Damasus, he re-signed and submitted his dismissal." 

Like the pagans, Ambrose also fought the ‘heretics’, especially 
the Arians or what he considered them to be. 
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AMBROSIUS VERI41CHTET 
THE ARIAN CHRISTIANITY OF THE WEST 


For Anibrosius, -heretics- were -nothing other than the brothers 
of the Jews- (non aliud quam fratres sunt Judaeorum). Certainly 
a terrible accusation in his eyes. Sometimes the Jews seemed 
worse to him than "heretics", but mostly they seemed worse than 
the Jews, as they threatened the "Church of God" much more 
directly, dividing it. And heresies sprang up like mushrooms. 
Every day, Ambrosiiis claimed, brought a new heresy, and the 
more they were fought, the more would emerge. A single day 
was not enough to list all the -nomina_haereticorum 
diversarumque sectarum". St. Bishop complains about the eternal 
theme, this incessant war. But he does not let go of it. 
-apostolieus- win a treasure with interest", he atiackiere 
"Heretics- who are sly and untameable like foxes, who 

-Chri8ten" like wolves in the night.'* 

Although Ambrose disputed many a "doctrine" - he wrote two 
books -*--e-"-itentia- alone against the Novatians - his main focus 
was on the Arians, against whom he wrote five books 'De fide 
od iSratianum'’, three books 'De Spiritu Sancto- and another opus. 
Arians were the worst for him, especially as they 
sat in his own episcopal city! And especially in nearby Illyria! 
From all -heresies-, he knew, they gathered their gih and then 
splashed it around, completely bottomless in their means, 
falsifying the 'Holy Scriptures-, subtly, according to need, 
taking out parts, writing in parts, -antichrists-, worse than Satan. 
He recognized the true divinity of Christ, but Arius did not 
(verum filium dei fate- batur, Arrius negat)." 

Such devils had to be put to an end, and Ambro- 
sius did this on3, September 381 at a synod in Aquileia, which 
brought him - the soul of the negotiations - (Rauschen) to fame 
in the West in one fell swoop." 

Inspired by Gratian, the meeting of Ambrosius' 


426 UfRGH E1'4 tRHRER A MBROSIUS 


Palladius of Ratiaria, his old opponent, admittedly wanted a 
general council, which the emperor promised. But Ambrose, 
who had been fighting Western Arianism for years, especially its 
strongholds in northern Italy, in the Illyrian region, feared an 
assembly with many Orientals. He also wanted anything but a 
discussion, but rather a condemnation of the -heretics-. So he 
thwarted the great council by presenting its difficulties and costs to 
the emperor, the journeys from all over the empire, the burden for 
those living far away, even thatii for a simple affair. He suggested 
that only Italians should be appointed, as he felt that in his petition 
to Gratias he had already been authorized to establish the true faith 
together with a number of northern Italian ministers. The young 
regent gave in, and so, at the agreed general council, a small pro- 
vincial synod was held, at which the Romans were neither 
present nor represented by delegates. With the exception of the 
bishops Palladius of Ratiaria and Secundianus of Singidunum, who 
had traveled from Illyria and were not Arian but not Nicene, only 
about three dozen Orthodox Catholics attended; zthn, twelve 
Upper Italians among them as the hard core, as "conspirators" 
(Palladius) of Ambrose, who later mocked the two "heretics" - 
who dared to oppose the council with their powerless and godless 
speeches. In short, only enemies of the two were there, and Arian 
laymen were excluded even as listeners. Ambrose had exactly the 
council he wanted and the reins in his hands. 

The Jllyrians came to Aquileia without mistrust. Emperor 
Gratian, just in Sirmium, had to dispel their concerns at an 
audience. He claimed, wrongly, that the other Orientals had also 
been invited. Either he was lying to the bishops or, more likely, 
St. Ambrose had deceived him. Only in Italy did they find 
themselves without their oriental colleagues and duped." 

The aged Palladius declared at the beginning: -We come as 
Christians to Christians-, and in this he was not mistaken. 
Otherwise, however, he had been deceived on his own, about the 
exclusion of the Orientals 
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as well as the actual intention of the synod. For although the 
Illyrians had been promised freedom of debate, the saint turned 
the scene into a rule-breaking interrogation in the blink of an 
eye. It didn't help that Palladius reproached him: -Your request 
has caused [the Orientals] not to come. You feigned intentions [to 
the emperor] that you did not really have, and thus tore the [se. 
general] council apart." It did not help that Palladius demanded the 
general council promised to him, that he denied the authority of the 
assembly without explanation, that he confessed more than once 
that he did not follow Arius, knowing nothing of Arius, that 
Secundianus referred to the Bible. It didn't help that the two of 
them also demanded elected scribes. For almost only the attacks 
of their opponents were recorded in the minutes. They 
negotiated as dishonestly as they had begun. They remained 
unmoved by all the protests. After all, Ambrose thought that 
arguing and debating was not an appropriate way to discuss 
sacred matters because, as he once put it, -philosophical 
argument flaunts lavish words, but piety observes the fear of God. 
Ambrose led the cause, and his followers fell in like a choir at 
the decisive points. Bishop Palladius, to whom violence was even 
inflicted, who was clutched and prevented from continuing, finally 
shouted, calling Ambrose, who had already been singled out in a 
pamphlet as an evildoer, phrase-monger, heretic and enemy of the 
Bible, now a "goneless man", even a perpetrator of crimes. The 
"right-believers" repeatedly hurled their 

"Anathema" in between. And finally, they unanimously and 
formally condemned the "Arians", who clearly distanced 
themselves from Arius, as blasphemers of Christ, Arians, and 
ensured their disappearance. Bishop Julianus Valens was also 
cursed in absentia, defamed as a traitor to his country, a Gothic 
idolatrous priest and demanded the banishment of the 
abominable blasphemer. Ambrose, however, who had 
disregarded "the simplest sense of truthfulness and moral 
decency" in the turbulent meeting, the acts of which suddenly 
broke off for no apparent reason, now also suggested to the 
emperor, whom he immediately wrote to in a letter, that he was 
a traitor. 
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asked for confirmation of the resolutions, -a completely wrong 
picture” (v. Campenhausen) S° 

At a one-day synod, the saint had the two bishops 
interrogated, condemned and deposed. However, the Illyrians 
could have been warned. Only three years earlier, a Roman 
synod under Damasus, with considerable help from Ambrose 
again, had ordered that anyone who was condemned by the 
Roman bishop's decision and wanted to illegally keep their 
catechism ... voti the prdfects fcalietis or the imperial vicar of 
Rome, or else face judges whom the Roman bishop bestellIt'’-. 
Expressis insisted on "state coercion" and asked the rulers to 
banish deposed but insubordinate episcopalians from their 
priests, which happened almost regularly, as isnow the case with 
the heretical Illyrians. A final attempt by Palla- diiis and 
Sccundian, together with the Gothic bishop Wiilfila, on a 
binrcim to Koustonrinopcl failed despite their relatively friendly 
reception by the emperor. Arianism was thus finished in western 
Rome.° 

But there were still significant aftermaths; above all the dispute 
mic of the Empress Mutrer Justina, who cooks up Arianisinus in 
the ge "id- Bigter form of the Semiarians. 

After the death of Justina's stepfather Gratian, her influence 
had grown through the de facto guardianship of her own son 
Valentinian II. But when Sle asked for the small older basilica 
Portiana extramurana (San Vittore al Corpo) outside the city 
walls for herself and her bishop Mercurinus Auxentius, a pupil 
of the Goth Wiilfila (p. 40Uf), at Easter 3 s, Ambro- siiis 
immediately and brusquely refused. Yet he had at least nine 
churches in Milan. Nor had he protested in the slightest when 
Emperor Gratian had recently given a Catholic church to the 
Arians. But now he asked how he, a priest of God, could 
abandon his temple to heretical wolves? He unabashedly called 
Bishop Mercurinus a wolf in sheep's clothing (Vestitiim ovis 
habcr ... intus lupus est), who greedily and mafilos sought whom 
he could devour. In reality 
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He, Ambrosius, was only a man, because the Arian only wanted 
one church, Ambrosius wanted them all. In reality, he devoured! 
And as a tumult arose, his rabid hordes were already forcing 
their way past the guards into the palace of the S5council, all 
ready, says Am- brositis, -to be killed for the faith of Christ-, the 
young emperor gave in, terrified." 

However, when Justina unceremoniously passed through the 
gate basilica and had the imperial pennant strings stretched as a 
sign of confiscation, Ambrose's troops rushed in again, beat up an 
Arian priest and occupied the house. The government ordered 
innumerable interrogations and imposed a huge fine of soo 
pounds of gold on the merchants, but they boasted that they 
would pay twice as much if only they would save their faith 
(Ambrose). The saint, however, who was regarded everywhere as 
the instigator of the uprising, claimed that it was not he who had 
stirred up the people. It was not his business, but God's, to calm 
them down again. In fact, he had the agitation 
-to the extreme (Diesner). And with the utmost determination he 
also refused to pacify the crowd. He called the opposing clergy 
"idolaters" and the Arian Church a "whore". He cynically 
confessed that he also had his tyranny, "the tyranny of the 
priest is his weakness. At the same time, he prodded against evil 
women, referring to Eve, Jezabel and Herodias in ever more 
transparent allusions. He was dealing, says Augustine, with the 
fury of a woman - but a queen. When the government ordered 
another church to be destroyed, the bishop threatened to 
excommunicate any soldiers who obeyed, whereupon some of 
them changed fronts, but of course 
-to pray and not to fight" {Ambrosius). Justine, too, capitulated 
jetct. And even the emperor, urged by officers to perform a 
reconciliation service, resigned angrily: -You would hand me 
over to him bound, if Ambrosius had ordered you to do so. 
ablele-.* 

However, after Valentinian, who was as Arian-minded as the 
Mother, issued an edict of tolerance on January 3, j8s. January 
j8s, Valentin allowed non-orthodox worship services by means 
of an edict of tolerance and subjected any disturbance to strict 
sanctions. 
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The empress repeated her attempt at Easter, now with a city 
basilica. But once again Ambrosiiis stood up to her. First he 
made sure he had the support of his neighbors, then he occupied 
the threatened churches day and night with a kind of "perpetual 
worship", had sermons preached "in this holy captivity" 
(Augustine), sang hymns, distributed gold coins among the 
rushing Catholics, who were determined to die with their bishop 
(Augustine); 

-eheare to die than to leave their bishop- (Sozomenos); just as 
Ambrose, for his part, steadfastly declared himself ready for 
martyrdom, -willing to endure "anything" for the sake of 
Christ.-" 

Not only did another troop deployment fail, but also, 2kYOP 
SChon, a confrontation between Ambrose and Mercurinus before a 
court of arbitration, which the emperor had been seeking. 
Bishops, Ambrose claimed in a letter to Valentinian, -bishops 
can only be judged by bishops-! For the emperor stands -in the 
church, not above the church" (imperator enim intra ecclesiam 
non supra ecclesiam est), so he cannot judge bishops, but the 
bishop, as such, can judge the emperor! No hierarch had ever 
allowed himself to do this to a ruler. (In the middle of the q. In 
the middle of the q. century, however, notorious Christian 
forgeries, the pseudo-Isidorean decretals, demanded that "all 
princes of the earth and all people obey the bishops". And 
finally, the popes also demanded it . . .)-' 

The prelates certainly desired a privilcgium fori as early as 
the d. )ahrhundert - they had long had every reason to withdraw 
from the criminal jurisdiction of the state; which they could 
freely do only by a constitution of Constantius II, the Arian, 
anno 
3 y, and briefly enough. Ambrose himself referred to a precept 
from the year 3*7 According to this, priests were not only to 
judge priests in matters of faith, but also in other matters if a 
bishop was being prosecuted and a causa morum was to be 
investigated. But the precept has not been preserved anywhere. 
Did it ever exist?" 

What is certain is that Ambrose possessed a truly divinely 

blessed 
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A feel for everything he needed. This is drastically 
demonstrated by his discovery of two martyrs at just the right 
moment: at the height of the cultural struggle in Milan in the 
summer of 386 - "to tame the good of that woman", as 
Augustine, the eyewitness, aptly puts it. Research speaks of the 
"Ambrosian martyrs" (Ewig) and of Ambrose himself as the 
-Wcgbereiter und Forderer der Martyrerverehrung im Abend- 
land- und zwar, gleichfalls gut bemerkt, -in besonderer Weise" 
(Dassmann)." 


ROUND ONE OF THE CHURCH TEACHERS S 
OR - L'ELEMENTO SOPRANNATIJRALE" 


At the time, Ambrose had a burning desire to find the bones of 
any martyrs, especially as the Mayans were eager for a treasure 
trove of relics for the basilica Ambrosiana, which he had just 
built and consecrated. And indeed, St. Gervasius and Protasius, 
hitherto unknown to the whole world, told Ambrose in a 
dream that they were resting in a church and wanted to be 
brought to light. Krah of his 

-He pursues the SaChe with a glowing foreboding {ardor 
praesagii) and indeed, in the basilica Felicis et Naboris, 
surrounded by his flock, hardly able to speak for emotion, 

-i corpi venerati dei Santi Martiri Gervaso e Protaso- (Zulli), the 
precious blood witnesses, -unverwest- (Augustine), from the 
depths. The earth was even still reddened by the blood of the 
heroes, beheaded giants, Ambrose said, "as the old times 
brought forth". (And the theologians!) No wonder scholars are 
pondering which devilish persecutor of Christians they should 
blame for this bloodshed, as terrible as it was fruitful, and an 
expert like Gabriele Zulli has to confess: 

-Ancora oggi la questione non * definita ...- An act pleasing to 
God, which -the severely tested confessor bishop- (Niederhuber) 
obviously used to kindle the fervor of faith of his -hei- 
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bones in the air! - fighters, which decided his victory. At least this 
is what his biographer Paulinus and St. Augustine, who lived in 
Milan at the time, wrote. However, the imperial court thought 
the whole thing was a set-up. And even in more recent times, not 
everyone swears by it, there are not just morons and opportunists. 
Previté-Orton speaks of "pious deception", Stein of a "large-scale 
fraud". While Protestant von Campenhsusen in all this 

-nothing", which should give rise to suspicion of Ambiosius' 
honesty - and the Italian Salesian Gabriele Zulli even earned a 
doctoral degree with his defense of the Ambrosian martyr's 
intuition (Vidi- mus et approbamus) - deservedly so, one can only 
say, considering how astutely he repeatedly refers to -l'elemento 
soprannaturale-." 

Research emphasizes: the detailed circumstances of the 
martyrological activity, the finding of the bones, the recovery, 
the identification, everything is described by Ambrose - 
remarkably soberly-, -very briefly- and leaves -many questions 
unanswered-; he made -little fuss- about the discovery of the 
two saints. And even his other "martyr's inventions", which 
others have attributed to him - we will come to this shortly -, are 
only mentioned by him himself with restraint or are completely 
concealed (Dassmann). This modesty, which is astonishing for a 
church friar, is consistent with the fact that homilies on martyr 
feasts and feast days are completely absent from his great 
writings. That he responds to miracles in a surprisingly taciturn 
manner. And is it not also worth mentioning that he originally 
wanted to be buried under the altar of the new Basilica 
Ambrosiana, but no longer after the burial of -Gervasius- and - 
Protasius- there? He pretended to be reverent. But perhaps it 
was just a remnant of -taste- after all the martyrological lack of 
taste? Simply the desire not to rot along with someone's bones?" 

It is also interesting to note how quickly Bishop Ambrose 
discovered venerable corpses disappeared again. The 
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Most commentators pass over this in silence; hardly by chance. 
And Ernst Dassmann, who pondered this egg, explains it - not 
very plausibly - by the alleged endeavor "not to jeopardize peace 
again" and by a 
- even if it is only a slight - -displeasure towards the Zursehau- 
the placement of unburied remains". What is certain is the 
bishop's great insistence on rapid burial - and the people's no 
less great insistence on the opposite. Ainbrosius de- 
covered the two martyrs aM -7- Jilfl*3 . They were finally 
buried after just two days. However, the large crowd had 
demanded that the burial be postponed until the following 
Sunday and the saint only g1it this with all his might. 
Effort prevented. Wait? Well, it was summer, probably warm, if 
not hot - should the confessors who had been -unweathered- for 
so many decades have started to strike in two days? - What does 
Lichtenbetg say? -"First the natural considerations are made 
before the spiritual ones come, and always first of all try to see 
if something can be explained in a very simple and natural 
way." 
The triumph was considerable. The expected under promptly 
followed, again witnessed by none other than Augustine: a blind 
man who touched the reliquary with his shroud, the Schfachtcr 
Severus, received his sight, possessed people and other sick 
people were healed. Ambrose finally had his religious treasure. 
In two ceremonial sermons, cr -Gcrvasius" and 
-Protasius as a defender of orthodoxy and gave it the authentic 
Denning: -Look, all of you, these are the biindes- comrades I 
seek with atiss." (And prayed: "Lord Jesus, thank you that you 
have reawakened the strong spirit of the holy martyrs for us at 
such a time ...". Soon the rich Roman matron Vestina 
consecrated the hl. Milanese donors an extensive endowment, 
including the properties in Rome, Chiusi, Fondi and Cassino, as 
well as interest income of around 'oo Golsolidi: titulus Vestinae! 
(Later, Vestina was set aside and the titulus was named after a 
martyr). Ambrose's name quickly spread enormously. 
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The cult was promoted across Western Europe and, through 
Augustine, in Africa. In Merovingian Gaul alone, there are six 
cathedrals dedicated to the -Martyrs Gervasius and Protasius- as 
well as many other -Gervasius- and -Protasius- churches, as far as 
Trier and Andernach. After all, there were so many relics of the 
two blood witnesses all around that new miracle reports were 
needed to explain them."° 

Inspired by his success and blessed by God as he was, seven 
years after the first -sacra invenzione- in Milan, in the summer of 
393, during a visit to Bologna, the bishop once again uncovered 
two completely unknown saintly heroes: - Agricola- and - Vitalis- 
- in the Jewish cemetery of all places. Among crowds of Jews 
and Christians, Ambrositis collected various treasures with his 
own hand and brought them to Florence to enrich a newly built 
basilica donated by the widow Jtiliana. Even the cross was 
found, from which -Agricola- had suffered, as well as such 
quantities of nails that the martyr's wounds must have been more 
numerous than his limbs" {Ambrosius). Finally, two years later, 
3qy, at the end of un periodo caratteristico del ciilto delle 
reliquie- (Zulli), the talented explorer once again stepped up( 
two blood sacrifices, St. -Nazarius- and Celsus-, now in a 
garden outside Milan - but remains modestly silent about them 
in all his works, where, however, he also describes his other 
-matryrerinventions- mentioned only cautiously; while v. 
Campenhausen only seems to recognize new evidence of 
Ambrose's honesty in his ever new finds. Biographer Paulinus, 
however, who was present, saw 
+The blood of the martyr -Nazarius" - again deep darkness 
envelops the martyrdom - "as fresh as if it had been shed on 
the same day, and his head, cut off by his attempted 
persecutors, so complete and intact with hair and bon that it 
looked as if it had just been washed and prepared ..."! In the 
Gallic province of Embrun, however, "Nazarius" and "Celsus" 
were already venerated as national apostles in the 5th century, 
and even in the Parisian Basilica of the Holy Cross 5t. Germain 
des Prés, their relics were still kept." 
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While Ambrose was undoubtedly the leading man of his time 
in the destruction of Arianism in the Western Roman Empire, 
where his ingenious sense of martyrdom stood him in such good 
stead, he played only a (sad) supporting role in the bloody defeat 
of the Spanish Priscillians. 


Dxs KEsELTREIBEN AGAINST PRISCILLIAN - 
ThEY RECEIVE MESSAGES FROM CHRISTIANS 
THROUGH CxRISTEFI 


Priscillian, a learned lay Christian, born around 3aJ, from a noble, 
wealthy family, was neither wealthy nor demanding. According to 
Sulpicius Severus, the biographer of St. Min of Tours, he 
renounced money and income. Educated, diligent, eloquent and 
impeccable in character, but appalled by the laxity of the clergy, 
Priscillian made his debut in Lusitania around jy5 as the hatipt of 
an ethical-ritoristic movement. It advocated strict asceticism 
(including a vegetarian diet because it considered meat food to be 
unnatural), high esteem for the prophetic and a certain dualistic 
way of thinking, and quickly spread across Spain. Bishops also 
adhered to it, especially Lisran- tins and Salvian. Among them, 
Priscillian himself was consecrated Bishop of Avila in 381i. The 
majority of the episcopate, however, stood against sic, although 
Priscillian and his followers made a point of being in full 
agreement with the teachings of the Church. Under the 
leadership of Hyginus of Cérdoba (who denounced Priscillian 
but agreed with him), Hydatius of Mérida and Ithacius of 
Ossonoba {Faro), a great glutton who was opposed to all 
asceticism from the outset, the Priscillianists were opposed. A 
Synod of twelve bishops in Zaragoza decreed a 

-<- - * 4 ctober 380 under Hydatius of Merida some of theircr 
views and practices, but not yet themselves. When they changed, 
the Spanish bishops conceded a new council to them. But 
Hydatius thwarted it. He showed Priscillian and 
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his followers for "Manichaean heresy" to Emperor Gracias, who 
now, perhaps advised by Ambrose, ordered the persecution of the 
"Manichaeans and pseudo-bishops" by the state." 

When Priscillian, Instantius and Salvianus then came in winter 
3 1/8z in Milan and Rome, Ambrose refused to interfere, and 
Pope Darnasus even refused to receive him. They petitioned the 
Roman in vain: -Give us a hearing ... give us, we implore, letters 
to your 
Brothers, the Spanish bishops with ..." Only on their journey home 
did Priscillian and Instantius (Salvianus had died in Rome) receive 
justice at court in Milan, if only by bribing the magister officiorum 
( - court marshal) Macedonius. The imperial edict was revoked and 
the accused were allowed to return to their chairs. However, arrest 
warrants were issued against their particular opponents. Priscillian 
and his mortal enemies, the bishops Ithacitis and Hydatius, turned 
to the court in Trier, where the usurper Maximus (p. z f), an 
orthodox Spaniard who wanted to make himself popular with the 
Spanish episcopate but had reason enough to see anti-Priscillianists 
in the bishops of Italy as well. So in the spring 
3 Priscillian and his richest followers. Ithacius and 
Hydatius acted as prosecutor. Their victims were killed by fol- 
The first Christians were officially condemned to death by 
Christians and immediately beheaded - for alleged corruption of 
morals and magic arts" {malefi- cium): seven people, Priscillian, 
the clerics Felicissimus and Armenius, the deacon A urcilus, a 
certain Lutronianus, an Asarivus and the rich widow Euchrotia. 
Bishop Britto of Trier and his successor Felix also committed the 
crime, as did most of the Gallic prelates. In Bordeaux, a 
Priscillian woman died at the hands of the Catholic mob in the 
same year. A number of heretics were banished. The invasion 
spread to Spain. But the usurper Maximus, a zealous Orrhodox 
who had only just been made a usurper and claimed to have 
been -divinely inspired- to take the throne. 
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(divino nutu), who sat at the imperial table with St. Martin of 
Tours, and also consorted with other bishops at his court, w a s 

sent by the high clergy around Ithacius, 

-tribuni ciim iure gladii- to 5pania to track down the -heretics", 
to take their lives and property, and adorned himself in an 
epistcl to Pope Siricius with his merits for Catholicism by 
liquidating the -Manichaeans ." 

The horror of the bloody deed of Trier, where Athanasius had 
already been exiled as a heretic and promoted tyranny of the 
faith, was still immense at the time. At the Council of Toledo 
(Om), clerics, supported by Bishop Herenas, acclaimed 
Priscillian as a Catholic and holy martyr. They were all 
deposed. And Bishop Sympositis of Astorga had to concede to 
St. Ambrose that he would not celebrate Priscillian and his slain 
comrades as blood witnesses and would also avoid his "doctrinal 
innovations." 

Incidentally, as before, they continued to lie vigorously. 

Priscil- lian was said to have indulged in obscene thoughts, to 
have asked naked women for sex at night and even to have 
aborted Euchrotia's daughter Procula's child with herbs. In fact, it 
was above all the women who were drawn to the ascetics, who 
were accused of bribery, violence, persecution of the orthodox, 
but especially, for a millennium and a half, a kind of 
Manichaean heresy - until Priscillian's writings were found in 
1886. For it now turned out that he had condemned neither 
magicians nor Manichaeans, but rather comprehensively ibre 
principles and had fought against several Gnostic sects, most 
vehemently the Manichaeans. (Admittedly also rigorously, 
in a tone almost reminiscent of Firmicus Maternus {p. 3* If], the 
pagans: -Let them go down with their gods. 
-Nevertheless, the church teachers Jerome, Augustine, Isidore of 
Seville - he even mentions a man who taught Priscillian sorcery 
- and, wilder than all, Pope Leo I, the Great, who expressly 
justifies the execution of the "heretic" together with his 
companions, also slandered him. In the zo. Century’ still 
Catholics of the -absolute reins- 
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loseness" (Ries) and blame the tragedy of Trier -alone- on the 
state (Stratmann)." 

Priscillianism lived on in Spain for several centuries. Even the 
. Council of Braga (}61) dealt mainly with it and hurled a whole 
catalog of anathemas against it. It condemns anyone who 
believes that the devil was never a good angel, that man is not 
subject to the influence of spirits, that he fasts on Sundays or at 
Christmas or considers all carnal food to be unclean and so on. 
The Council does not refrain from denouncing the abstinence of 
the clergy from meat, as this would give rise to the suspicion of 
Priscillianism. The equally comical and be- 
shameful canone4 e aftg the Catholic clergy to eat cooked 
vegetables together with meat. Anyone who refused was 
excommunicated and removed from office! (And apparently 
without a trace of Ironic, Domingo Ramos-Lissén. still 
believes iq8i that this canon did not refer to the days of 
abstinence prescribed by the church..."") 

While Ambrose was only in the background during the tragedy 
of Prisciflian and its beginning, we see him again in the front line 
in the fight against the Jews. 


CHURCH TEACHER MBROS1U8: A FANATICAL 
JuDENFEIND. Eases NixDERBRENNEN VON 
S NAGOGEN WITH BALANCE AND ON THE 
COMMAND OF CHRISTIAN BISHOPS 


Ambrose naturally shares the obligatory fintiju- daism of the 
kirehs. For years and in detail he insults the 

Juden. Like the Gentiles, they belong to the "gentes peccatores", 
for him -tnystice- symbolized by the robbers crucified with 
Jesus. He accuses the Jews, sometimes quite scornfully, of 
foolishness and arrogance, "treachery" (versutia), "impudence" 
(procax), "perfidiousness" (perfidia), whereby behind this 
particular 
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The Jewish leader believes that the typical characteristic of their 
people is not merely ordinary unreliability, infidelity, but a 
fundamental hostility towards the truth, the Church, Gotr. He 
accuses the Jews of "causing trouble" and murder. Not to 
mention the fact that they not only killed the Lord, but also 
continued to sin against him, namely against the Church. Course: 
"His rejection of the Jews is unambiguous" (K.-P. Schneider).* 

The affair of Kalliriikon (now Raqqa) on the Syrian 
Euphrates shows how far Ambrose went in this, how the literary 
anti-Judaism of the clergy now turned into a reddish one. 

In 388, at the behest of the bishop in charge, rioting monks had 
attacked, looted and burnt down a synagogue in this important 
military and trading city - as well as a nearby church (fanum, lucus) 
of Valentinian Gnostics, at that time already -almost commonplace 
(Kupisch): but more than one and a half millennia before the - 
Crystal Night-! At the same time, the Christian imperial law 
granted the Jews free worship and beautiful synagogues as - 
aedificia publica-! The attacks in Callinikon were probably 
caused by: the church fathers' harp propaganda, envy of Jewish 
wealth and certain attacks by the Gnostics, not the Jews." 


Even Emperor Theodosius, the staunch Catholic, took his 
stand. 


ner stood up for the Jews. Like Valentinian I and Valens, he 
advocated a rather pro-Jewish course. Theodosius certainly 
excluded the Jews from acquiring Christian slaves; indeed, he 
also punished marriages between Jews and Christians with 
death. On the other hand, however, he exempted Jews and 
Samaritans from compulsory incorporation into the corporation 
of shipowners or freighters (natikléroi), which was subject to 
considerable conditions, and forbade the courts to interfere in 
religious disputes between Jews- 3s3 he decreed, "that the sect 
of the Jews is not forbidden by any law-, expressed great 
concern that in some places their meetings were forbidden-, 
demanded special protection of the patriarch, the head of all 
Jewish communities, including his apostolic 
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lot, its re)igionists, and call for the severe punishment of those 
who, for the sake of Christian faith, destroy or destroy 
synagogues.'-. 

Even after the incident in Kallinikon, the emperor vowed with 
an oath to punish the arsonists severely. He ordered the 
robbery to be handed over and rebuilt by the guilty parties. 
However, Ambrose intervened in order to -heed God's 
commandment-j, especially as Jews were "in principle guilty 
of death" for the anti-Semites (Judaei digni sint morte), but 
must at least be driven out by the liberating grace of Christ -iri a 
limited and endless exit, so that there is no more room for the 
synagogue in the world. He even emphasized that he himself 
had set fire to the synagogue, had given the order to do so (certe 
quod ego illis mandaverim), so that there would be no place 
where Christ would be denied. Following a proven pattern, the 
forger called the imperial project persecution of Christians and 
the bishop of Kallinikon a martyr. He declared his flaming 
solidarity with him, assuring him that he would have burned the 
Milan synagogue himself had it not already been for the 
sacrifice of a blin. He scolded his opponents' sacred building as 
"a home of madness" and claimed that the Jews were writing on 
it: -built with Christian money! - He appealed to the ruler (who 
reproached him: -and the monks commit so many crimes-) to be 
an advocate of Catholicism, even threatening him often with 
excommunication. Hear him 
-If he did not do it in the palace, he would have to do it in the 
church. In the end, cr extorted amnesty for the gangsters of 
Kallinikon from the long hesitant man in front of the assembled 
congregation by refusing to say mass, and immediately 
afterwards conveyed his triumph to his own sister in a letter (by 
reproducing his speech and his conversation with the emperor 
verbatim). Because, he underwics him: -Which is higher: the 
concept of order or the interest of religion*- Gert Haendler 
rightly writes: 

"The first bishop, who had the power to assert clerical claims 
against the state, was not safe from using this power."" 
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One almost regrets that St. Ambrose was struck by lightning at 
Milan's Jewish temple ... Or was his failure a mere phrase? But 
ever since the Christians came to power, they continued the 
initially purely theological controversy - in contrast to the 
philosemitis- m of the rest of the late Christian era - with an 
eight-fingered anti-Judaism. It led, via never-ending medieval 
Jewish pogroms, to Hitler's gas chambers. His anti-Semitism would 
have been impossible - according to even Catholic Kiing, the 
almost two-thousand-year-old prehistory of ‘Christianity’ - 
whereby the 'Christian' goose-feet are pure deception. For a 
hostility towards Jews, which even the greatest Christian saints 
have flanimously advocated and fomented, Athanasius, Ephrem, 
Chrysostom, Jerome, Hilarius, Ambrose, Augustine et ceteri (see 
e.g. chapter below p. li 1 ff), according to the Doctors of the 
Church, was and remains self-evidently a cfirisificfie hostility 
towards Jews." 

The numerous disputes with Jtids in the pre-Christian period 
gradually became rarer and in the4 and . Century hardly 
mentioned anymore. Even the once frequent prayers for them 
The popes and bishops initiated fewer and fewer campaigns (let 
alone, as after Hitler, called for formal prayer campaigns). They 
now had the opportunity to conduct completely different 
campaigns - and they did. 

As early as the middle of the 4th century, Bishop Innocentius 
of Dertona had a synagogue in northern Italy destroyed, in the 
course of which the entire property of the Jews - an even more 
important part of salvation history - was obviously destroyed. 
often necessary work - was confiscated. Around the same time, the 
synagogue of Tipasa in North Africa was looted and turned into a 
church. Even before the crime of Kallinikon, the Christians of 
Rome also set fire to a synagogue. After all, the bishops were 
pushing for harsh anti-Jewish attacks after Julian's Jew- 
friendliness (p. 3z8 f). And so the synagogues were already 
smoking from Italy to Palestine ... For, as AinbroSius said: -What 
stands higher: the concept of order or the interest of religion?--' 

But even after Hinter's gassing of the Jews, Catholic Strat- 
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man: -Most rightly the saint's protest against the rebuilding of the 
8ynagogue byabishop ..."" 

How Ambrose was able to place the interest of religion above 
the concept of order, survive almost an entire gallery of more or 
less legitimate emperors and master all the vicissitudes of life and 
world history was also demonstrated by the catastrophe of Gratian, 
his spiritual foster father. 


A TWELVE DIP LOfvIATIC MISS fON OES AMBROSIUS 
AND A WAR BETWEEN 
CATHOLIC RULERS 


In 383, when a famine was raging in Italy, Gaul and Spain, the 
army commander Quintus Aurelius Maximus (p. 436), a 
Catholic, was defeated by Britannic soldiers. In an attempt to 
defeat the usurper, the Emperor Gratian, after a series of minor 
battles, was abandoned by his unconquered troops, pursued by 
the magister equitum Andragathius, the equestrian general and 
friend of Maximus, captured in Lyon, and there on August 
twenty-four. August, at the age of twenty-four, he was 
treacherously slain at a banquet. But while he was still fleeing 
from Paris towards the Alps at the head of 300 horsemen, while 
every city closed its gates to him and all his friends shunned 
him, he found help and consolation in religion, in many a 
psalm, in the belief in the immortality of his soul, as Ambrose 
once again knew. And his last word, Ambrose reports, was: - 
Ambrosius"." 

The fact is that basically no one was happy with Gratian, who 
was closest to Ambrose, especially in the last period, and that 
Emperor Theodosius himself was probably involved in his 
removal. On the one hand, he had major ecclesiastical political 
di(ferences with him; on the other hand, he had previously 
worked side by side with Maximus. 
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a relative of his family, which could only encourage the 
apostasy of Gratian's master. 

It is clear that the pagans did not mourn Ambrose's death. The 
Catholics, however, hardly wept for him either, as he had 
become rather miserable for their leaders: through his stripping 
of all tax exemptions and privileges in favor of a few, whereby 
the laws (of ig. January and y. Min 383) themselves harmed the 
Church. And through his Priscillianist policy, which gave the 
sectarians back their places of worship, contrary to the fresh 
advice of the bishops of Milan and Rome. Maximum, the 
companion in arms and relative of Thendosius, was a rigorous 
Catholic who fanatically attacked the heretics (p.43  f}. So 
could he not have been more useful?" 

In any case, Ambrose now traveled to the throne twice. 

The emperor's mother Justine, his personal enemy and political 
rival, the -heretic-. With little Valentinian in hand, she had 
asked him to do it herself. And who, asks the clerical diplomat, 
admittedly only touching on the dubious mission as an exception, 
should the bishops protect more than widows and orphans? But 
even in Gaul, the schoah surrounded the 

-The bishops' dirty flattery (foeda ndulatio: Sulpi- cius Severus) 
was the reason for Maximus' victory. Even the most important 
Gallic church leader of the time, Martin of Tours, appeared at 
the sizzling table and was especially honored at the court of the 
usurper by him and the empress. In this way, the murderer of the 
glad Gratian, the Catholic zealot, was finally recognized as lord 
of Britannia, Gaul and 5pania and the stepbrother of the crniorded 
Gratian, Valerttinian I], was resigned to the middle part of the 
empire, Italy, Africa and Illyria." 

But Valentinian II, brought up as a Christian but never 
dewed, was under the influence of his openly Arian mother; he 
was a -Ha- retic-. And while Ambrosius, the widow- and 
orphan- &procurer, became more and more involved with the 
two, Maximus, usurper but orthodox, invoked Valentinian, the 
*Kctzez- but legitimate emperor (a paradoxical situation), -the 
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to give up the fight against the true faith and not to abandon the 
pious orthodoxy of the father. Maxi- mus demanded repentance, 
swift improvement, and even threatened war, which began in 3 
7 , but only as he publicly stated. 

in defense of the Nicene faith. Without wi 

In order to find a way out, he advances on Milan, where Bishop 
Ambrosius can safely remain, but Valentinian flees to 
Theodosius with his mother, sister and court, who promptly 
explains his misery as a punishment for apostasy and obtains her 
conversion to Orthodoxy. The widower, whose wife Aelia 
Flavia Flaccilla had just died, also falls in love with 
Valentinian's young sister Galla and soon marries her, albeit more 
for dynastic reasons and with a view to "a necessary but dirty 
war" (Hol um). He arms himself, obtains the favorable prophecy 
of the Egyptian hermit John and then moves against the orthodox 
Maximus. (The delicate situation of high clerics sheds light on 
the misfortune of the Alexandrian patriarch Theophilus. He 
wanted to be the first to congratulate the victor and send gifts 
and letters to Theodosius and Maximus to Italy to demonstrate 
his generosity. There his messenger, the presbyter Isidorus, was 
to deliver the mail, depending on the outcome. However, 
everything was stolen by his lector and the matter became 
notorious, whereupon he returned to Alexandria as quickly as 
possible.") 

Theodosius won two battles at SiScia (Esseg) and Poetovio 
(Pettau) in the summer of 3$8. Maximus, the Laridsiriann, 
relative and good Catholic, who never let an opportunity pass 
without claiming to be the protector of orthodox Christianity and 
justifying the divine will of his government with his victories, was 
captured and killed. This is how Ambrose now remembers PSAlffl 
37.3i: I saw the wicked man exalted and towering like the cedars 
of Lebanon. And then I passed by, and he was no more." 
Maximus’ Moorish bodyguard is also liquidated. Furthermore, 
many of the barbarians in the Roman army who had defected to 
him and fled to the swamps and mountain forests of Macedonia 
were killed, 


Zws' Mnss'xsx cix55 -NOTOR7SCH CHRISTLICHKN- K'isExs ——_—————— 445 


hunted down and slaughtered on imperial orders. The 
commander Andragathius, Gratian's murderer, drowned 
himself. Maxi-mum's son Flavius Victor, still a child, who had 
been left behind in Gaul, also jumped over the blade. And the 
Gallic and Spanish prelates who colluded with the usurper were 
indulgently exiled." 

However, after the victory over Maximus and the death of his 
Arian mother, the young Valentinian came increasingly under the 
influence of Thcodosius and Ambrose. He adopts their faith and 
explains the corresponding religious laws. 

On ii. June j88 he forbids -heretics- to hold meetings and 
preach, to erect altars and to hold any religious service. On 'y 
June j8y, he (together with Theodosius) takes action against 
the Manichaeans. They were forbidden to reside anywhere on 
earth, but especially in Rome, on pain of death; their goods were 
to be forfeited to the people. qi Valentinian threatened pagans 
attending temples and worshipping gods there with heavy fines 
{up to iJ pounds of gold for the highest officials), as well as 
-heretics - by prohibiting assembly in towns and villages, and 
finally, especially harr, apostates: not only may they not inherit 
or bequeath, as previously stipulated, but they may also neither 
bear witness, nor do penance or obtain absolution. They are to 
lose all dignities and be disgraced forever. 3qx Valentinian II 
himself is assassinated, presumably again not without 
Theodosius’°. 


TWO SACrES OF A "NOTORIS CH RISTIc" KxISER AND 
YOU CLEAR THE BLOODbATH THROUGH A UGU STIN 


What Theodosius -the Great- was capable of was also shown in 
3 7 *> AlltioChien after a (particularly richly documented) riot in 
the wake of an increased tax demand from the Fe- 
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The sources agree that it was about a payment in Cold; 
Theodosius needed it to finance his mercenaries. After the 
governor reads out the imperial letter, the dignitaries are 
devastated. They declare the tax unaffordable; some implore 
God, which is then already considered unlawful. The crowds, 
who have been devastated by famine in recent years, begin to 
riot, storm the governor's building, topple the statues of the 
royal family, set fire to a palace and threaten further arson 
attacks, including on the imperial residence. Meanwhile, 
Hermit's archers attack the people, the city is degraded and loses 
its military status; the circus, theater and baths are destroyed, 
death sentences are passed, people, including children, are 
beheaded, burned and thrown to so-called beasts. And yet: all a 
bagnrelle almost, compared to the bloodbath in Theggalfonike. 

In the spring of 3qo, the Gothic military commander 
Butherich was killed there for arresting a popular charioteer who 
worshipped Butherich's handsome mouth. The pious 
Theodosius, one of the -notoriously Christian rulers- of the 
century (Aland), then ordered the population to be focked into the 
circus for a spectacle and beaten up. As Bishop Theodoret writes 
with poetic imagery, "like the ears of corn in a harvest, they 
were all mown away". Although Theodosius later recanted, his 
butchers had already slaughtered several rounds of women, men, 
children and old people; according to Theophanes, Kedrc- nos 
and Moses of Chorene even ry 000; one of the most horrific 
massacres of antiquity - - which does not prevent St. Augustine 
from glorifying Theodosius as the ideal image of a Christian 
prince! After all, the regent was nicknamed "the Grave" by the 
Church and went down in history as "the exemplary Catholic 
monarch" (Brown). 

Due to the general excitement, Bishop Ambrose could not 
remain silent now. He would have preferred to do little else. 
However, he wrote to the emperor - and a big ten of us, too 
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of the learned, still admires it today! - in May 390, expressly 
for personal reading only. Not without sympathy, he recalls 
Theodosius’ -hot temperament-, but would be grieved if he, -a 
model of exquisite piety-, -the highest leniency-, -were not 
pained by the downfall of so many innocents-. At the same time, 
Ambrose asserts: -I am not writing this to shame you." "I have no 
reason to insult you - I love you, I revere you - No, the churchman 
merely wanted to keep up appearances, the faintest glimmer of at 
least spiritual authority.” 

Bufi discipline" affected everyone. A woman - for comparison 
- had to pay a life sentence for an abortion back then. In some 
places, widows of priests who remarried or believers who 
married the brother or sister of their deceased husband also had 
to pay a life sentence. Not to mention murderers! Bu8e, however, 
meant: wearing a hard sack, a ban on driving and riding, permanent 
fasting, except on Sundays and public holidays, almost always also 
permanent abstinence from sexual intercourse find other things - a 
life sentence even for an abortion or certain marriages to relatives! 
But Ambrose now told the murderer Tausen- den to sit among the 
bishops in church for once!" 

With an emperor, it's all about the gesture, the principle. 
Augustine's commentary also proves that the fundamental docility 
towards the clergy meant nothing to him, and that the murder of 
thousands of people meant nothing in principle: -Docfi the most 
astonishing thing of all was his pious humility. For he had allowed 
himself to be carried away by the impetuous insistence of some of 
the men around him to punish the greasy sacrilege of the Tfiesinfo- 
nicbers after all, although he had already forgiven it through 
bishop's intercession, and now, taken under ecclesiastical 
discipline, he repented in such a way that the people pleading with 
him at the sight of his emperor's body in the dust were able to 
see him. 
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Highness wept more bitterly, attr if he had been wrathful for an 
offense. These and similar good works, which would be too 
numerous to list, he took up with him one of the earthly masks that 
surrounds all human summits and sovereignties. Their reward is 
eternal bliss, which God only grants to the truly pious." 

A revealing text. If the murder of thousands in order to avenge a 
single individual - something that even Hitler never ordered - 
only served to demonstrate the 
-pious humility" of an emperor! And while the saint discreetly 
passes over the monstrous slaughter, he emphasizes -the grave 
iniquity of the Thessalonians-! While he does not say a word 
about the slaughter of so many innocents, he lets the murderer 
weep for his pseudo-butchery; -more bitterly" even, as if one had 
become a victim of his wrath! He presents the highest gesture of 
atonement - the dream fruit, as it were, of a mass murder - under 
the heading of "good wheat"! He counts the bloodhound among 
the "truly pious" and heals his "eternal soul"! 

But the atrocity is barely perceptible: cleverly twisted in the 
reference to the crime of the population; and, rhetorically 
tricking, in that -earthly mist that envelops all human peaks 
and majesties. Really well said. For the only thing that counts 
is submission to the Kleius; the greatest crime of history is 
merely a bit of mist, water vapor, nothing! 

Here we have the first "mirror of a prince" of a Christian 

ruler, an ideal of a prince that makes the figure of Christ, the 
king, a model for the emperor and was to have a decisive impact 
on the Germanic world! The Augustine expert Peter Brown 
counts this Atigustinian portrait of Theodosius, as well as that of 

Emperor Constantine, among "the most shoddy passages of the 

divine state." If there was friction at the time, Theodosius 
usually gave in voluntarily. Especially since his -BuBe- for 
Thessalonica, he is apparently 

-had become completely enslaved to Ambrose- {Stein). In 
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Emperor and bishop, the two great, indeed greatest men of their 
time (Niederhuber), fought heretics and saints. And just as 
Theodosius' predecessor Constantine had already taken a harder 
line against them than Constantine, Theodosius was now attacking 
them even harder than Constantius. However, while the latter and 
his father still commanded the church, Theodositis - who had 
been deaf long before his death - occasionally subordinated himself 
to it.'- 


THEODOSIUS DES Gnossm- Hxrr 
AGAINST THE "KET2ERS" 


The emperor had been hunting down Christians of other faiths 
since 381, when, by decree of io. January, he ordered all 
churches without exception to be handed over to the Orthodox 
and that Cenerian cults were no longer to be tolerated. He 
immediately sent his general Sapor to the Orient to drive the 
Arian bishops out of the churches. 

They were now severely persecuted everywhere, but were 
supported by the Goths for a few more decades. Further 
religious decrees in favor of the Catholics and to combat their 
opponents followed in the same year. Like Gratias, Thcodosius 
also continued the persecution of the Marcionites (S. ayy), 
which had already been started by Constantine, with increased 
brutality. He crushed the petitions of -heretical- bishops before 
their eyes. Non-Catholic Christians were banned from 
assembling, teaching, discussing and ordaining priests, and their 
churches and meeting rooms were confiscated in favor of 
Catholic bishops or the state, and their civil rights were 
restricted. They were excluded from the bishopric, at times 
declared incapable of inheriting and bequeathing, and 
occasionally threatened with confiscation of assets, expulsion 
and deportation. Repeated action was taken against the 
Eunomians in particular, who were a 

Law of . M8' 3 9 mocked them as -spadones- {castrated ones). 
They were deprived of the ius militandi and testandi, i.e. the 
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The right to be officials at court and in the army, as well as to 
make wills or be included in wills. After their death, all their 
goods were to go to the treasury. (Their historian becomes 
Philostorgios.) On March 3i. March 38z the death penalty. But it 
also applied to encratites who spurned meat, wine and marriage, 
sakko- phors who wore coarse clothing as a sign of their 
asceticism, hydroparastates who celebrated the Eucharist with 
water instead of wine. State beadles were supposed to track down 
all -ctzers and bring them to court. The usual fines were waived for 
informers. Even torture was sometimes used. Yes, the word 
"inquisition" appeared - in the year 38z!" 

Theodosius issued fiinf laws against apostates alone, one law 
in 381, two laws in 383, two in jqi. These decrees, always more 
detailed and stricter, punished apostates by expelling them 
from society and rendering them incapable of making wills 
or inheriting. They can therefore neither leave a valid will nor 
be heirs. According to the third law, apostates are not only 
Christians who become pagans, but also Jews, Manichaeans or 
Valentinian Gnostics. The fourth law remarks on exclusion from 
society: "We would even have ordered them to be cast out into 
the distance and banished further afield if it were not obviously 
a greater punishment to live among men but to be deprived of 
their support. So they should remain as outcasts in their 
environment. They are denied the opportunity to return to their 
former status. There is no repentance for them; they are not 
‘outcasts’ but 'Iost'." The last law attests that highly placed 
apostates have an unspeakably depraved character and stipulates 
that they are to be exposed to constant infamy and not to be 
counted among the lowest class. The social existence of these 
people is thus destroyed. 

The imperial chancery used its anti-heretical 
legislation, the Catholic bishops of the 
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West developed an "anti-heretic" vocabulary. It b inc "g'e 

-not only the drafting, but also the content of the texts- 
(Gottlieb). Theodosius was of course backed by the Catholic 
Church - -Divine Providence helped - (Bent- diktiner Baum}. 
Theodosius was -determined to attempt the unification of the 
Church on a Catholic rather than an Arian basis- (Dcmpf), 
above all by Ambrose -dex in his lei speech on the emperor 
rejoiced, the -wicked delusion" he dismissed. Church writer 
Rufinus of Aquileia also emphasizes that after his return from 
the East, Theodosius was particularly eager to expel the 
-heretics- from the churches and hand them over to the 
Catholics. 

Ambrose never stopped speaking out against Christians of other 

faiths. 
all characterized by the same godlessness (!), all blind, all in the 
night of untruth, all misleading the community. Yes, with his 
own logic and intellectual 
In his sharpness (cf. p. 7 fi he accused -heretics- on the one hand 
of plugging their ears to the faith, as Jews do, and on the other 
hand he accused them of their interest in the faith, their pre 
love to put £iagen, their impudence in still discussing the matter 
of faith, which after all is certain.'*' 

But not only Ambrose, but also other church leaders, St. 
Gregory of Nazianzus crwa, repeatedly drove Theodosius to 
more vehement attacks. Or "the admirable Amphilochius", 
Bishop of Iconium, related to Gregory of Nazianzus and holy 
like him. (Even today, the Catholica celebrates the feast of 
Amphilochius on November 3rd.) He once came to Theodosius 
and asked him, as Theodoret reports, -to have the Arian 
conventicles expelled from the cities. However, the emperor 
considered this demand too ruthless [!] and did not respond. The 
wise Arnphilochius remained silent for a moment, but devised a 
strange ruse: at an audience with the emperor, he only greeted 
Theodosius, but not Arcadius, his son, who had recently been 
appointed co-emperor and was standing next to him. Finally 
confronted by the monarch, the bishop declared in a raised 
voice: 'You see, O 
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Emperor, how thou canst not endure the contempt of thy Son, 
but art angry with those who behave indecently toward him. 
Believe, then, that the God of the universe also abhors those who 
hate his Only Begotten Son, and that he hates them as ingrates 
against their Savior and Benefactor.’ 5o The emperor came to 
his senses, admired the bishop's deed and words, and 
immediately passed a law forbidding the meetings of the 
heretics.'°" 

Priests have always known how to deal with crowned heads, 
even if their means have changed. 

Karl-Leo Noethlichs, who only recently comprehensively 
examined "The legislative measures of the Christian emperors of 
the fourth century against heretics, pagans and Jews", 
summarizes the penalties against "heretics": Burning of books, 
prohibition of church building, ordination of priests, funeral 
mysteries, prohibition of discussion, teaching, assembly, 
confiscation of churches and places of worship, restrictions on 
wills, indeterminate punishments, intestacy, infamy, 
banishment, fines, and the like. 

In the eighteenth century, however, the Jesuit Lecler specifically 
asserted in the late nineteenth century: "Let us first note that the 
Church, in periods of peace as well as in periods of struggle, has 
always respected the principles of the Gospel concerning respect 
for conscience. 

and faithfulness ---. 

She does not -forget- them (a jcsuitical word!) - but she - 
respects- them whenever and wherever possible, if it suits her. 
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WITH LAW2MAKING AND WAR 
AGAINST HEIDEi'dTUM 


Theodosius attacked paganism just as fiercely as he did the -cults. 
He is -the sharpest antikeidnic politics to date-. 

{Noethlichs), inspired "often by bishops and monks" tKor- 
nemann).'° 

Theodosius spoke to Christians who had converted to paganism 
3 tlltd 3 3 testimony and succession, j8a he decreed the abolition 
of the title Pontifex Maximus, also the renewed removal of 
Victoria from the Senate. Between 38yand 3 
he forced the closure of many temples in Syria and Egypt. 

And it was precisely in Milan (388-3qi), where Ambrose was in 
the imperial palace almost daily, as well as immediately 
afterwards, that the Catholic ruler showed himself to be active: 
by strictly frowning on temple attendance, statue worship and 
sacrifices, and also by tightening earlier decrees against 
apostates. A153 #* 8q the Roman 

Senate placed the goddess of victory in its chamber for the third time. 
Theodosius wanted to sacrifice to the gods, but the wavering 
monarch refused, as Bishop Ambrose told him his opinion 
without hesitation. jqi issued a general ban on worshipping 
images of the gods and sacrificing to them, which had to be 
repeatedly enforced. The order of cq. February 3qi to the Roman 
city prefect to prohibit the practice of sacrifice and temple 
attendance, i.e. any pagan ceremony, was extended to Egypt on 
June i6. In the same year, civil and political rights were also 
withdrawn from the apostates. 

Judges who violated the law were now called to pay. If a high 
official (iudices) entered a temple to worship the gods, not only did 
he have to pay u pounds of gold as a fine, but also his authority if it 
did not distance itself from him immediately. Provincial governors 
with the rank of consulares had to pay 6 pounds of gold, as did 
their authorities. An anti-pagan law of the following year declared 
sacrifice a lése-majesté crime. In the case of incense donations, 
the emperor "confiscated all places that were proven to have been 
used by 
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Incense smoke vaporized kabcn" (turis vspore fumasse). If they 
were not in the possession of the incense giver, the latter had to pay 
zy pounds of gold, as did the owner. Indulgent be- councers 
were fined with3 “and gold, their perso 
nal biifite with the same sum. Geffcken found this law - almost 
held in the tone of a rhetorical missionary sermon, Gerhard 
Rauschen spoke in front of "Grabgesang des Heidenttims". This 
was followed by a nationwide ban on all patron worship.'"' 

Many a temple now fell victim to Christian rage: the temple of 
Juno Caelestis in Carthage, that of Sarapis in Alexandria; the 
temple of Aphrodite in Constantinople was turned into a chariot 
shed by Theodosius, who "abolished the godslisterliehen 
Irrtiimer", as Ainbrosius praises in his tomb. He threatened any 
service of -pagan superstition- (gentilicia super- stitio) with 
banishment or death; any offering of incense, lighting of candles, 
placing of wreaths, even any act of worship in one's own house 
was forbidden. Augustus, however, also praised the fanatic 
because he had _ been tireless from the very beginning of his reign 
to help the oppressed (!) Church with highly just and merciful laws 
against the godless", because he "had already destroyed the 
pagan idols". 

Btzzwang Theodosius the Gentile even by a mighty war; 
whereby the behavior of Ambrose is again bezcichnend. 

Valentinian II, since his mother's death completely at the 
mercy of the bishop, now his "paternal" friend, hung from a rope 
in his palace in Vienne on May 5, 3qz. May 3qz on a rope in his 
palace in Vienne. It was there that Theodosiu8 had transferred him 
to secure Italy for his own son Honorius. And it was there in 
Vienne that Val#ntinian was murdered, perhaps at the behest of the 
Frankish pagan and army commander Arbogast, his first 
minister. The sources differ widely. According to Zosimus, 
Socrares, Philostorgius and Orosius, the emperor was strangled; 
according to Prosper, he killed himself. (In Milan, where he was 
transferred to, Ambrose was somewhat ambiguous about the 
Bible during the Leichcnrede: -Which death 
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Even if the righteous man is taken away, his soul will rest in 
peace"). But Arbogast, whom many call Valentinian's murderer, 
was regarded as the closest Theodosian confidant in the West. So 
was Theodosius behind the liquidation of his mirror ruler? Did he 
at least approve of it? Arbogast assured Theodosius of his 
innocence; he remained silent. Even when Arbogast crowned the 
former Roman professor of grammar and rhetoric Eugenius as 
emperor in Lyon on August 3qz and the latter immediately 
declared Arbogast's innocence to Theodosius through a delegation 
of bishops, Theodosius remained passive. Uncertainty grew in 
Milan.'°- 

Eugenius was, according to the prevailing view, a religiously 
lukewarm Christian, but since his elevation he had become 
increasingly associated with the pagan reaction. Although he did 
not particularly promote it, he approved of it from the outset. He 
enacted neither laws against "heretics" nor Jews, but also 
wanted to be on good terms with the Church. In short, he clearly 
strove for religious tolerance. It has been proven several times 
that the pagan reaction agreed with Eugenius in his efforts to 
reach a loyal political understanding, albeit on condition that the 
pagan religion was tolerated (Straub). But neither Theodosius 
nor Ambrose wanted this. And if the latter had not had a bad 
relationship with Eugenius in the past - he even referred to a 
personal acquaintance - he now held back, like Theodosius. 
Would he intervene and appear against Arbogast in Italy? Or did 
Eugenius rule here, who continued to express his willingness to 
come to an understanding with Theodosius, but also concluded 
an alliance with Frankish and Alemannic kings who pledged to 
provide troops? 


Ambrose was embarrassed. He left two letters from Eugenius, 
who was still seeking contact with the powerful prince of the 
church when he was emperor, unanswered. After all, as he said 
in another context, he knew that it was safer to live in silence ... 
The wise man thinks much before he speaks: what he should 
speak, to whom he should speak, in what place, to whom he 
should speak. 
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what time ..." Only when Theodosius condoled with the dead 
man's siblings months later, assuring them of his protection, did 
Ambrose also break his silence and hasten to write to the ruler. So 
far, we hear, he had been hindered by excessive pain. He 
lamented Valentinian's sad fate at length, but left out the politics, 
which was his sole concern, and only at the end, with a wish of 
blessing, cloistered and obscure, did he hint at his agreement with 
the emperor's plans. However, 193. when Eugenius' invasion of 
Italy was over, 

Anibrosius also turns to him, testifying to his loyalty, 

calls him -clementia tua-, concedes him the -impera- toria 
potestas" without reservation and justifies his behavior with the 
well-known Pauline saying about the authorities. After all, the 
Gallic episcopate wicd-- 1-& 44i] collaborated immediately! 

The bishop later fled to Florence via Bologna, where he 
exorcizes unclean spirits and awakens a dead man (!), even 
threatens Eugenius, who has meanwhile advanced to Milan and 
is residing there, with excommunication by letter, but assures 
him that he will not give him his due obedience (sedulita- tem 
potestati debitam). He admonishes his clergy, now in distress, 
not to give up the priesthood, but returns himself as soon as 
Euge- 

nius left the city, on i. Angus3s4_ returns there and - like the 
ecclesiastical strategists of all times ... new strengths from the 
escape (David's son). Yes, the one between the two Kai- 

The conflict that is about to break out seems to him like a 
Wrestling between God and the devil ...'°' 

The battle, which was fought at least in religious terms - even if 
Thendoret saw the enemy armies embodied in the sign of the cross 
and the divine image of Heracles, and Ambrose helped to portray 
the war as a religious war - was prepared on each side with 
religious slogans and ceremonies. On the one side, trusting in 
pagan sacrifice and prophecy. There in the belief in "the power 
of true religion" (verae religionis 
fretus auxilio: Rufiri); thus, like3 88 against ivtaximus, by once 
again consulting the proven John of Scythopolis in the Thebaic 
desert (the success after abundant bloodshed). 
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healed); also through prayers, burdens and a solemn procession 
to the churches of the apostles and martyrs. At the departure of 
Theodosius once again (at the7 milestone) in 


of the Church of St. John the Baptist, which he had only recently 
built, 


on the parade ground of the army, where the emperors gave 
their speeches to the equipping troops and where the alleged head 
of John the Baptist had been deposited only the previous year. 
Eusebius and Arbogast had occupied the Birnbaumerwald, the 
exit of the Julian Alps pass, and erected statues of Jupiter there. 
Theodosius threw himself to the ground after arriving at the 
Pafihdhe, pleaded to heaven in tears and spent the whole night 
praying in a chapel. And in the morning, as he fell asleep, before 
the decisive battle at Frigidus (today Wippach), on a tributary of the 
Isonzo, John the Evangelist and Philip the Apostle appeared to him 
"in white robes and seated on white horses" with the joyful 
message to "be of good cheer" (Theodoret). The deeply devout 
emperor also kneels in prayer before the painting! , visible to all, 
and then, as Orosius reports, gives the signal to attack with the 
sign of the cross (signo crucis signum proelio dedit), and his 
soldiers also carry "the cross of the Savior" in front of him. "Follow 
the saints," cried the butcher of Thcssalonike, "our fighters and 
leaders - '°' 

So on September 6th and 6th,394, , together with the 
Redeemer, many saints, the betrayal of a sub-leader and a 
slaughtering whirlwind chasing against the enemy, they hit the 
road. 
storm that incapacitated the Eugenians, Edie fearlessly put down 
his enemies" tTheodoret) - -more with prayer than with force of 
arms-, claims Augustin. On the very first day of the battle, which 
went well for Eugenius, the Spanish priest Orosius reports - with 
great satisfaction and probably exaggeration - io one Metal Goths. 
A contingent of more than xo ooo Visigoths under Alaric fought 
on Theodosius’ side and suffered particularly heavy losses. The 
Goths therefore believed, perhaps not wrongly, that the emperor 
was out to weaken them. In any case, Theodo 
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sius' warriors fled, and Eugenius was already distributing gifts 
to his troops. But after the second day of fighting, which was 
decided by the Bora, the whirlwind that whipped against the 
Eugenians head-on, of course a judgment of God, Eugenius was 
tied up and immediately beheaded, his head carried through Italy 
on a pole. Arbogast wandered through the mountains for another 
two days and then stabbed himself to death. The church fathers, 
however, are comforted by the fact that the slaughter in the army 
of Theodosius mainly involved barbarian soldiers. And Ambrose, 
who clearly identified the usurper, when he was still in power, as a 
Christian and 

-Clementissimus imperator, calls him for the first time -indignus 
usurpator-, his troops -in(ideles et sacri- legi-, compares the 
triumph of his opponent with the victories of Moses, Joshua, 
David, and is happy about the cleansing of the empire -from the 
filth of the unworthy usurper-, of the barbarian robber, as he 
affirmed to Theodosius in a letter, which he immediately followed 
up with a second, stronger one, before he himself rushed over, 
personally congratulated and gave thanks, the news of victory in 
his hand at mass. However, he also asked, understandably 
enough, for the Etigenians to be spared. (The German bishops 
followed a similar procedure ry i years later, iqqy.) And 
Theodosiiis even believed that he had won through the prayers of 
Aeibrosius, who for his part mentions Theodosius’ piety and 
warfare in the same breath. After all, the emperor abstained from 
the Eucharist for a time because of the blood he had shed - first you 
slaughter, then you atone, so to speak, then you slaughter again . . 


10 


Augustin was also pleased that the victor overthrew the 
statues of Jupiter erected in the Alps and gave their golden 
lightning to his messengers. -He had the pagan images of the 
gods destroyed at all costs, for he clearly recognized that the 
bestowal of earthly gifts is also in the power of the true God and 
not of the demons." 

-So the emperor was in peace and in war," Bishop Thcodoret 
cheerfully and devoutly comments. 
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God's help, and it was always given to him.- Of course, he soon 
died, at the age of *7- J*<*** 395. < 4 years, of dropsy. (And 
Ambrose's other imperial protégés were barely half as old.) But 
on his deathbed he was still -thinking more about the home of 
Kitche than about his illness-, reports Ambrose, who praised the 
ruler's humility and mercy in a funeral service and speech in Milan 
- of course in front of the army - and called him the ideal image of a 
Christian ruler, and his last word was supposedly: - I have loved 
...-, iin the sense of Paul, of course, according to which love is the 
fulfillment of the law. While, according to Theodoret, the dying 
emperor is said to have recommended "perfect piety". 

"'For through these’, he said, ‘peace is preserved and war is ended, 
the enemies are put to flight’ ...- rrian can hardly hope for logic 
from ecclesiastical historians. Inn in. The high noble bishop Otto 
von Freising, whose Chronica is regarded as the pinnacle of high 
medieval world chronicles, is a claim to fame. - 3 8 under 
Emperor Theodosius there was "a time of perfect joy and 
unclouded peace." 

And when AinbroSius himself a 4- pril j97. His remains rest 
today, which he could hardly have dreamed of, in a shrine with 
those of St. Gervasius and St. Protasius. -After the death of St. 
Gervasius and St. Protasius, a new hero continued his fight." 


io. CHAPTER 


CHURCH TEACHER AUGUSTINE 
(384-430) 


-Augustine is the greatest philosopher of the time of the 
Fathers and the most influential theologian of the Church ... 
full of ardent love of God and selfless love of neighbor, 
surrounded by the mild radiance of unlimited goodness 
and the most attractive kindness." Martin Grd bmann’ 


-A*B4srinus was a brilliant thinker, a sharp dialectician, a 
gifted psychologist, of a rare religious fervor, and at the same 
time a licocnswunlc man, he was the great guide of the 
Isrcinian Church even during his lifetime. His importance for 
later times can hardly be overestimated. 

E. Hendrikx' 


-Gon himself does it to you through us, when we ask, threaten, 
rebuke, when you suffer loss or suffering, when the laws of 
worldly authority apply to you.- Augustine® 


-But what is the point of ending this life in whatever way? 
-I know that no one has ever died who didn't have to die in it 
at some point." -What do you have against war? Is it that 
people who have to die once in a while perish in it*- 
Augustine's 


-The power that governs me is love - Augustine's 


-The hidden vindictiveness, the little envy has become master! 
Everything wretched, self-suffering, haunted by bad feelings, the 
whole G£ciro world of the soul o6ennu;f at once. - One need only 

read any Christian agitator, St. Augustine for example, to 
understand, to realize what kind of unclean fellows have come 
up with it. One would be completely deceiving oneself if one 
assumed any lack of understanding on the part of the leaders of 
the Christian movement -o they are clever, clever to the point of 
holiness, these 
Church Fathers! What they lack is something quite different. 
Nature has neglected them-they have forgotten to give them a 
modest dowry of eighth, decent, pure instincts ... Between us, 
they are not even men. 
Friedrich Nietzsche (The Antichrist q) 


AUGUSTINUS, THE SPIRITUAL LEADER of the Western Church, 

was born 8 *3- NOvetftbCr 3y¢ in Thagaste (today Souk-Ahras, 
Algeria) as the 5son of petty-bourgeois parents. His mother 
Monika, who had a strict Christian upbringing, also brought up 
her son in a Christian way. 

sense, but he remained unbaptized. His father Patricius, a pagan, 
whom Mrs. Monika served as her master, was first baptized. 
-towards the end of his temporal life ... (Augustin) and is passed 
over by his son in almost his entire work, even his death is only 
mentioned in passing. Augustin had at least one brother, Navigius, 
and perhaps two sisters. (One sister, widowed, ended her life as 
the head of a women's convent). As a child, a likeable child, 
Augustin did not learn to read. His education began late, ended 
early and was at first overshadowed by coercion, beatings, futile 
struggles and the laughter of the adults, including the parents 
who were hard on him. 

At the age of seventeen, the young man went to Carthage, which 
had been rebuilt under Augustus. A wealthy fellow citizen, 
Romanianus, had supported Augustus’ father, who died at the time, 
and made the stadium possible for his son. Of course, he did not 
describe it thoroughly. -What was it," he confesses in his 
"Confessions", "that delighted me but to love and to become a 
poet?" Thus he was lured by a wild confusion of wild love 
affairs, "roamed about the stalls of Babel", rolled himself "in 
their excrement, as in delicious spices and ointments", while the 
Bible attracted him neither in content nor format, it seemed too 
simple to him. He did go to church, but it was also to find a 
friend. And when he prayed, he prayed, among other things: -Give 
me 
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Chastity, but not just yet ... - He feared that God would soon 
hear him and heal him of the disease of carnal lust, which I 
wanted to have quenched rather than eradicated". He became a 
father at the age of eighteen. A concubine, almost one and a 

She was married to him for half a decade and gave birth to a 
son, Adeo- datiis (God's gift), who died in 38q.' 

Obsessed with ambition from an early age, Augustine coveted 
wealth, fame as an orator and an attractive wife. He became a 
teacher of rhetoric in Thagaste and Carthage {i 4), in Rome 
(383), whose pagan city prefect Symmachus favored him, and 
iii Mailarid (38q). Here, through the mediation of influential 
friends, he hoped to win a post as provincial governor; -I despaired 
of the church altogether-. Then came a chest ailment and 
changed his life. The -Beruhrcdner- -over great was my life's 
overwhelm and over great also the fear of your death" - made - 
higher- out of his -low- desires-, out of his need a virtue and 
staked everything solely on his love for God: - Despise everything 
[!], but respect him!- But he did not see the explanation that in the 
love of God also the sefbsffief'e is best satisfied! (His trust in God 
can hardly have been strong: he never dared to sail along the rocky 
coast to Carrhago for fear of the sea). 

However, Augustin, from Ambrose, whom he initially 
did not consider him a "teacher of the truth", on the Easter Vigil 
of xy. April 3 7, Baptized in Milan with his son and friend Alypius, 
jqi became a priest in Hippo Rhegius, a port city that had already 
existed for iooo years and was the second largest seaport in Africa, 
despite desperate reluctance. And 3qy made him the old, 

Augustin admits that the Greek local bishop Valerius, who spoke 
bad Latin, was unlawfully appointed "coadjutor bishop" against 
the prescriptions of the Council of Nicaea ( 3 Z ffj, 

whose ancient canon forbade two bishops in one city. Also 

There was another scandal at his episcopal consecration, as 
Megalius of Calama, Primate of Numidia, wanted to consecrate 
him first. 

-Crypto-Manichaer-, especially since he had also sent love 
charms to a high-ranking married woman 
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(apparently the wife of the bishop Paulinus of Nola, the greatest 
Christian poet of antiquity alongside Prudentius, who apparently 
broke off contact with Augustin afterwards)’. 

Although the saint was ailing for most of his life, he was 
7 years old. Augustine's biographer von der Meer describes, in 
close reference to his predecessor Possidius of Calama, the pupil 
and preund Augustine, whose death on z8. August '3 : 
-He lay alone for ten days, his eyes unceasingly on the perga 
He had the book of Psalms nailed to the wall and repeated the 
words while weeping constantly. And so he died." But why did 
he weep - in view of de8 paradise ...? Because: -Whoever longs, 
like the Apo- stel aagt, to be built(loosed to be with Christ’-, 
wrote Augustin - in healthy days, of course -, -lives patiently 
and dies joyfully.- But Aiigiistinus did not die joyfully. And he 
did not live patiently." 


"GENIUS IN ALL AREAS OF 
CHRISTIAN TEACHING AND MPF 
¢ UNTIL THE LAST MOMENT- 


The Bishop of Hippo, future pacron of theologians, book 
printer, brewer (and helper with eye diseases), was highly 
gifted, versatile, but not thorough. -Many have surpassed him in 
erudition ()iilicher). He was enormously restless and torn. His 
education remained incomplete, even compared to the 
superficial and declining education of the time. He lacked 
methodical training throughout his life. And not only in terms of 
technique, but also in terms of intellectual precision, he - 
always remained a bungler- (J. Guit- ton). He fragmented 
himself in the process. He often discussed several writings side 
by side with the stenographer. s3 Opera or z3a -book 

chBfi- he mentions 4-7 in the -Retractationes" (which critically 


examine his work in chronological order, so to speak), to which 
he adds 
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the productions from the last years of his life as well as hundreds of 
his letters and the sermons with which he himself was -almost 
always" dissatisfied. Much of it reveals little more than -an 
average provincial inhabitant of the late Kai- scrreich- (Brown)." 

Augustine's intellectual achievement has always been 
overestimated, especially by Catholics. -An intellectual giant like 
him is only given to the world once every thousand years" 
(Gorlich). Often to the Catholic world! But what it needs is what 
benefits it. But what benefits it harms the world. Augustine's 
very existence demonstrates this drastically. Nevertheless, 
Palanque praises him as "a genius in all areas of Christian 
teaching". And Daniel-Rops even claims: -If the word spirit 
never has a meaning, it is here ann PJatze ... Of all the spiritual 
gifts that can be analytically defined, he lacked nonej he 
possessed all of them at once, even those that are usually thought to 
be mutually exclusive.- Anyone who shakes such nonsense is 
considered ill-intentioned, malicious - -a lower soul- (Marrou). 
Yet even the Doctor of the Church Jerome called his colleague, 
albeit out of envy, a -little upstart- ling- (cf. p.*74 D. And in the 
zo. In the second century, Katholik Schmaus also flatly denied his 
genius as a thinker; it is too obvious. 

Aiigustin's thinking? It is completely overwhelmed by the 
idea of God, partly euphorically narcotized, partly terrorized. His 
phijosophy is basically mere theology. It has, ontologically, 
bottomless presuppositions. And an abundance of embarrassing 
failures. Often nothing but fictions, a babble of terms. -Highest, 
best, most powerful, almighty, most merciful and most just, most 
hidden and most omnipresent, most beautiful and most violent, 
you constant and unfailing, you unchangeable ...- What does 
Augustine say? Deliver me, Lord, from the multitude of speeches 
..-- He often preached five days in a row, on some days twice.’ 

He listened to himself, he read himself, and he also liked to 
get caught up in other people's wordplay, in a long idle run. - 
The Hei- 
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lige Spirit groans in us because he causes us to groan. And it is no 
small thing that the Holy Spirit teaches us to sigh, for he reminds 
us that we are pilgrims and teaches us to long for the Fatherland, 
and it is precisely this longing in which we sigh. He who is at ease 
in this world, or rather, he who thinks he is at ease ... has the 
voice of a raven; for the raven's voice is croaking, not sighing. But 
he who knows that he is in distress in this mortal life and is on a 
pilgrimage far from the Lord ... he who knows this sighs. And as 
long as he sighs because of this, he sighs well; the Spirit has taught 
him to sigh, he has been taught to sigh by the Teubc.- Almighty! 
Shall we sigh ntin? Should we croak? Or laugh Homerically at the 
spiritual giant who is only given to the world once every thousand 
years, who still has a profound influence on theology to this day, 
who still has a profound influence on theology to this day? 
-Jungbrunnen" (Grabmann), whose writings, however, are 
"brimming with analogies" 

It teems with falsehoods, such as the assertion that God created 
-the harmful species of animals- so that man, bitten by them, 
would practice the virtue of patience in order to -recover with 
boldness through pain- that everlasting salvation which is so 
painfully forfeited. But let -unrecognition of the benefits also be 
salutary as an exercise in humility." - A theologian is never 
embarrassed! That's why he knows no shame. 

A B-stinus, to whom Palanque recalls: "With a flap of his 

wings he overrides superficial objections ... and is often a 
paragon of 'superficiality’ himself. The 
-professional orator- of the past (and now!) through rhetorical 
tricks. He contradicts himself: particularly frequently in the 'De 
ciriinte dei’, his -magnum opus-, according to him, in which he 
even works with fallacies and still uses his own fundamental 
concepts, 
-Roman Empire" and -devil's state- or -church- and -God's state- 
, sometimes equating them, sometimes sharply separating them. 
Or the conversion of Israel takes place once in apostolic times, 
another time only in post-pagan times, a third time he claims the 
eternal 
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The destruction of the Jews. As a young Christian, he believes 
that miracles no longer happen, so no dead person ever rises 
again; as an old Christian, he believes the opposite. He already had 
the thought qix, 

-to want to collect and correct everything that I rightly dislike in 
all my books. And so three years before his death he began a 
whole book of -corrections-, the -Retractationes-, without, of 
course, being able to -rectify*>- everything. After all, he 
managed to make zao corrections." 

However, just as Augustin often -correctly- stated something, so 
he, who already placed a -contra ..." at the head of so many 
writings, constantly disputed something. 

At the end of the q. century he attacked the Manichaeans: 
Fortunatus, Adimantus, Faustus, Fe)ix, Secundinus and, in a series 
of other books, Manichaeism in general, which he himself 
formally represented for almost a decade, «°° 37s to 38a, 
even if only as -listener- (auditor), not as -chosen- 

(elecfus). e g5 However untrue they said it may seem, I 
believed it to be true, not because I knew it, but because I 
wished it to be true.- Did Augustine, the Christian, secretly feel 
differently towards the Christians? And although he challenged 
Manichaeism up to the end of his life, he was never able to 
overcome it himself, he remained attached to it {Alfred 
Adam), indeed, took it into his Christian teaching 
(Windelband). In three books 'Wider die AkademiLer- {386) he 
took a stand against skepticism. He had been attacking Donatism 
since 00, Pelagianism since Liz and Semipelagianism since 6. 
However, in addition to his main targets, he also more or less 
attacked Hebrews, Jews, Arians, astrologers, Priscillianists and 
Apollinarians - all of whom detest you - as his former 
opponent, the Doctor of the Church Jerome, praised him, and 
not without reason, 

-as they persecute me with the same hatred. 

More than half of Augustine's steps are controversial or 
polemical in nature. And while as bishop he only visited Mauritania 
once in 30 years, 
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the less civilized province, he travels thirty-three times to the 
incredibly rich Carthage, where, apparently to compensate for 
his modest monastic diet, he loves sumptuous working meals 
(for example roast peacock), makes representations to important 
people and spends whole months in hectic activity with his 
brother bishops. After all, the bishops were now often at court 
with the authorities and were courtiers themselves - 
Augustine's friend, Bishop Alypius, negotiated in Rome until 
the saint's death. So nothing but struggle, with -wild energy ... 
until his learned breath- {Daniel-Rops), -wielding the sword of 
the spirit- until the last moment (Hiimmeler) - which admittedly 
left quite bloody traces: above all with the help of the -worldly 
arm", through the court in Ravenna, provincial governors, 
generals, with whom the bishop was in close contact. And against 
everything he fought against, he demanded - iconographically 
with book and 

f)ammendem heart shown, symbols of wisdom, love - violence! 
Especially in old age, he, in whose life and teaching love 
supposedly occupied a special place, became increasingly cold, 
hard, unmerciful, the grandiose example of a Christian 
persecutor. For: - "Evil is the world, ia evil it is ... evil men 
make the evil world" (Augustin)." 

Peter Brown, one of the most recent biographers of the starting 
theologian, writes: -Augustine was the son of an impetuous father 
and an unyielding mother. He could insist on what he considered to 
be objective truth with a remarkable simplicity of his own 
contentiousness. For example, he tormented the talented and 
eminent Jerome in a uniquely humorless and tactless manner. 

It remains to be seen whether Augustine's increasingly violent 
aggression, as now manifested in his dispute with the Donatists, was 
not also a consequence of his increasingly prolonged asceticism. He 
used to have remarkably vital needs, had a self-confession, 

-He spilled his -power- in fornication and whoredom and later 
very forcefully invoked "the itch of lust". He lived in 
concubinage for a long time, then took a child as his bride (the 
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almost two years before they were legally able to marry: twelve 
years for girls) and at the same time a new mistress. For the cleric, 
however, sexual genufi -'scheuB lich", -hell-, 

-Disease", "madness", "laziness", "disgusting zeal" et cetera, in 
short, "the sexual ... something permanently impure" (Thomas). 
He always praises chastity anew, and, as Augustiner Zumkeller 
asserts, "all the more so the further he strayed from it in his 
youth". The fight against the 

-heretics", the Gentiles, the Jews, on the other hand, become a 
good 

thing, an indomitable spiritual need. And didn't his feelings of 
guilt towards his partner of many years, whom he forced to 
separate from him and his child, also have an exacerbating 


effect? 


AUGUSTINE'S CAMPAIGN AGAINST THE DONATISTS 


He first paid attention to the Donatists, who had never been 
mentioned by the African, as priests. But then, year after year, 
he attacked them more fiercely than any other -heretics-, hurled 
his contempt in their faces and drove them out of Hippo, his 
episcopal city. For the Donatists had committed -the crime of 
schism-, were nothing but -weeds-, animals: these frogs sit in 
their swamp and croak: -We are the only Christians!'- But: -With 
open eyes they go to hell 

down." 

What would Augustin consider a Donatist? An alternative that 
did not present itself to him, if only because the schism, already 
8y years old when he was elected bishop, was comparatively 
small, a local African affair, even if not exactly, as he claims, 
torn into "so many crumbs". Catholicism, on the other hand, 
attracted peoples, had the emperors for itself, the masses, indeed, 
as Augustine famously put it, "the unity of the whole world". 
Frequently and without hesitation, the famous man insisted on 
such proof of majority, incapable of the insight Schiller later 
formulated: 
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-What is majority* Majority is nonsense; reason has only ever 
been with a few.- And even if one were mistaken, thinks the - 
giant of the spirit", as he -is only given to the world once every 
1000 years, really, one is mistaken with most of them! (Of 
course he knows further -evidence- for the -veritas catholica", 
he emphasizes even more emphatically: the miracles of his 
church, the Gospels; but believes the Gospel only -because of 
the autonomy of the Catholic churches - which justify their 
authority through the Gospel!") 

We have already encountered the Donatists, whose main area 
of distribution was Maurctania and Numidia, several times. 
Under Constantine and his sons there were serious clashes with 
them, incarceration, flogging, yerbanization, even the 
liquidation of Donatist prelates, such as Bishop Donattis of 
Bagai, a resolute resistance fighter, or Bishop Marculiis, both of 
whom became martyrs (p. 3M); the execution site of the latter 
soon attracted streams of pious pilgrims. Then the imperial 
decree of union 
YOm iS. Augu- 347 -u of a {formally fourteen year old) union of 
Donatists and Catholics, headed by Gratus of Carthage, again 
led to the expulsion and 
This led to the flight of the opponents and the death of the 
Donatist Maximian, who had torn up a copy of the Union 
Decree when it was published. The return of the exiles under 
Julian, however, was followed by their retaliatory actions. Now 
there were expulsions, negotiations and the occasional killing of 
Catholics (p. 3z8) - and, thanks to Bishop Parmenian, who had 
returned from exile, the Donatist Church flourished." 

For although they were persecuted even after the Firmus 
revolt (p. 3 ff), their rebaptism and worship services were 
banned, several of their leaders were excommunicated - 
including Bishop Claudian, who became head of the Roman 
Donatist community (which, once founded by the African 
Victor of Garba, its first bishop, was only allowed to assemble 
outside the city) - yes, although an imperial edict in 322, which 
was admittedly only laxly enforced, renewed all the anti- 
donatist laws that had already been passed in the past, the 
Roman Donatist community was able to survive. 
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Donatism had a considerable impact on African Catholica. He 
became the strongest denomination, above all due to its 
Parmenian, a highly qualified man of character and intellect, 
also literary, who was not African but perhaps from Spain or 
Gaul. 
came from. Even Catholics today write about him and his time 
in office: -"he was certain in his decisions, loyal to his 
convictions, averse to intrigue and brutality". -Contacts between 
the members of the two confessions in everyday life became 
more normalized, and Donatists sometimes courted Catholics to 
join their community in an almost peaceful manner (Bans). 

The dominance of Donatism - according to Jerome "the religion 
of almost all of Africa in one generation" - was only gradually 
broken after Parmenian's death, partly due to internal church 
reasons, a split in the -.schism--, partly due to [aufiere, a lost war. 

Parmenian's successor Primian, authoritarian, rigid, without wise 
prudence, brought his own deacon, the later moderate bishop 
Maximian (a descendant of Donatus the Great, who had died in 5 
fltWa 3J$), against him and was deposed by 5y bishops in the 
year3f3_. Primian, however, did not accept this 
hin. After he had pressed Maximian with all his might, 
Through intrigue as well as violence, he gathered a council of 3to 
bishops around him in Bagai on April 3ql and _fiefi 
excommunicated his opponent. Maximian's cathedral was 
reduced to rubble, his Hans was robbed by Primian, and the aged 
Bishop Salvius of Membressa, at least according to Augtistin, was 
forced to dance on his own altar table with dead dogs around his 
neck." 

More consequential was a devastating defeat on the 
Battlefield. 

Berber prince Gildo, brother of the usurper Firmus (p. {441 
Roman general, comes Africas selt 386, finally also ma- 
gister utriusque militiae for Africa, sought to gain independence 
from Ravenna and was declared an enemy of the state, a hostis 
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publicus, ostracized. Supported by broad circles of propertyless 
people, slaves, colons, circumcellions (= migrant workers) and 
revolutionary-minded people, he probably sought to redistribute 
ownership, replacing the emperor and making himself the 
largest landlord in North Africa. Inspired by Constanriopel, 
Gildo had already repeatedly blocked supplies from Africa to 
Rome in the minter y§/p, which made the supply of 

the capital. In the summer of 397, he *made an agreement with 
the eunuch Eutrop, the most influential minister in the East, who 
claimed Africa for his emperor Arcadius (383-8) through an envoy 
to Rome, Theo 

dosius I's eldest son. Gildo declared his union with the Eastern 
Empire, confiscated imperial and private property and joined 
forces with the Donatistei Church, which emphasized its role 
as a community of the poor and righteous and tended more 
towards separatism 

and had already fought against the Roman authorities during the 
Firmus Rebellion i7-. Bishop Optatus of Thamugadi (today 
Timgad), Numidia's most influential Donatist prelate, was 
Gildo's right-hand man and is said to have revered him like a 
God. Optatus, whose city in the early y. Together with Bagai, 
Optatus was one of the "holy cities" of the Donatists in the early 
th century and pursued a kind of communist policy. He 
distributed land and inherited property and terrorized the 
Grogagraricr of southern Numidia, including the Catholics, at 
Gildo's side for a decade. 


The emperor imposed the death penalty on the church 
plunderers. And the imperial commander Stilicho, declared an 
enemy of the empire by Eutrop in Constantinople (which led to 
the confiscation of his possessions in Ostrorri), sent his own 
brother Mascezel against Gildo, a fanatical Orthodox who was 
at enmity with Gildo because of a family feud. Leaving Pisa, he 
took monks on board at the island of Capraria in order to secure 
victory through their support. Day and night, claims Orosius, the 
Catholic priest, Mascezcl is said to have been in contact with 
these monks. 
monks prayed and chanted psalms. And in the spring of 39 . 


even before the enemy, Orosius reports, the mas- 
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cezel at night St. Ambrose and pointed to the ground with a 
staff: hie, hie, hie. Mascezel understood, shouted "gentle words 
of fright" to the enemy soldiers, pierced the arm of one of their 
flag bearers and struck a surprise blow at Ammaedara. 

(Haidra) outwitted his brother's alleged army, whose troops 
were partly outwitted during the battle, not least because many 
of his officers sympathized with the Catholic Griindbesitzes. 
Gildo and some of his officers 

ended the same summer by the executioner or killed themselves. 
Their goods and assets - especially the Gildos were large - were 
confiscated for the state treasury, confiscated church property 
was returned, anti-Catholic decrees were revoked. Bishop 
Optatus of Thamugadi, severely condemned by Augustin, 
named familiarissimus amicus of Gildo, also Gildonis satelles, - 
a very common bandit- (van der Meer), died in prison, 
venerated as a martyr by the Donatist people, while his fellow 
bishops - the usual behavior of the iioh clergy in such cases - 
distanced themselves from him. Augustin, however, exuberantly 
celebrated the annihilation, and the Moor Mascezel, to whom it 
was owed, soon died on Stilicho's orders, allegedly out of favor. 
-The African Christians are the best: Augustine. 

Gildo's fiasco did encourage the Catholics to launch a 
determined attack on the Donatists, who no longer covered 
higher officials. However, as Donatists in Africa rarely became 
Catholics and Catholics often became Donatists, they remained 
in the majority until the 1990s. Even then, qoo bishops ruled 
over them. Hippo Rhegius and Augustine's entire district were 
also predominantly Donatist - apparently the only reason why 
the saint initially wanted to win through argument, why he still 
preferred diplomacy and discussion to violence. He courted his 
opponents for years. There was hardly one of their leaders 
whom he, the "professional orator", did not try to persuade. 
However, the -sons of the martyrs- did not want to go along 
with the Catholics, the -brood of the perpetrators- (Bishop 
Primian), with a church that "fattened itself on the flesh and 
blood of the saints". 
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(Bishop Optatus), which in any case stood on the side of the 
state, of the well-to-do. Donatism, on the other hand, was more 
of a popular church and the Donatist was convinced that he was 
a member of a brotherhood, 

-which lies in the constant war with the devil; his lot in this world 
is persecution, just as all the righteous since Abel have been 
persecuted- 2-Reallexikon fiir Antike und Chnstenium-). 

On their path of suffering, the Donatists collaborated with a 
religious-revolurionary' builders’ movement harassing — the 
landowners, the circumcellions already promoted by Donatus of 
Bagai, then by Gildo - walking harvesters and, as it were, the left 
wingers of this church. According to their opponent Augustin, 
who characterized them with the psalm "Their feet are swift to 
shed blood", they stole, plundered, set basilicas on fire, threw lime 
and vinegar into the eyes of Catholics, demanded the return of 
shields and extorted their release. Often led by clergymen, 
including bishops, these -agonistici or -milites Christi" (martyr 
fans, pilgrims out of passion, terrorists) beat them with clubs 
called -Israeles-, behind the battle cry 
-Praise be to God" (laus deo) - the eDrommete of Bltitbads- 
(Aupustinus) - to Catholic clerics and Great Agrarians. There is no 
doubt that they recognized a connection here, despite all the - 
misunderstanding- they were said to have. After all, the Catholics 
were 
"heavily dependent on support from the Roman Empire and the 
large landowners ... who granted them financial privileges and 
material protection" (-Reallexikon fiir Antike 
"nd Christianity- j. It was also not uncommon for the exploited to 
kill themselves in order to enter paradise. 5They jumped, as the 
dotiatists said, due to the persecution, from rocks, such as the cliffs 
at Ain Mlila, or into rushing rivers, for Augustin only -a part of 
their usual behavior." 

The duty of martyrdom, typical of the Donatist Church, was 
already formulated by Tertullian around zz5. And Cyprian, the 
holy bishop who personally admired Tertullian and, supported 
by the entire African episcopate, claimed against the Roman 
bishop Stephen that no priest in a state of sin should be allowed 
to die. 
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He became, as it were, a crown witness of the schismatics (p. 
*74 t- AUCh Cyprian's martyrdom on zd.September zyC his 
doctrine - hotly disputed by Augustin, 
his and Tertullian's churches and sacraments, 
were particularly popular with many Africans and probably 
encouraged the Donatist marriages. In any case, the center of 
their worship was the Marryr cult. Excavations in central 
Algeria, once a stronghold of Donatism, have uncovered 
numerous chapels dedicated to the veneration of the martyrs, 
which apparently belonged to the schismatics. Several of them 
contained popular biblical sayings or their motto -Deo laudes-.*"' 
It goes without saying (cf. p. 4) that the Circumcellions' 
inclination to martyrdom, to speak with the Catholic bishop 
Optatus of Milewe, was nothing but -cupiditas falsi martyrii-. 
The circumcellions appeared to their opponents as 
subversives. They took what they needed to live, often with 
clerics at their head, such as the notorious Bishop Donatus of 
Bagai. So they extorted, robbed, plundered and murdered. They 
cooked their food with Holx smashed altars, turned slaves into 
masters and masters into slaves. They tied them to mill wheels 
and spread such terror that the creditors themselves removed 
their debt deeds and were glad to escape with their lives. 
However, apart from a few legal sources, almost only their rivals 
provide us with information about this left wing of the 
Donatists, which apparently fell apart again into various -wings- 
(Romanelli): Catholic writers and clerics, such as Optatus, the 
Bishop of Milewe, who describes them in a peaceful tone 
(Kraft) in the later 4th century, but at least attests to their - 
madness- (demen- tia), scolds them as -madmen-, calls their 
bishops -madmen- and -madwomen- with 
-(latrones) and jeers that they also want to be called -hcilige and 
innocent (sancti et innoccntes). The followers commanded by 
such creatures are declared to be spiritually inferior, as -inszna 
multitudo- and capable of all crimes. Not least, however, it was 
Augustin who always 
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has again criticized the -furor'-, the assaults of the -turbae 
(agmina, multitudines) circumcellionum", has likewise seen little 
more than robbers, psychopaths, fools in them, and has also 
claimed that -clerics were always their leaders-. His judgments, 
however, are characterized by -ha8- and -exaggerations- 
{Biittner), while the struggle of the circumcellions, for all its 
abhorrent or even criminal traits, was -objectively just" 
(Diesner)." The Donatists owed nothing to their competitors. 
There was fierce resistance, whole series of suicides, but also 
bloody acts of revenge. In alliance with the Circumcellions, they 
plundered and massacred, carried out night raids, set fire to the 
houses and churches of Catholics, threw their "holy" books into 
the fire and smashed or melted their chalices in order to enrich 
their own churches, if not themselves. Converted Donatist 
leaders, such as the Bishop of Siniti, Maximinus, threatened 
their followers. At least according to Augustin, a herald of the 
Donatists was to call out to Siniti, where Maximinus continued 
to hold office: -Whoever holds church communion with 
Maximintis, his house will be set on fire.- Furthermore, the 
outraged church father only announces 
-Recent deeds-: -The priest Mark of Casphalia became a Catholic 
of his own free will, without being forced by anyone. That is 
why your followers persecuted him: they almost killed him too ... 
Restitucus of Victoriana converted from any seire to the Catholic 
Church without coercion. That is why he was dragged out of his 
house, beaten, rolled around in the water, dressed in a mocking 
robe ... Marcianus of Urgac hose Catholic unity of his own free 
will; therefore your clerics, since he himself had fled, beat his 
subdeacon to death and showered him with stones, which is why 
their houses were deservedly torn down.""° 
An eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth ... 
The Numidian chief shepherds Urbanus of Forma and Felix of 
Idicra were considered particularly cruel. One Donatist bishop 
boasted that he had single-handedly laid four churches in ashes. 
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have. The clergy were maltreated, blinded and mutilated, including 
opposing prelates. St. Possidiiis of Calama was beaten 
unconscious. -Some, says Augustin, "had theireyes gouged out, and 
one bishop had his hands and tongue cut off." V<rwhiodene, he 
claims, was even killed; although the Donatists were careful not 
to kill bishops, even if only for fear of punishment. Bishop 
Maximian of Bagai, a robber of a Donatist church, was denied 
death as a martyr at the last moment. He was beaten up, maltreated 
with knives and an altar under which he had sought protection 
was smashed, and he was even beaten with an altar foot. But 
finally, already presumed dead, he was thrown from the tower, 
covered in blood, and a miracle, a pile of dung, prevented the 
completed martyrdom. 

The Donatists, on the other hand, as is also emphasized by 
Augustine, could not become blood witnesses - because they did 
not live the life of Christians. But their own martyrdoms - were 
they not entirely welcome to the saint! Did they not serve to 
fanatize the masses? To increase the fame of Catholica? Is that 
not the only reason why the "heroes" of his opponents seemed 
so fatal to him? Almost imploringly, he wrote to the imperial 
Donatist hunter, Commissioner Marcellinus: --If you will not 
listen to the pleas of your friends, then at least listen to the 
advice of the bishop Take the suffering of the servants 
God from the Catholic Church, which must serve the weak for 
spiritual edification, not its splendor by condemning its enemies 
and tormentors to the same punishment!" 

The actual background of the Donatist problem, which not only 
led to the religious war of the years around i’ . 347- 301 to3 3, 
but also to the great uprisings of 3yz andj97__88, was largely 


misunderstood or misjudged by AuguStinus 
want. He believed that a theological discussion would clarify the 
situation. 


which was less a confessional than a social problem, the stark 
social contrast within North African Christianity, the gulf 
between a rich upper class and the have-nots - by no means just 
the 
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"Circumcellion gangs", including the free masses who hated the 
rulers and the slaves. While the leading ecclesiastical caste 
consisted mainly of Catholic Greeks and Romans, the Donatists, 
although spread throughout North Africa, were recruited above 
all from the Carthaginian, and even more so from the Berber- 
Punic peasantry. However, the land of Numidia and Maretania 
Sitifensis, one of the most important olive-growing regions in 
the Mediterranean, belonged mainly to the sraat and private 
landowners. The peasants, however, oppressed by imperial 
officials, were chronically in debt, which led to the emergence of 
wandering harvest workers, eu the most active propagandists of 
Donatism. And the great social divide between the two Christian 
groups, the hostility of the Berbers and Punic against the 
Romans, contributed much more to the schism in the church 
than the religious divergence, which in itself was so irrelevant." 
Augustine could not or did not want to see this. He represented 
with 
He resolutely defended the interests of the propertied and ruling 
class. Also, according to him, Donatists were always in the 
wrong, they slandered blofi and lied. He claims that they sought 
lies, that their lies "filled the whole of Africa", that the party of 
Donatus always stood on lies. And it was probably only the 
expansion of Donatism that initially led the saint to maintain 
restraint, to practice "warfare with kisses", as Donatist Bishop 
Petilian of Cirta characterizes Catholic tactics, which is why 
Augustin can still be praised today: may he -aiich occasionally 
[!] from the principle of non-violence, he nevertheless gives us 
evidence in other places of how he consciously oriented his 
behavior towards heretics to the message of the Gospel (Tho- 
masi, who, however, cites only a single example). *° 
Punishments were never applied indiscriminately to all 
"heretics". If they were numerous and widespread, people were 
happy to be lenient so as not to risk open resistance. Etgo, this 
was merely an enforced tolerance, an unwilling indulgence, as it 
were, against, as Augustine calls the Donatists, -unver- 
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mixed weeds. -So we tolerate them in this world, which the Lord 
calls his field and in which the Catholic Church is spread among 
all peoples, just as we tolerate the tares among the wheat ... until 
the time of harvest, the cleaning of the threshing floor ... is 
tolerated." 

However, if a "heresy" had only a few supporters, it was dealt 
with harshly. For example, the bishop of Abora in the 
Proconsularis, where Catholics formed the majority, confessed: 
-Whoever shows himself to be a Donatist in our country will be 
stoned to death." But even one and the same sect was treated 
differently, depending on the circumstances, which did not 
involve too much wisdom and even less shame.* 

A similarly eloquent distinction was made when it came to 
the return of heretical or schismatic priests. If they had made 
public renunciations, their excommunication was of course 
rescinded, but not their deposition. However, if it was a matter 
of large groups, the clergy were spared, they were left to their 
own devices or at least given the right to return in order to 
(re)gain the flock through good behavior towards the 
shepherds. 

The schismatics of Africa could not have been sufficiently 
deficient without their clergy, given the shortage of priests that 
the synods repeatedly lamented. Therefore, when Pope Anastasius 
Aoi warned of the pitfalls of the Donatists, an African synod 
thanked the "brother and fellow bishop Anastasius of Rome" in 
the fall for the advice given "with fatherly and brotherly loving 
care". However, in view of all the circumstances, it was 
preferred to proceed "leniter et pacifice" (leniter and peacefully) 
and, as in the past, to leave it up to the individual bishops to 
readmit converted Donatist clerics with their rank or not." 

Augustine was not originally in favor of coercion either. He 
solemnly denied any intention of ever returning to the use of 
force, as in the "time of Macarius" (p. 30q), presumably as a 
result of his study of New Testament and early church writings. 
Thus he initially held the conviction that Christian mission, the 
conversion of people of other faiths, excluded any use of 
violence. 
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of the means of worldly coercion, was ** 393, when he was still 
-In a letter to a Donatist, he sharply denounced any religious 
pressure and refused to read out a church letter as long as the 
military was present, so that none of you would think that I 
wanted to make more noise about the matter than is 
compatible with peaceful intentions. Rather, the lecture should 
only take place after the soldiers have left, so that all my listeners 
will realize that it is not my intention that people should be 
forced into church fellowship with anyone against their will ... 
On our side the horror of worldly violence will cease; may the 
horror of the marching bands cease on your side. We want to 
fight objectively ...-*' 

No, Augustin did not want to have anything to do with the 
authorities, as he exclaimed in a sermon. He, who was in 
frequent contact with African governors and high military 
officials, with Marcellinus, Boniface, Apringius, Dariuc, 
supposedly even felt a natural aversion to politics. Only the 
wicked, he often preached at the time, used force against the 
wicked. On the other hand, he offered himself to his opponents 
for personal conversation, for objective discussion, again and 
again. Of course, when he became acquainted with the 
wickedness of the -heretics- and saw how they could be made to 
change their ways through a little pressure, which the 
government had been increasingly taking care of since 4Oy, he 
changed his mind. Now, when he, at times with the bishops of 
the opposite side, experienced the hopelessness of his persuasion 
skills, his fefec sharpened dangerously and so did his tongue. 
Now he considered it sensible to convert -heretics- to their 
own salvation, even against their will - after all, many like it 
when they are forced! But if a person of a different faith is 
chastised, -there is no injustice". The Donatists rose up -with 
violence against the peace of Christ", and so they suffer -not 
for him-, but only for the sake of their misdeeds. -How great 
is your blindness, that despite your evil life, despite your 
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robberies and are justly punished, yet claim the glory of 
martyrdom!'-'° 

The tolerant bishop, who wanted nothing to do with the 
authorities, soon threw his weight behind them, incited them, and 
saw his opponents as -rightly besrrah-. Emperor Constantine's 
law already existed against them, -a very strict law-' as Augustin 
admits, -rightly so-. No, -not every persecution was unjust-. tlnd 
since the Donatists succumbed neither to his religious 
persuasion nor to his tactics of driving their various parties 
against each other or even their clergy against the laity, he often 
now and urgently recalled the well-known passage from 
Romans about the authorities appointed by God. Not without 
reason, emphasized the author of a treatise ‘On Patience’, the 
authorities bear the sword, and whoever resists them resists 
God. On the other hand, however, Petilianus, Bishop of Cirra, 
one of his main opponents, who had criticized the Catholics 
-wasteful souls- scolded, -more filthy than all filth-, Christ 
persecuted no one. For -love- does not persecute, does not whip 
up the state against those who think differently, does not rob or 
kill. Augustine, however, knew how to differentiate when it 
came to love: -Love the erring people; but fight their error with 
deadly hatred!" Or: "But we must not hesitate to hate 
wickedness in the wicked and choose to love the creature." Or: 
"Pray for your opponents, whose opinions you reject and refute 
convincingly. "*' 

-When the emperors command something good, no one else 
commands through them but Christ-, the holy bishop now said. 
And if 
-If the emperors hold to the true doctrine, they issue decrees in 
favor of the truth and against false belief, and he who despises 
them brings damnation upon himself. He incurs punishment from 
men ..." This is written by the same man who affirms just a 
few sentences earlier: -We, however, place no trust in any 
human power ...- And yet in the same letter again threatens the 
Donatists: -If, therefore, you, out of high-handed audacity, so 
forcibly compel men either to turn to error or to remain in it 
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zti persevere, how much more must we then resist your frenzy 
through the gnnz rightful authority, which God has made 
subject to Christ by his proclamation, so that pitiable souls 
may be freed from your tyranny, healed from age-old blindness 
and accustomed to the light of the most obvious truth! " 

The faith of the Donatists, so similar to his own, indeed, 
essentially identical to it, was nothing but error and violence! 
The Catholics, on the other hand, acted out of pure mercy, out of 
love. And the Donatists were punished, not by their enemies, 
but by God himself. -We love you," declared the Great Lover, 
"and wish for you what we wish for ourselves. If that is why you 
bear such great hatred against us, because we cannot calmly 
watch you go astray and perish, then tell God ... God himself 
does it to you through us when we plead, threaten, rebuke, when 
you suffer loss or suffering, when the laws of the secular 
authorities apply to you. Beg for what happens to you! God does 
not want you to perish in sacrilegious division, separated from 
your mother, the Catholic Church. "*' 

Yes, understand! - And let us also not forget, according to the - 
Handbook of Church History-, more precisely: Catholic Baue, 
-that here speaks the voice of a man who was so driven and 
fueled by the religious responsibility to lead the brothers who 
had gone astray back into the one ecrfrsin that all other 
considerations took a back seat to it. How ty- pical! It should 
relieve Augustin, make his thinking and _ his actions 
understandable. For this is how great historical crimes have 
always been excused, praised and glorified throughout two 
millennia. In this way, in the name of religion, in the name of 
God, they have been justified through the ages, they have 
always - out of "religious responsibility" - put all hiimanic 
considerations "in the background", chased to the devil, through 
the entire Christian Middle Ages, the entire modern era, even in 
the First World War, in the Second, where Hanns Lilje, the later 
regional bishop and deputy chairman of the Council of the 
Evangelical Church 
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Germany, wrote in a pamphlet with the eloquent title 'Der 
Xrieg "ts grirtige Leistung-: -It inuB not only on the soldiers' 
padlocks, but in their hearts and consciences: With God! Only 
in the name of God can one legitimize the sacrifice."--. 

However, certain crimes, especially the greatest ones, have 
always been permitted and committed in the name of God, as 
the following volumes of criminal history will prove ever more 
emphatically. 

With a long series of sly aphorisms and directives from the Old 

and New Testaments, the great lover calls for coercive measures to 
be taken against all those who think they should be healed 
(corrigendi atqtie sanaiidi). Coercion, Augustine now teaches, is 
sometimes unavoidable; for even if the best are drawn by love, 
most, unfortunately, must be forced by law. A friend's wounds are 
better than an enemy's kisses. It is better to love in severity than 
to betray in sanctity. Yes, he who punishes harder, shows greater 
license! Parents also compel their children, teachers their pupils 
to discipline and flcifi. -He who spares the rod has his son-, z "nien 
he the Bible. -An evil servant is not disciplined by words - And 
didn't Sarah already defend the Hagnr? And what did Elijah do to 
the Baal spies? As long ago as the Middle Ages, Augustine 
justified the whale activities of the Old Testament against the 
Manichaeans, according to whom this book comes from the prince 
of darkness. But even the New Testament can be used. For did not 
Paul also hand over some things to Satan? 
-"Do you think," he tells Bishop Vinccntius in the "Good News", 
"that no one should be forced to do justice when you read how the 
father of the house said to his servants: 'If you find them, force them 
to come in'?" Which he translates even more effectively with - 
forces them- (cogite intrare). Resistance only testifies to 
unreasonableness. Do not even the fever-stricken in delirium 
defend themselves against their doctors? -Augustine now calls 
"toleration" (toleratio) -unproductive and futile- (infructuosa et 
vana) and is delighted by the conversion of many -through 
salvation- (cogite intrare). 
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men compulsion- (terrore perculsi). It was nothing other than 
the program of Firmicus Maternus (p. 3i6 fE, -the program of a 
general declaration of war- (Hoheisel), whether Ati- gustiri had 
read it or not." 

The problem of honesty hardly concerned him any more. 
While he had previously feared the forced conversion of "ficti 
Christiani", he now left this concern to God. According to 
Augustin, the emperor was authorized to legislate in matters of the 
church, if it was in their interest. Coercion for the good now 
simply seemed good to him. He only sought to do his opponents a 
favor, wanted what they basically wanted themselves. "Under 
external coercion", preached the tricky -professional rcdner, 

-the inner will comes about-, referring to Acts ¢ 4. 

Finally, since the 6th/7th -tif Lk. 1q,z3 find to call 

understood the evangelism of love! For even if he seemed almost a 
little nervous when taking action against his enemies, Thomas), 
what looked like persecution was really love, he was only ever 
concerned with love and love again" Marrou)." 

Countless of his sayings refer to this! -Love - a delicious 
word, an even more delicious deed ... -Let love take root in your 
heart, and good things can come forth from it! -This is the 
precious pearl, love, without which nothing will profit you, 
no matter how much you have. -Love is strength and blossom 
and fruit; love is splendor and beauty, drink and food; love is 
..." of course also the 
-The "home" of the Donatists: -The church presses itself to its 
heart and surrounds itself with motherly tenderness in order to 
sanctify itself" - through forced labor, flogging, confiscation of 
property, deprivation of inheritance. But it is only "the 
advantages of peace, unity and love" that Augustin wants to 
impose on the Donatists, which is why I have been presented to 
you as an enemy. You declare that you want to kill me, although 
I only tell you the truth and, as much as I care, will not allow 
you to perish. God take revenge on you and kill the error in you 


ok! 
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God avenge us on you! The bishop did not in the least 
consider himself a harasser. If it seemed opportune, he sometimes 
refrained from filing charges; of course, he also demanded that 
rebels be punished with the full severity of the law, granting them 
neither favor nor protection. On the contrary, he allowed torture! 
Yes, the most famous saint of the ancient church, perhaps of the 
church in general, such a -lovable man- (Hendrikx), the father of 
-unlimited goodness- (Grabmann) -and generosity- (Kétting), who 
wanted to show -complete leniency- (Espenbcrger) against the 
Donatists, against the Donatists (Espenberger), -does not utter a 
word against them (Baus), -even tries to save the guilty" from the 
harsh punishments of Roman law (Hiim- meter), in short, the man 
who always makes himself the spokesman of the -mansue- tudo 
catholica", of ecclesiastical meekness, he already allows torture ... 
It wasn't that bad! -Remember all kinds of tortures-, consoles 
Augustin. -Compare it to hell, and everything you think up is 
easy. The torturer and the tortured are transitory here, eternal there 
... We should fear those punishments as we fear God. What man 
suffers here is a cure (emendatio) if he improves."" 

The Catholics could flay as much as they wanted, it was 
irrelevant, similar to hell, to those abominations that their God 
of love had carried out for all eternity. It was 
"light, "transient-, not even a foretaste - was a -cure"! - A 
theologian is never embarrassed! That's why he knows no shame. 

When Augustine's followers had the upper hand, the Catholic 
landowners did not even bother to send the Circumcellions to the 
bishop for "instruction". Rather, they made short work of them on 
the spot, "as with all street robbers" (Augustine). He himself urged 
General Boniface to roll up not only the "visibiles barbaros", but also 
the internal enemies, so to speak, the Donatists and 
Circumcellions 
-by all means" (Diesner). And while the saint - with the Pauline 
urge for truth and the i-/----ic longing for love " (Lesaar) called 
for the state to intervene, declared 
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But if they wanted to be executed, the Catholics would not have 
helped; they would rather let their enemies kill them than hand 
them over for execution!" In the Christian empire of that time, 

anything but liberality and personal freedom prevailed. Rather, 
slavery was rampant, sons were shackled to their fathers’ estates, 
secret policemen were omnipresent - and every day you could 
hear the screams of those tortured in court and the gallows could 
be seen at random. 
Seeing the executed- {Chadwick).’° 
Augustin certainly supported the death penalty as a matter of 
principle, but not for humanitarian, merely theological and tactical 
reasons: it excluded the possibility of repentance and helped the 
opponent to create martyrs, to become more competitive. The 
bishop also knew not only that Catholic landowners dealt with 
circumcellions as they did with all highwaymen, but also that the 
emperor's beadles automatically liquidated Donatists who had 
mutilated Catholic priests or destroyed churches. And Augustine 
practically resigned himself to the death penalty." 
But not only this. The state was obliged to follow himi, the 
Church, obliged to protect the Glatiben, the 
-to fight heretics. Indeed, Augustin claims that the Church, 
when it seizes state power, does not use foreign power, but its 
own, the power given to it by Christ! And even before that, 
torrents of blood flowed against Donatism - which, it must be 
repeated, dogmatically almost completely clashed with 
Catholicism - and in his time it continued with huge uprisings 
and turmoil: -The worse the state proceeds, the louder Augustin 
applauds- (Aland). In a long epistle to Boniface, he even 
sanctioned the civil war against the Donatists, although the 
general, who had come to Africa from Dorian via Marseilles, 
had spent his life with foreigners and people of other faiths and, 
paradoxically, had to fight the schismatics with Gothic troops, 
with Arians, i.e. "heretics"." 

Here the most celebrated church father shows himself in all his 

glory. 
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Grohe: as a scribe and hypocrite; as a bishop who not only had a 
terrible effect during his life, but even more so as the initiator of 
political Augustinianism, as the archetype of all the blood- 
dripping inquisitors of so many centuries, their cruelty, perfidy, 
bigotry, as the creator of horror, of the medieval relationship 
between church and state. For Augustine's example allowed 
millions of people, children themselves and the elderly, the 
terminally ill and the crippled, to be pushed through the 
"secular arm" into the torture cellars, the night of the dungeons, 
the flames of the pyres - and to hypocritically ask the state to 
spare their lives! All the henchmen and scoundrels, princes and 
monks, bishops and popes who hunted heretics, martyred 
heretics and burned heretics in the future were able to refer to 
Augustine and invoked him; the reformers did the same. 

The saint himself mocked the Donarists at the time: in the 
event of persecution, they should, according to the Gospel, - 
flee to another city- (Mt. i0,z3). indeed, he made it clear that the 
Christian emperor had a right to punish -godlessness-, that in 
view of the large number of goods, castles, towns and cities 
gained, it would not matter if a few people died. No success 
without a certain loss quota. Hans-Joachim Diesner's cynical 
calculation with those lost, saved and killed is reminiscent of 
modern imperialist strategy, but also of 
Augustine's doctrine of grace (p. 494 fi- And Donatist Tyconius, 
a lay theologian, one of the most important writers of his church 
The Church, which excom- munized him around 80 without, as 
some expected, making him Catholic, an outsider whose -rank 
as a thinker and Christa, whose "bold independence of a 
common believer" (Ratzinger) Catholics now praise, Catholics 
who today persecute themselves, Tyconius recognized in his 
time in the hunt for Donatistcn the -abomination of desolation- 
(Mt. 

Aes] " 

When the state bunnies came looking for the Bishop of Timgad, 
Gaudentius, in the year 4zo, he fled to his magnificent basilica, 
hid himself inside and threatened to be killed with his 
congregation. 
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burn. The leading Bcamte Dulcitius, a devout Christian who was 
after all inciting people of the same faith, became undecided and 
asked Aiigustin. St. Freilich, inventor of a doctrine of 
predestination sui genesis, replied: -"Since God, according to 
hidden but righteous counsel, has predestined some of them to 
eternal punishment, it is without doubt better that, even if some 
perish in their own fire, the unquestionably greater majority 
should be brought back and gathered from that pernicious 
division and dispersion than that all should burn together in the 
eternal fire deserved by God's predatory division." 

The following fits in with this. The Catholic bishop of Hippo 
Diarrhytos (Bizerra) had imprisoned his Donatist rival for years, 
and even tried to have him executed. To commemorate his 
victory, he then built an expanded basilica bearing his name - 
and Augustine preached at its inauguration. 


Hatien in Africa had been discussing the reinstatement of 
Donatists for some Zcit synods - 386 in Carthage-. 393 '- Hippo, 
3qy in Carthage, got one council each in June and September 
in Carthage -, so now year after year, with the sole exception of 
the years*4 . -In year after year, concerts are held, qo8 even 


Bishop Primian brusquely rejected a religious discussion 
decided upon by the Synod of Carthage in August 4 3. 
Use of the -heretical--heresy against the Donatists - the 
-Recourse on the literal arm" (Jesuit Seven). Of course, this was 
done with the assistance of Augustine, who attended councils 
whenever he could. And this insistence was promptly followed 
by several harsh laws. First of all, Emperor Honorius, who was 
personally dealt with by two of the most powerful Catholic chief 
shepherds with a report on atrocities, ' s - drasti 
edict of unity, which the Donatists had given to the heretics. 


the most equal, effectively dissolving their church, all of their 
cohesive 
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The Church of Rome banned Catholics from worshipping, 
awarded their places of worship to the Catholics, exiled bishops 
such as Primian of Carthage and Petilian of Cirta, deprived the 
Donatists of their leaders and financial resources - for Augustine 
an act of providence; God himself, he rejoiced, was speaking 
through events. It was Augustine again, the first theorist of the 
Inquisition, who wrote "the only complete justification in the 
history of the early church 
"on the right of the state to oppress non-Catholics" 
(Brown). The saint now saw the use of force as a mere 
-A -deconvulsive process-, a -conversion by feflcisse- (per 
molestias eruditio), a -controlled catastrophe", he drew 
comparisons with a father of a family, -who "chastises the son he 
loves" and beats his family every Saturday night -just in case." 

The -Edict of Unity- v > 405 was followed by further state 
decrees 4<7' qO&, W9' 4**, §14 The forced repatriation of the 
natists was ordered, their church was increasingly driven into 
the ground, years of pogroms began. And when in between 
When, from the end of 4 p to August 410, the government granted 
the Donatists freedom of worship for reasons of state - because 
Alaric was criss-crossing Italy - four African prelates hurried to the 
court in Ravenna and enforced the renewal of the earlier 
persecution laws, including the death penalty. The Donatist Church 
was banned and forced to join the Catholic Church - "the Lord has 
crushed the lion's teeth" (Augusrinus). Entire cities, hitherto de- 
The Donatists, who had divorced, now became Catholic for fear of 
punishment and violence, like Augustine's own episcopal city, 
where the bakers were once not allowed to bake bread for 
Catholics! In the end, he drove out the Donatists himself. But 
when they returned, temporarily tolerated by the state during 
Alaric's invasion, the great saint appeared to them as a wolf to be 
slain. It was only by chance that he escaped an ambush set for him 
by the Circuincellions." 

In the summer of dii, on the instructions of the government, 
another -golla- was held at the Baths of Gargilius in Carthage. 
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tio", a public strcit discussion, at three meetings, each of which 
was costenographed verbatim, and attended by z86 Catholic 
and z8¢ Donatist bishops (of about zoo bishops each). The 
imperial commissioner Flavius Marcellinus, a friend of 
Augustine and devoted Catholic - whom the Catholic emperor 
Honorius nevertheless appointed two years later, on*3 September 
'*3rd feast of St. Cyprian, beheaded, an apparent judicial 

mord -, naturally declared the Donatists defeated -omnium 
doeumento- rum manifestatione". The Catholics knew this so 
well in advance that they undertook to cede their episcopal sees to 
the Donatists if the outcome was negative for them! 

An appeal by the defeated to the emperor - among other 
things because of Marcellinus' corruptibility - was unsuccessful. 
The accused himself ordered the dissolution of the Circumcellion 
alliance and forbade all meetings of the Donatisteii, who were 
harassed ever more ruthlessly. Fear was spreading and suicides 
were increasing, especially among the Circumcellions. The mass 
of slaves and colons, from whom nothing was to be gained 
except their labor, were to be beaten into the bosom of those 
who made them alone with forced labor and the whip of their 
masters in order to preserve "Catholic peace". Their own 
Catholic executors saw to this. The rich were hit with heavy 
fines, up to o pounds of gold (for the illustrious), but they also 
went as far as confiscating all their assets. They expropriated, 
disinherited and threatened the anti-Union Donatist Klertis with 
banishment from African soil. St. Augustine, who taught that - 
not everything is due to everyone, but love is due to all and 
injustice to none-, himself immediately chased his -general 
bishop- Macrobius out of Hippo, where he had returned after 
four years of exile, and demanded further rigorous persecution 
using the -caritas christiana-, but only mentions the events in 
passing, as he became more and more entangled in his dispute 
with Pe)agius. u irian deprived the Donatists of all civil rights 
and punished their worship with death. -Where love, there peace 
(Augu- 
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stinus). Or, as Bishop Quodvultdeus of Carrhago triumphantly 
put it: "The viper is represented, better still - swallowed up. 
Heraclianus, the come Africae, took advantage of the 
Donatists' succession and set himself up as counter-emperor. 
Coming from Africa with a large flotilla, he landed at the mouth 
of the Tiber in summer and marched to Ravenna. But he was 
utterly defeated and soon afterward was defeated in Carthage on 
Befehl gekopft.** 
imperial 
After i8, the Donatist theme disappears from the debates of 
the North African synods of bishops for decades. Izo 
Augustine's last anti-donatist writing -Conira Gau- dentium- 
appears. qzq, with the Vandal invasion, the anti-donatist imperial 
decrees, which continued to call for annihilation, also end. But 
until the 6th century, the Schisitia forr persisted, greatly weakened. 
The pitiful remnant that escaped the persecutions, however, was 
overrun by Islam a century later, together with the Catholics. 
African Christianity was hollowed out, bankrupt, and North 
Africa, finally completely divorced from Europe in religious 
terms, slipped from its sphere of influence into that of the 
Middle East. The once most important Christian church, the only 
one in the Middle East, disappeared without a trace. Nothing of it 
remained. -But this was not due to Islam, but to the persecution of 
the Donatists, which made the Catholic Church so hated in North 
Africa that the Donatists welcomed Islam as liberation and probably 
largely converted to it (Kawerau). Based on the -Liber de 
haeresibus- of St. Bishop Philaster of Brescia, which he 
gratefully exhausted’ i56 "heresies", he catalogs 88 in his own opus 
-De fi'ieresi6iii' - from the sorcerer Simon to Pelagius and 
Caelestius. In no. 68, he even condemns a group that indulges in 
barfufiing for religious reasons. But all sects, he says, are born of 
the one parent animal, pride - and, adds the Catholic van der 
Meer, -from the reclusive Duim- 
heit-." 
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THE NiEDERRI1'4 GU1'4G OF PELAGIUS 


Augustine was more moved by the long feud with Pelagitis, 
who convincingly refuted his sinister hereditary sin complex 
with its delusions of predestination and grace - the Council of 
Orange dogmatized them (in part literally) and the Tridentine 
Council renewed them. 

According to most sources, Pelagius was a British lay 
Christian. From around 38d, or later, he taught in Rome, highly 
respected for his moral rigor, which he not only demanded but 
exemplified, where he had a decisive influence on the 
aristocracy and the clergy. 
refuge in Africa, but traveled on again, while his 
companion and friend Caelestius, ciii eloquent advocate of 
Abktinft, the -enfant terrible- of the movement, remained in 
Carthage. His support for Pelagius caused increasing offense there 
and he was excommunicated by a synod, to which he is said to have 
refused a clear answer, whereupon he went to Ephesus and was 
ordained a priest.-* Remarkably, when Pelagius landed in Hippo 
in the summer of Mio, he was in the entourage of Melania the 
Younger, her husband Pinian and her mother Albina, i.e. the - 
slightly wealthiest family in the Roman Empire- (Werme- linger). 
The Doctor of the Church Augustine had also recently intensified 
his contacts with her. Indeed, he and other African bishops, 
Aurelius and Alypius, had persuaded the multimillionaires not to 
squander their wealth on the poor, but rather to give it to the 
Catholic Church! Under pressure from Augustine's faithful, the 
immensely rich Pinian had to promise to be consecrated only for the 
Church of Hippo in future, and Augustine then had to clear his 
congregation in two letters of the suspicion that Pinian's wealth 
had motivated them in their insistence 4-7 Does the wooed man 
go? 
to Jerusalem, where another church cleric, Hierony- 

Pinian finally dies, his wife becomes the head of a monastery on the 
Mount of Olives, the church inherits her enormous wealth and 


The NieoE&RINGUr'iC 0EG ?'ELA G7uS 493 


Melania becomes a saint of the church (feast: December 31). - 
"How many heiresses were stolen by the monks!" writes 
Helvetius. -But they stole them for the church, and the church 
made saints in return.""S 

Many small treatises by Pelagius, a talented man of letters, 
have come down to us, the authenticity of which is disputed. 
However, at least three seem to be authentic. We only know the 
important work ‘Dr nanzra’ from Augustine's refutation 'De 
natura et gratia’. Pelagius' main theological work 'De Libero 
oréitrio' was also handed down in fragments, mainly by his 
opponent, and his teachings were often distorted in the course 
of the controversy*. 

Pelagius, impressive as a personality, was a convinced 
Christian, wanted to remain in the church and anything but 
public controversy. He had numerous bishops on his side, did 
not reject supplication or deny the help of grace, but rather 
advocated its necessity for good works, including the necessity 
of the free act of will, liberum arbitrium. But for him there was 
no such thing as original sin. Adam's fall was his affair, but not 
hereditary (at best a bad example), not the child already sinful, 
but morally healthy. And just as Adam could have avoided sin, 
Pelagius believes that every person can do so if they only want to. 
In complete freedom, he can decide, he can act morally out of his 
own strength, control himself, improve himself - his unlosable 
bonum naturae. "Whenever I speak of laying down rules for 
moral conduct and for the conduct of a holy keben, I first of all 
emphasize the power and peculiarity of human nature and show 
what it is capable of ... so that I do not waste my time calling 
someone to a path that he considers impossible."- According to 
Pelagius, every human being possesses the gift of discernment 
between good and evil. In imitation of the example of Jesus, 
every Christian must earn eternal life through his earthly life. 
However, Pelagius, who criticized the average Christianity, its 
various minimalisms, and who himself had a moral 
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Piiritanisrnus argued that the less they think of their willpower, 
the more careless many are, that they prefer to accuse human 
nature of their weaknesses rather than their will. It was precisely 
the experience of the moral laziness of Christians that 
determined Pelagius' attitude, whereby sometimes intense, 
religiously tinged social criticism resonated and Christians were 
called upon "to feel the suffering of others as if it were their own 
and to be moved to tears by the grief of other people". 

This, however, was not at all the concern of the richly 

abridged Augustine, who liked to look at things from a great 
distance; who saw man not so much, like Pelagius, as a separate 
individual, but as engulfed by an immense hereditary guilt, the 
"fall of mankind", mankind as massa peccati, fallen for the serpent, 
"a slippery beast, dexterous in crooked ways-, fallen for Eve, the 
inferior part (!J of the human couple - because, like all church 
teachers, he also belittles women. God had not only given his 
prohibition to the progenitors, although he foresaw that they 
would transgress it, but even more so "for the reason", as 
Augustin egregiously knows (from where? 
- what could be asked of him), -that they would have no excuse 
if he began to punish them-! If it were only according to strict 
justice, all mankind would be destined for hell. But in great 
mercy at least a minority had been told for salvation, but the 
masses had been -quite rightly rejected. -God stands glorious in 
the justice of his vengeance." Even Catholics admit that 
Augustine made little effort to emphasize a truly common will 
of God for the salvation of fallen humanity. little effort 
(Hendrikx)." 

According to the doctor ecciesiae, we have been depraved 
since Adam, original sin is transmitted through the reproductive 
process, the practice of infant baptism for the forgiveness of sins 
presupposes the sinfulness of infants, human = salvation 
depends solely on God's grace, the will is devoid of any 
ethical 
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The meaning of "deviant" and the deviation from the rule is, of 
course, that of God (and that always means the Church!). But in 
this way, man becomes a puppet tugging at the strings of the 
Most High, an animated machine that God guides as he wills and 
where he wills, into paradise or eternal damnation. Why? -Why else 
than because he wanted it that way. But why did he will it? -Man, 
who are you, that you want to confront God?" This, like Paul, is 
Augustine's last word of wisdom; whereby on the one hand he 
gains the title "Doctor of Grace", on the other hand he again 
comes close to certain Manichaean thoughts." 

As with Donatism, Augustine initially found nothing wrong 
with Pelagius, a Marian who argued against Arians and even 
more so Manichaeans, was enormously respected and 
influential, with high patrons such as Augustine also had. Thus 
the latter first called Pelagius' admired letters of exhortation 
"well written and strict on the matter", called him himself "our 
brother", "saintly", and even spoke, albeit exaggeratedly, of 
friendly relations. He had treated Pelagius with respect in his 
early criticism, and wrote to him politely. Obviously, he did not 
want to offend the preacher of the stony-faced Pinian, especially 
since he, Augustin, or at least his congregation, had bad 
intentions when responding to Pinian's criticism. 
made herself suspect (p. 49**)- But even when Demetrias, the 
young daughter of the Probi, one of the wealthiest Fainilien 
ROITIS, 4-d took the veil and sent, among other leading church 
authors, Jerome and Pelagius detailed treatises along with advice, 
Augustine interfered again. He warmed up to Pelagius and now - 
more and more tangled up in the "causa gratiae", his doctrine of 
predestination, which Jesus did not proclaim and which he himself 
had not advocated in his early days - for more than a decade and a 
half, bts H7. the Pelagians published a whole dozen controversial 
writings. 

But even before him (and Hieionymus), a personal disciple of 
the African, Orosius, had in his -Liber ApoJogeticus- (a book 
which, according to Loofs, was biased to the point of tJng 
credibility) 
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opens the direct attack on Pelagius. He is the first to call 
Pelagius, whom he also insults personally, a "heretic" by his full 
name, while the latter speaks of Orosius as a "young man whom my 
enemies have set against me". And after Caelestius had also 
hurried from Africa to the Orient, to Ephesus in Clincinasia, 
Augustine sent Orosius to condemn his opponents to the Jerusalem 
bishop John. The latter, however, accused Orosius of "hardness" 
and left Pelagius as orthodox in his congregation. St. Jerome, 
however, who was at enmity with Jerusalem's chief shepherd (5. 
iyo f), wrote an extensive polemic, the 'Dinfogi coi- tra 
Pefagianos’, in which he defamed his opponent as a sinner, arrogant 
Pharisee, fat dog and so on as usual, dialogues which Augustine 
praises as a work of wondrous beauty worthy of such a faith. (Ji6 
Pela- grauer HieronymuS' monasteries were set on fire; he himself 
was in mortal danger). Likewise, two aristocratic bishops from 
Ballis, Heros of Arles and Lazarus of Aix, who had been exiled to 
the East, attacked Pelagius and Caelcstius in a -Libellus-. The 
synod of Diospolis (the old Lydda) in 

Palestine in December 4*S VOfR Irrti2m free - "Only a few," 
wrote Augustin, "are versed in the law of the Lord." But now the 
Africans were setting the two friends up for denial. 

baptism and prayer (!) in the following year, di6, 

-hysterical- (Chadwick) at two councils, in Carthage and 

Milcwe and Pope Innocent I (4 * 4*7) in three letters 
characterized by all the hallmarks of a witch hunt. 

(Brown), as the -author of an utterly nefarious error that we all 
condemn - the decisive turning point in the great clerical 
controversy. Augustin, who was also a zealous agitator 
elsewhere, had written a letter himself and sent it to the - 
holiness-, -heart of the heart- (suavitas mitissiina cordis), the 
"rich bronze- 

{largo foriti) and the book of Pelagius -on the Narur" together 
with his own gcgcnschrift 'De nature et gratis Dei-, with marked 
"Hauptstcllen- zur bequcinercn Lektiire des Pon- 
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Pope Innocent I (most likely the son of his predecessor Pope 
Anastasius 1, who was himself a priestly scion) leafed through 
*De nntora* and found enough blasphemy, but avoided a formal 
condemnation of the whole thing. For whether he himself was 
inclined towards Pelagius or not, he feared the united phalanx of 
Africans who, together with the state, had just destroyed 
Donatism. Famously, with cold arrogance, if not exactly 
respectably, the Roman pulled himself out of the noose in 
January qry in three separate responsa. On the one hand, he did 
not completely abandon Pelagius and Caelestitis, but reserved 
for them the possibility of reinstatement in the event of 
revocation - the usual arnnei, the usual poison; in all three 
letters, he struck the pose of the healing Antes. On the other 
hand, he did not hinder the Africans, but rather confirmed their 
decisions and condemned the "heresy", so that Augustin, who 
was incidentally completely ignored by the pope, was able to 
reopen the church. 
rierr, in a sermon from z3. Septembe*4*7 sleich called: The matter 
is finished. -Causa finita est; utinam aliqiiando finiatin error!" 

If only the error had been settled - later transformed into the 
winged one: Roma locnta, causa finita.-' 

But Augustin had rejoiced too soon. How much the -heresy- 

- which spread in southern Italy and Sicily, North Africa, 
Dalmatia, Spain, Gaul, Britain, on the island of Rhodes, in 
Palestine, Constantinople - even in the Holy City, even in the 
Holy See and even sitting on it, became apparent just three 
months later, after Inno2ence's Ist death on ia. March." The 
successor Zosimus ]4*7 §18) received Caelestius, 
who, by then a priest, traveled from Ephcsos to 
Pope to inform, quite friendly in Rome, He examined him on 
heart and kidneys, heard that Caelestius believed in the 
necessity of the baptism of children and submitted himself 
entirely to the verdict of the apostolic see, had atieh all files 
examined and maintained -not a shadow of a doubt- in the faith 
of the 
-heretic". He declared the accusation of Bishops Heros and 
Laza- ms (p. qq6), personal enemies of the Pope, to be null and 
void, accused the African episcopate of rashness, negligence 
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and brusquely demanded a revision of the judgment. Soon 
afterwards a letter arrived from Pelagius (still addressed to 
Innocent) together with a new book, and Zosimus found 
Pelagius, for whom the new Jerusalem bishop Praylos also spoke 
out insistently, to be equally above suspicion, orthodox in all 
important matters, of high moral convictions and imbued with 
papal authority. So she turned to Africa a second time. -If only 
you, beloved brothers, could have been present," wrote 
Zosimus. -How deeply moved each of us was! Hardly anyone 
present could help weeping that men of such genuine faith could 
be accused.- The Pope spoke of false witnesses and lectured 
Augustine: 

-The mark of high-minded gain is to believe bad things with 
difficulty." He criticized -these trick questions and foolish 
debates-, curiosity, tinged eloquence, the misuse of even the 
Holy Scriptures. "Not even the most eminent men are free from 
it." And he quoted the Bible: "Many words are not without sin 
(Prov. i0,iq)." 

In short, the Pope demanded that the Africans completely 
rehabilitate the two. The accusers, however, embarrassed and 
disturbed, operated unmoved with intrigue and bribery. Money 
is said to have been given to certain gentlemen at the expense of 
the poor. And 80 Numidian stallions changed stables in the 
course of the dispute over grace, personally transferred to the 
court in Ravenna by St. Alypius (feast: August 5), bishop of 
Thagaste, friend and disciple of St. Augustine; the Africans had 
already collaborated with him in the fight against the Donatists. 
And court marshal Comes Valerius, a sworn -heretic-- enemy, 
reader of St. Augustine, relative of a Great Bagrarian in Hippo 
and more Catholic than the Pope, proved himself pleasing to the 
generous overlords. Just as the Donatians had been suppressed 
shortly before, they now achieved the suppression of the 
Pelagians, denying free discussion and expelling their bishops." 

Pope Zosinius was overruled by the Emperor Honorius and 
was replaced with Reskfipt vOfR 3 April 4* -- Palladius, the 
Praetorian Praetorian Prefect. 
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The Pope of Rome decreed the expulsion of Pelagius and 
Caelestius from Italy - the harshest decree in the late Roman 
Empire -, declared their "heresy" a public crime (crimen) and an 
offense against religion {sacrilegitim), with particular emphasis on 
its spread in Rome (!), where there were riots and serious 
disputes among the clergy, the expulsion of all Pelagians, 
confiscation of assets, banishment. Ravenna locuta - and already 
Pope Zosimus fell over, obeyed, crushed, the emperor and 
condemned, a capitulation all along the line, still in early 
summer by a world-wide, to all bishops rnit- communicated, 
but only fragmentary handed down extensive encyclical, the so- 
called -Episttila Tractoria", officially the hitherto by him esteemed 
and protected Briton and his followers. Shortly before his death, he 
also excommunicated Julian of Aecla- num and eighteen other 
bishops who refused to accept his 

-Tractoria- to sign. Thus, "all bishops’ hands were armed with 
the sword of Peter for the beheading of the gods", as the monk 
Prosper Tiro in Marseille exulted, a fierce and tireless 
sympathizer of Augustine's pious spirits, a man who, like 
Aiigustinus himself, occasionally 

-originally Pelagian ideas to the point of tlnrecognizability 
tWermelinger). And with his herm, Prcsbyter Xystus, the later 
pope, hitherto a supporter of the -heretics-, hastily changed 
fronts and worked - behind the back of the (probably still 
suspicious) Zosimus - together with Augustin, who drove to the 
inquisitorial tracking down of the Pelagians. As early as the fall 
of ¢z8, Constantius issued a harsh anti-Pelagian edict. A new 
KaiSerrescript of gq. June 4*Q threatens all recalcitrant bishops 
with loss of office. ¢z a further edict of Emperor Valentinian III 
orders the expulsion of all Pelagians from Gaul. Soon 
afterwards, Pope Codesiin 1. also frees the British Isles from 
the disease of Pelagianism (Prosper). And Pelagius himself, 
repeatedly condemned by the church and wanted by the state, 
disappears. 

-while Caelestius appears and disappears sometimes there, 
sometimes there, and 

continued to agitate - without a trace. Perhaps he escaped into an 
Egyptian 


§co Kiac'sEI4LkfsREk AUGUSTINUS 


He was sent to a monastery, perhaps to his British homeland, 
even though he represented the tradition and the "doctor gratiae" 
the new faith! For Pelagius' doctrine is supported by almost all of 
the Church's publications from its beginnings up to his time, for 
Augustine hardly more than Tertulian (who himself had become a 
heretic), some of Cyprian and Ambtosius." 

It is not improbable that the state's swift slamming was 
linked to a certain socio-political component of the theological 
controversy, even if Pelagius had been backed by parts of the high 
aristocracy and was friends with one of the richest families in the 
empire, which may have seemed all the more dangerous to certain 
Catholic circles. In Sicily, at any rate, the rigorous Pelagian ideal of 
poverty, the call to renounce all wealth, worried the millionaires. 
For it was precisely in Sicily that a British layman of Pelagius 
interpreted his central thesis in a massively socialist way: "He 
sharply criticized the behaviour of the rich, the preservation of their 
power through brutality and torture, since the natural abhorrence of 
all exploitation results from the doctrine that only action arising 
from a free decision of the will is moral." 

The key word in the Pelagian controversy played a role in the 
state Lebert for more than ioo years. The Codex Theodosia- us 
used the term gratia, grace, to combat the circumvention of the 
law by its official and judicial apparatus, favors and bribes. And 
some Pelagian treatises, especially the -Corpus Pelagianum- of 
Caspari, attack the same corruption and cronyism, but at the 
same time advocate social justice, the better distribution of the 
goods of this world; whereby perhaps the Pelagian emphasis on 
the 
-free will - already seemed dangerous to the totalitarian regime. 
In any case, socio-political tendencies have repeatedly 
intertwined with theological ones in the course of history, 
sometimes the former, sometimes the latter, as was certainly 
the case in the Pelagian controversy, without failing to recognize 
the socio-critical background." 


OIE NisoERRtRGING THE PELAG1US —————__ sor 


In the final phase of the conflict, the young Bishop Julian of 
Aeclanum (near Beneveiit) became the great, indeed unique 
opponent of Augustine, whose son he could have been in terms 
of age, and the real spokesman of the opposition, cornering the 
belligerent African with a frontal attack. 


Julian was probably born in Apulia, the bishopric of his father 
Memor, who was a friend of Augustin. As a priest, he married 
Titia, the daughter of Bishop Aemilius of Benevento, and became 
chief shepherd of Aeclanum around ¢i6 by Pope Innocent. In 
contrast to most prelates, he was brilliantly educated, a rather 
independent thinker and a brilliant polemicist. He wrote for a 
"highly intellectual" audience, Augu- Stlfl, who found it difficult 
to refute the -young man-, for the intellectual middle class, which is 
always in the majority." 

Julian, who mocks Augustin as patronus asinorum, 

-The protector of all donkeys, intimidated by no respect, 
agitates in letters, including two to Pope Zosimus, as well as in 
his books to Florus (eight in total, but only partially known 
through Augustinian replicas), ironically and _ shrewdly, 
gradually becoming more and more violent against the African 
and the state's violent actions - for the Pelagians admissions of 
intellectual incapacity. Theologically, he affirms grace, but does 
not see it as the opposite of nature, which is also the good gift of 
the Creator. He emphasizes freedom of will, attacks Augustine's 
doctrine of sin as Manichdian, fights the view of hereditary 
guilt, of a God who becomes the persecutor of newborns, throws 
small children into eternal fire, the God of a crime -which can 
hardly be imagined among barbarians- (Julian). However, he not 
only denies any fateful compulsion to sin, but also contradicts 
the Augustinian defamation of marriage and concupiscence. 
Julian was bold enough to soften Pelagius' strict asceticism, to 
fully recognize sexuality and to call it a sixth sense of the body, 
while Augustine, who conflated original sin and lust like a prudish 
after priest, Julian, the -subject- 
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man-, mocked: -You want to gewifi that the spouses jump into 
bed whenever they want, whenever the Ltist tickles them ..." And 
finally, Julian not only puts up a sharp theological defense, but 
also denounces the bribery of officials by the Africans, their use of 
money to inflame even the people, their intrigues with women and 
the military. For fear of his own damnation, Augusrinus avoided 
any discussion between the parties, any negotiation and 
investigation, he hid behind the masses and fueled the persecution.'- 

Unlike Augustin, a petty bourgeois who decided to join the 
ranks of the rich, Julian, who came from the Apulian upper 
class, was socially committed. He had sold his property in order 
to combat a hunger shortage in the wake of God's raid and 
gained affection with his measures in southern Italy. -For 
twenty years, he waged a deadly feud, almost entirely on his 
own, against men who had imputed their own views to the 
church, denied him the free discussion of his own views and 
expelled him from his episcopal see, where he had_ been active 
and popular" (Brown).'° 

Julian, excommunicated by Zosimus with the eighteen 
colleagues gathered around him in the late fall of qi8 and, like 
most of them,4-9 *<-chased from his chair, found refuge in the 
East. There he lived with Nestorios, among others, who was 
soon himself 
The Pelagian petitioners were dragged into his overthrow. As a 
"marked man", the -Cain of our day-, Pope Sixtus III denied him 
investiture in his bishopric in 439, the 
Pope Leo I ( Jo-H6r) condemned Julian ven Ae- 
clanum and finally died in Sicily after becoming tutor to a Pelagian 
family and being exiled for half his life. Friends wrote on his 
tombstone: -Here lies Julian, the iff ofiscfie bishop.- He also had 
followers in Galilee, Britain and Illyria among the high 
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clergy, but they had to recant or leave their chairs. Furthermore, 
a group of northern Italian prelates refused to condemn Pelagius 
and Caelestius, but we have no further information about their 
fate. 

Augustine, however, saw the Pelagians and Caelestians as 
puffed-up -windbills- dispatched and triumphantly -beaten to 
pieces-. He praised the prevention of free discussion as well as 
the -Christian rulers-, because they -impose their punitive 
discipline- on such people as you are. -They must be instructed; 
and in my opinion they can do it more easily if the fear of 
severity is added to the teachings of truth." Augustine's old theme! 
The Roman state authority followed the church, as the latter had 
already been able to awaken such a high degree of 
Christianization of the world in the princes at the time that the 
emperors also considered _ the church's concerns to be 
matters of the empire, a statement of the 
Jesuits Grillmeier and Bacht, for whom Christianization 
naturally means above all Catholicization." 

Nevertheless, the conflict did not come to rest. Augustine 
became increasingly harsh in his statements on predestination, 
the separation of humanity into the elect and the damned. Even on 
his deathbed, he attacked Julian in an unfinished opus, but his 
doctrine of grace and sin did not fully penetrate even within 
Catholicism. (The strict Augustinianism that the Doctor of the 
Church advocated in his later writings was never recognized). 


AUGUSTINE'S ANG RI FP AUI'- PAGANISM 


Like the -heretics||, Augustine naturally also suppressed the 
pagans. He himself profited so much from their philosophy, 
especially through Plato's Neoplatonism, that he brazenly 
claimed what was now called the Christian religion, 

-already existed in antiquity and was missing from the beginning. 
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The true religion of the human race did not begin until Christ 
appeared in the flesh; from then on, the true religion, which has 
always been, began to be the Christian religion. Yes, he 
declared: -If the old philosophers could begin anew with us 
today, they would become Christians by changing a few 
expressions and propositions.- In fact, Christianity differed so 
little from Neoplatonism, under whose spell Augustin stood, 
that Bishop Synesius of Cyrene, at the beginning of the yth 
century, discarded all the dogmas that had been the basis of the 
Christian religion. In fact, Christianity differed so little from 
Neoplatonism, which was under Augustine's spell, that Bishop 
Synesius of Cyrene discarded all dogmas that did not agree with 
Neoplatonism at the beginning of the yth century. 
However, Augustin had little sympathy for many important 
pagan figures. Apollonius of Tyana, for example 
«I< 3M7). Main representative of Neo-Pythagoreanism, 
teacher and miracle-worker, the holy and divine, played off 
against Jesus by Porphyrios (S. rio If) and Hierocles, highly 
honored by several emperors, still for a present-day researcher - 
gifted with unusual powers- (Speyer), Apollonios, whose 
biography (by Philostratos) offered many and striking parallels 
to the Gospels, does not even seem strange to Augustin, the 
believer in miracles, in a certain respect. -Who-, he sneers, 
-could it be considered laughable to try to compare an 
Apollonius, Apuleius or the other most experienced black artists 
with Christ or even prefer them to him?-*. 
The bishop has continued all the more - the monsters of all 
Ancn of gods", -the blasphemous cults", 
-the gods' dregs", the -pure-, the abominable gods-, who "are all 
evil- -throw them away, despise them". Augustin describes 
Jupiter, the seducer of women, his "numerous and wicked 
atrocities", Venus's "licentiousness", the cult of the mother 
goddess, "this plague, this crime, this weakness", the great 
mother herself, "this monster", the "evil one". 
-through a crowd of mercenary, public scoundrels who 
besmirched the earth and insulted heaven-, Saturn, who rather 
exaggerated them -in such shameless cruelty-. Augustine - like 
Thomas Aquinas or Pope Pius II later on 
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at least for the preservation of prostitution, so that the violence 
of passion would not throw everything overboard: the usual 
Catholic doppémoral. (After all, popes such as Sixtus IV [147*- 
*'8q], founder of the feast of the Immaculate Conception of 
Mary, and bishops, abbots, superiors of venerable monasteries, 
maintained profitable brothels!) Augustin also repeats all the 
traditional arguments against polytheism, from the enteric and 
insensibility of the statues to the inability of the gods to help (p. 
186 If). And he identifies himself, like many before him, with 
the demons.'- 

His magnum optis 'Vom Coitesstaat' (Mr j-az6), which is 

expressly directed against the pagans, -contra paganos-, in 
books, a favorite reading of Charles the Great's later works, 
demonstrates the extent and methods of the saint's unsparing 
mockery, which is less systematic than circumstantial, but 
extremely rich in detail. In this book, he calculates from the 
highest level," praises Katholik van der Meer, 
-with the whole old culture of lies- -in favor of a new, much 
worse one! And even with the means of falsification. For in the - 
God's state-, in which the belief in God appears as the 
fundamental evil of Romanism -its fundamental evil was, like 
the Christian one, the greed for power that would be worthy of a 
corpse! -, in which the polytheis- mtrs as the main cause of the 
moral "Nicderg "ng, all cause also of Rome's fall CIO figurierr, in 
general all cause of all crimes, all mala, bella, discordiae of Roman 
history, in his main work Augustin does not hesitate to discredit 
the cloetic world by -conscious distortions- (F. G. Maier), indeed, 
he simply allows himself to use "all means" against the pagans, 
even to the point of "distorting the quotations" (Andrcsen). -Lies 
and shame are the two greats to which everything in the belief in 
gods can be traced (Schiiltzc). 

At the beginning of his episcopate, Augustine was still a harsh 

preacher, 

Only the wicked use violence against the wicked. But soon he is 
watring against the heathens as ruthlessly as the -cultists". The 
Roman state is now bad in itself, a second Babylon - -con- dita 
est civitas Roma velut altera Babylon-. Resolutely justifies 
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He ordered the eradication of the old faith, ordered the ruination 
of its temples, groves, images, the destruction of its entire cult: a 
retaliatory measure against those who had previously killed the 
Christians. He also claimed a common front of all those he had 
defamed, heretics, pagans and Jews, 

-against our unity-, of course in vain. So he triumphs 

<< 4--* -lm whole empire the temples destroyed, the idols 
broken, the sacrifices abolished and those who honor gods 
drawn to punishment in case of trespass." Resistance at all 
fanatically, to speak with him, to all -efforts of purely human 
thought directed to the justification of the blessedness iti the 
unhappiness of earthly life", he brutally smashed the entire ancient 
ethical tradition, vis-a-vis paganism -as ready to attack as he 
was prepared to attack Donatists and Pelagians- (Halporn). 
Augustin does not want to see the death penalty carried out on 
pagans either, at least not solely because of their faith. But 
otherwise he permits all violence, all chastisement, however 
perfidiously grotesquely he trivializes it. For just as he compares 
the campaign against Donatism with the custom of a father who 
beats his family every Saturday evening (p. 48q), he compares 
the anti-Pagan laws with the measures taken by teachers against 
children who dig in the dirt and defile themselves. And in 
practice he also accepts the death penalty against the pagans, as 
against the Donatists, which he denies in principle." 

It seems embarrassing, writes theologian Bernhard K6tting, 
immediately after the sentence that Augustin met pagans with 
"pastoral kindness and wideness": -He affirms, however, the 
laws and measures of the emperors against the pagan cult, 
against the sacrifices and places of sacrifice, the temples. He 
justifies this with instructions from the Old Testament, where it 
is commanded that all places of idolatrous sacrifice should be 
destroyed as soon as the land is in your hands. As soon as you 
have power, that is, they are to be eradicated - full of -pastoral 
kindness and generosity-! Augustin repeatedly rejected a literal 
understanding of the Old Testament in favour of allegorizing 
exegesis. Of course, he rejected 
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he also, just as viden, the allegorizing in favour of the literal - as 
required." 

As usual, the Catholic state followed the demands of the 
Catholic Church. As in the case of the Ftetzer controversy, the 
clerical agitators, harsh canons and then the corresponding 
secular laws also came into play in the clash with the pagans. At 
the same time, Paganism was pushed back and destroyed in 
Africa. 

In March, the cornices Gaudentius and Jovius razed temples 
and statues of gods in Carthage - a milestone in the fight against 
the devilish cults, according to Augustine. And later Gaudentius 
find Jovius also ruined the temples of the provincial cities, 
obviously also to the deep satisfaction of St. Bishop, for whom 
the divine storm already predicted in the Old Testament was now 
being fulfilled. He praises the decrees issued by the Christian 
emperors - inferred from Psalm 7*.-i: lawful - who demand the 
removal or destruction of the idols and impose capital 
punishment for their worship. And as early as 16 JURI ROI, the 
fifth African synod asked the emperors to tear down all pagan 
temples and chapels still standing throughout Africa. The synod 
no longer even allowed pagan banquets (convivia), especially as 
they involved impure dances, occasionally even on the days of 
the martyrs. The ancient church repeatedly threatened the 
participation of Christians in solemn meals with several years of 
punishment or excommunication. Just no fellowship with 
dissenters: always a decisive facial purity - if you could afford 
it." 

At that time, I> June for, Augustine once again fanned the 
flames of destruction. In a Sunday sermon in Carthage, he 
congratulated the fervent zeal against the idols and mocked 
them so primitively that the audience laughed. HERCULI DEO 
stood under a statue of the golden-bearded Hercules. Who is 
that! He should say that once. "He can't do that. He's just as 
dumb as his inscription!" And when he reminded him that even 
in Rome the temples had been closed and the idols smashed, a 


508 K iRCHENLEffkER AUGUSTINUS 


Chanting through the church: "As in Rome, so in Carthage!"- 
And Augustin rushed on, saying that the Gérrians had fled here 
from Rome. -Think about it, my brothers, think about it! I have 
said this, now put it into practice!'-'° 

Emperor Honoriu t393-U3), a son of Theodosius I, was 
particularly supportive of the Church at the time. He was 
influenced by Ambrose as well as by his pious, God- 
and legally fighting the -heretics- sister Galla Placidia, who for 
her part was again under the influence of 
of their longtime advisor, St. Barbatianus (feast3 i. Deiem- ber), 
a great miracle worker. Thus the emperor, after repeated appeals 
from the church, ordered a series of edicts 
in the years 399s 4 7- z[Of And kind in Africa to take the images 
from the temples, to demolish the altars, the sanctuaries 
or to confiscate them and use their property for other purposes. 
And when Augustin asked the court for stricter application of 
the laws, Honorius also renewed them, even threatening to 
intervene with the garrison. -The government showed itself 
more willing to meet the demands made of it by the Christian 
side" (Sehultze)." 

Supported by the church and the state, the Catholic hordes were 
now no less brutal in their "cleansing" of pagan idols from rural 
estates than the circumcellions had been in the past. Augustin even 
made it a rule that the converts to Christianity destroyed their 
temples and idols themselves. Sometimes, of course, they also rose 
up. This was the case in Calama (Guelma), neighboring Hippo 
Rhegius, where Augustin's biographer and friend, St. Possidius, 
was bishop and so hated that even the curiae, the councillors, did 
not protect him. But while his basilica, the monastery, was seized 
and a monk was beaten to death, the prelate escaped. And when 
Christians demolished the temple of Hercules in Byzacene Sufes, 
there was such a riot that Augustine, who sharply denounces the 
city government, which was still of the old faith, had to mourn 60 
massacred fellow believers. He reports on this with a strange 
mixture of indignation, gloating and mockery, but with no 


AUCUSTIX S ANC£t7BF AUP DASH&8JDGN7UM 509 


It is not mentioned how many pagans were cost by the riot 
provoked by Christians. It is also believed that the church's 
response in Sufi was the destruction of surviving temples and 
images of gods, sometimes with bloody battles in the shrines 
themselves. But if pagans, out of fear of the fanaticism of their 
opponents, denied their faith - as countless Christians once did to 
the pagans - then Augustin mocks them: - The devil has such 
servants. The destruction of pagan places of worship and statues 
was transfigured into an act of piety for him. He also celebrated the 
victory won on the battlefield against the pagans. - Is it surprising 
that the Neiplatonist Maximus calls the saints villains in a letter to 
the church father?" 

On Augustine's instructions, his pupil Orosius, an Iberian 
presbyter, continued the destruction and disparagement of 
paganism. Following the tendency of the master, he wrote, so he 
himself says, somewhat hastily, his later much admired and as - 
guide . ... in teaching (Martin), as a "textbook of universal history" 
(Albaner), 4- ---- 
published -Seven books against the heathens-. The fugitive 
This superficial and barely surpassable apologetic product 
became one of the most widely read writings of the Middle 
Ages, easily its history book par excellence. It was found in almost 
all clerical libraries and completely contaminated 
historiography. Until the iz. This view of history, fabricated by 
Augustine and Orosius, dominated the Christian world until the 
tenth century, but even then, when slightly different approaches 
were taken, it continued to shape their ideas for a long time, 
especially since their historiography was still dominated by the 
book. 


For Orosius, history is undoubtedly guided by God. It is part of 
the Lord's plan of salvation, has the character of revelation, 
according to which every historical event has its own specific 
function or multiple functions. Of course, this is not always easy to 
recognize, the hidden providence of God - oh difficult to unveil, 
obviously even for a man of his stature, who boldly inspects history 
as needed 
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often invokes the occulta iustitia Dei, the occulta misericordia 
Dei, occulta providentia Dei, but always brazenly superimposes 
his scheme on the historical inferno in order to demonstrate the 
continuous direction of heaven in the earthly sequence of 
scenes. God punishes all those who seek to thwart his act of 
salvation, especially the pagans! He alone - and not the emperor, the 
time, the number of soldiers - decides the battle, through miracles 
or natural phenomena such as thunderstorms, storm winds and 
other means." 

Augustine Adlatus begins (after all, covering well over Moon 
years in the first book, but y6i8 years in total) with Adam and Eve, 
since all misfortune began then, and then leads over the 
{freely continuing) judgment of God after the Fall, about the 
expulsion, the Flood, the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah - all 
facts that Orosius, like the entire early period, sees as criminally 
neglected by historiography so far - from catastrophe to catastrophe 
up to the year of salvation q-7 
n. Here the tempora Christiane, the era of grace and progress, an 
epoch in which not only the barbarian invasions become milder, 
as Alaric's conquest of Rome proves, but also the plagues of 
locusts become more bearable and the earthquakes more gentle 
- thanks to Christian prayers. Like Augustine, Orosius writes 
as an apologist, but in contrast to the Master's much more 
extensive theology of history, he provides a more pro- fensive 
and optimistic counterpart, a historiography full of aspects of 
salvation and especially disaster, especially since in the pre- 
Christian period it was a pure history of misfortune: The plague 
under Nero and Marcus Aurelius, civil war under Sevefus; 
Domitian is assassinated, Maximinus murdered, Decius falls, 
Valerian is imprisoned, Aurelian is struck by the Blin (in reality 
he succumbs to the complicity of his secretary Eros), in short, 
an immense collection of miseries, of lightning and hailstorms 
and other natural disasters, of villainies and outrages, murder 
and manslaughter and, last but not least, of course, the great 
wars (miseria bellorum), inorder, according to Augustine, 
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to prove that in ancient times things were even worse than in 
Christian times, that the miseria of the present, contrary to the 
whispers of evil pagans, had nothing to do _ with 
Christianization, and that, on the contrary, Christianity had 
considerably hindered the earthly misery." 

Orosius works, as he himself repeatedly admits at the very 
beginning of his opus, on Augtisrin's orders: "... praecepttim 
tuum, beatissime parer Augustine"; moreover, he compares his 
relationship to him with that of a dog to the master of the house, 
though of course he believes that he not only has to obey, but wants 
to. Augustine and Orosius wrote at the same time, and scholars 
argue not only about how many or rather how few historians - the 
source situation is again complicated - Orosius used, but also about 
who copied from whom, the pupil from the master or, not so 
improbably, the master from the pupil, whose work was read by 
Augustine but, probably because of certain controversial points, 
never mentioned." 


THE Bls CHOF OF HiPPO AND THE JEWS 


The saint used the last years of his life to write a pamphlet "Against 
the Jews", which was almost obligatory for his peers at the time {p. 

izq). But anti-Jewish outbursts are not infrequent in his writings." 
Augustine, who reports only once of a personal conversation 
with a Jew, -a Hebrew- (from whom he had the meaning of the 
word -racha- explained to him), attacked the Jews in their way 
of life and theologically. He was just as irritated by their 
frivolity as by their exuberance or their addiction to pleasure, 
which he frequently criticized. He also repeatedly accuses them 
of attending plays. He calls them the biggest veils in the theater. 
But they only kept the Sabbath to wash, laze around or, as far as 
their wives were concerned, to dance shamelessly on their flat 
roofs all day long. 
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Again and again he reinterprets the Psalms as accusations against 
them. He sees motoric quertilants in the Jews, considers them 
worse than the demons, who at least would have recognized the 
Son of God, who in turn already distinguished between his 
followers and them "as between light and darkness". Just as 
John the Baptist had already recognized the gih- of the Jews and 
reviled them - a breed of vipers - not even of men, but of nature. 
Augustine denigrates the Jews as vicious, wild, cruel, compares 
them to wolves, calls them -sinners-, -murderers-, -the wine of 
the prophets degenerated into vinegar-, -a greedy crowd-, - 
stirred up filth-. 

Theologically speaking, the expert claims, the Jews do not 
understand what they read, -their eyes are thirsty-, they 
themselves are -blind-, -sick-, -bitter as bile and sour -like 
vinegar-. They are -guilty- of the -unhallowed approach of 
godlessness-. They simply do not want to believe that God 
foresaw their evil will. Not enough: -The father of whom you 
are is the devil- Augustine repeats this again and again. And 
since the devil is their father, they not only have the devil's 
desires, but also lie like him: they -saw in their father what they 
were saying; what else but lies?- But he, Augustin, is as it were 
the advocate of God, of truth, and truly holy and unashamed he 
speaks again and again of -our progenitors", -our Moses-, -our 
David- -all Christians! -, -although they already lived-, now 
really undeniably’ -before Christ the Lord was born according to 
the flesh-. And after he has twisted and turned the Bible as he 
needs it, he says: -&what rise ye yet further in brazen 
shamelessness, tim the harderi fall to do and the more miserably 
to perish? -I have no pleasure in you, says not anyone, but 
the Lord, the Almighty, and now repeats with true delight: -I 
have no pleasure in you." It is indeed unheard of that the Jews in 
"wickedness- persist -in their lies-, but salvation-historically 
necessary also, God-willed, that they are an unloved minority 
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are scattered -from sunrise to sunset- that they wander homeless. 
After all, they had fallen away to strange gods and idols in 
godless newness, as if seduced by magic arts, and had - 
ultimately killed Christ-". 

In the -Hniidhucfi of Church History', the Catholic church 
historian Karl Baus s7s finds the theological interpretation of the 
Israel's unconvertibility by Augustiniis -without denigration- 
of Judaism was presented-'°°. 

With Seneca, Augustine believes that -this quite criminal 
volk- imposes its way on all countries. "They do not become 
Christians, but they turn us into Jews. The customs of the Jews 
are dangerous and deadly for Christians. Whoever observes 
them, whether he comes from Judaism or paganism, plunges 
into the jaws of the devil." Their enemy coins the scripture 
"Go ye ... into eternal fire- and proclaims: until the end of the 
world they must remain slaves; slaves of the Christians, of 
course. Augustine, who also knew -two kinds of people, 
Christians and Jews- in his episcopal city, humanized them 
theologically to the utmost. In order to be able to deny them 
the rrifteii of the Old Testament, he not only claimed: -"They 
read it as blind and sing it as deaf", he denied not only their 
"election", but even their right to still call themselves Jews! But 
he, who is only concerned with love and more love - "What a 
great good is love!" -, all atrocities inflicted on the Jews by 
Christians, declares them to be acts of the highest justice and 
even considers -some massacres of Jews- (Pinay) to be a divine 
punishment. The destruction of Jerusalem and the Jewish war by 
the Romans was already a divine punishment. But the saint 
knows of many such divine punishments, also writes that the 
Jews tremble among the Christians, indeed, he boasts - perhaps 
with regard to the first great Jewish po- grom by his colleague, 
St. Cyril, the Doctor of the Church, the 
ente -final redemption-, in Alexandria 4-4: -You have heard 
what has happened to them when they dared to take only one 
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And as the first theologian, he also blames the Jews of his time 
for Jesu's death, which in turn causes their eternal servitude, 
their perpetua servitus. izoy this idea is taken up by Pope 
Innocent III. 

and is included **34 'n the collection of decrees of Gregory IX. 
However, Augustine's hostility towards the Jews also 
influenced the anti-Jewish 

Legislation of the emperors.'-' 


AUGUSTINE SANCTIONS THE "JUST WAR", 
THE "HOLY WAR" AND CERTAIN WARS OF AGGRESSION 


However, the great descendant of a small Roman veteran was 
made more devastating than his attacks on everything that was 
not Catholic by something that he did not attack, but defended, 
protected and declared necessary: war. For he did not fight 
white-hot against everything that did not think like him, the war! 
On the contrary. The amantissimus Domini sanctissimus, as 
Bishop ClaudiuG of Turin celebrated Augustine in the q. The 
amantissimus Domini sanctissimus, as Bishop ClaudiuG of Turin 
celebrated Augustin in the q century, the -handle1 of the Trinity, 
the tongue of the Holy Spirit, who, though an earthly man, yet 
an angel from heaven, clothed in flesh, yet possessed heaven and 
in supernatural visions, like an angel, continually saw God 

-He stated, like no one before him, the compatibility of the war 
ministry with the teachings of Jesus."" 

Ambrose had already celebrated a pathefic warfare (*_4-5 ff), 
the Doctor of the Church Athanasius had already proclaimed 
that in wars it was both lawful and praiseworthy to kill enemies 
(although it was also a lie that Christians immediately turned to 
domestic pursuits instead of fighting). 
and instead of using their hands to carry weapons, they raise 
them in prayer). And likewise, Lak- tanz had already made the 
heroic shift to permanent slaughter, regardless of all his own 
pacifist assertions before (p. ay y f).- 
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But none of them recognized the bloody craft so wholeheartedly, 
fundamental, however slyly, as the -im medorr God- shuddering e 
angel of heaven, be it only because he was still -clothed with 
flesh-, -the burning sun of the tropics- begot him (Lachmann), 
the "hot sun of North Africa ... burned in his Blute (Stratmann). A 
fire, not only from heaven, of course, it also let him splash his 
strength -in fornication and whoredom-, in -light-shy love 
pleasures-, in the -pool of sins-, -mud of sensual lust-, as an 
adulterer, pederast and with two mistresses - until finally the hubris 
-nulla salus extra ecclesiam-, long virulent before, rose mightily 
to his head and allowed every rage, not only against -heretics-, 
pagans, Jtides, no, also against state and national fcinde, mission 
by the executioner not only, but also by the army.'* 

Gewifi no longer shared Augustine's optimism of Euseb or 

Ambrose, who equated the expectation of the pax Romana as 
providential with the pax Christiana; for: -The wars exist to this 
day, not only between empires, but also between creeds, between 
truth and error.- Certainly, Augustine had become increasingly 
negative towards the Roman state in theory when he spun out his 
spins of grace, predestination and angels. Certainly, he has the 
-earthly fame- if -not exactly a soft woman's room-, then -but 
a pompous one, full of nothingness-. Certainly, he has the 
instinct to rule, the will to power, the 
"libido dominandi", perhaps the only ancient author to explicitly 
include it among the greatest vices, he saw in the striving to be 
master, "dominus" (a chrisrological title), the worst self- 
deification and applied this moral-theological principle to 
Roman history. 
"the starting point for a radical critique of imperialism 
(Schottlacnder). Certainly he could - who was so fond of 
mocking the Romans of his time, their brutality, their ingrata 
superbia - deride governments without justice as "great robber 
bands" and wars against neighbors as "monstrous robbery". 
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(grande latrocinium). Yes, he could find it "more glorious", 

-to kill war by the word than men by the sword, to win peace by 
peace than by war-. -Indeed, the good of peace is so great that 
even in the realm of the earthly and transient there is nothing 
that one would rather hear about, nothing that one longs for 
more, and really nothing better can be found.- But that was - 
historically speaking - paperi like the love of enemies in the Bible. 
WuBtfl Aut§UStin yes, that a -Christian state- could not be 
realized on earth according to his concept. On the one hand, the 
state was intended by God, on the other hand it was the result of sin 
and rotten due to the Fall. The civitas Dei and the civitas terreur can 
never be fully identified, but are in inner contradiction to each 
other. For, as already stated in the prefatio of his main work: -In 
that it [the earthly civitas] strives to rule, yet over it, although 
[correctly: because!] the peoples serve it, it is precisely the 
instinct to rule that exercises dominion.- Behind all this was the 
doctrine that every state is a mixture of wheat and tares (triticum 
and zizania), a civitas mixta of good and evil, but especially every 
violent state based on the libido dominandi is sinful and therefore 
belongs to the Church, the Church, which rested solely on grace 
but was in fact never free of sin - the historical-philosophical basis 
of the medieval power struggle between popes and emperors, a 
philosophy of sraat that remained the only authoritative one until 
Thomas Aquinas.'* 

And in practice, the prelate, like the Church since Constantine, 
never separated the religious from the political sphere, he 
embodied the politician just as much as the bishop, he, a "crucial 
figure" (Brown) of such a symbiosis, collaborated for a long 
time with the empire: Brown) of such symbiosis, collaborated for 
a long time with the empire: in the fight against the Donatists and 
Cireumeellions, the African-Berber tribes, the Maniehians, 
Pelagians, Arians, pagans, Jews - -le prince et patriarche des 
persécureurs- (Joly). The pro- vinzgouvemeurs who came from 
Ravenna to Carthage, mostly good Catholics, Christians, writes 
Peter Brown, saw themselves as 
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The bishop's interest in "harsh heretical decrees" and, since Fry, 
his gift copies of the emerging -Goite state. In fact, up until the 
year of his death, Augustin not only advocated the punishment 
of criminals, but also the crushing of uprisings, the subjugation 
of the 

-barbarians" and regarded it as morally meritorious. It was not 
difficult for him to demonize the state, but to praise its bloody 
practice and, like everything else, to confidently attribute this to 
divine providence. For -the way- is to -counter human moral 
decay through wars- (!) and -test the lives of the righteous and 
pious through such tribulations-. Anyone who thinks like this, 
infantile and cynical at the same time, naturally also interprets 
the commandment -Thou shalt not kill- accordingly. It does not 
apply to the whole of nature and the animal world from the 
outset. Augustin polemicizes against the Manichaeans, it does 
not forbid -killing a bush-, nor does it apply to "the 
unreasonable animal world", which 

only serve through -life and death tinserm Nunen mufi-: 

Subdue them!”°S (cf. s. z f, i 9c if.) 

-Man is the master of the animals-, complains Hans Henny 
Jahnn in his brilliant trilogy -FluQ ohne Ufer-. -He does not need 
to make an effort. He only has to be simple-minded. Simple- 
minded even in his anger. Brutal and simple-minded. That's what 
God wants. Beat the animals, you will still go to heaven." And even 
earlier, Theodor Lessing and Ludwig Klages, in particular, 
emphatically pointed out that, according to the latter, Christianity 
uses the concept of humanity to _ obscure what it 
actually means: that all other life is worthless unless it serves man! 
-Buddhism, as is well known, forbids the killing of animals 
because the animal is also of the same essence as us; the Italian, 
who would be met with such an objection if he martyred animals to 
death, replies 'Senza anima’ and 'non é christiano', because for the 
devout Christian there is only a right of existence for man.'”' 

Augustine can indeed declare that from God comes the 
salvation of angels, of men, of the deep, he can write, 
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strange enough: -"And he makes angels out of worms." But even 
when God heals animals, it is always only for the human being, 
the -life", as his commentary on P 2 al 3.90 


-Healing comes from the Lord-, shows: -He who makes you 
whole, 


The same one makes your horse whole, the same one makes your 
sheep whole and, to come to the least, the same one also makes 
your hen whole - and he makes her sick too. And broken. But to 
Augustine, man - even on the verge of sin - still seems better than 
the animal, the creature of the lowest rank. And he calls 
vegetarianism a godless ketosis-'°-. 
This is all, make no mistake, in line! -As long as 
there are butchers-, Tolstoy realized laconically, -there will be 
there are also battlefields-'--. 
According to Augustine, however, man himself may be the crown 
of 
creation, the image of God, kill the human being, who after all 
-should surpass everything on earth- -especially through crime. 
Yes, man may not kill, he must kill man, either when God, "the 
source of all justice", commands it or "a just law". Thus, killing 
is permitted to those who wage wars "at God's instigation" or 
who, as bearers of state power 
-punish criminals with death. One cannot expect from Augustin, 
the "spiritual giant", as he appears "only once every 1000 years", 
the insight that is required under the 
e4 June IyQi Lichtenbeig norized: -whether we do not, when we 
rebuke a murderer, just fall into the error of the child who 
strikes the chair he bumps into- - one can hardly expect this 
insight from him, since his church still has it todayc 
not." 

But couldn't Augustine, the connoisseur of the Gospel, the 

apostle of Jesus, have expressed thoughts that the great Shelley 
formulated four years later, shortly after Lichtenberg? 
-War, for whatever motives it may be waged, extinguishes the 
sense of prudence and justice in the spirit. - - Man has no right 
to kill a fellow man, and he is not excused if he does it in the 
name of justice. 
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uniform. Thus he merely adds the disgrace of servitude to the 
crime of murder.- Or: -'From the moment a man is a soldier, he 
becomes a slave ... He is taught contempt for human life and 
suffering ... He is lower than the murderer; ... A professional 
soldier is despicable and contemptible beyond all 
description." 

Shouldn't Augustine, the disciple of Jesus, have been inclined 
to do this? But no, that is precisely his understanding, his 
further development, so to speak, of Jesus' pacifism, the 
Sermon on the Mount: not only the liquefaction of criminals, 
but also of hostile armies, entire peoples: -all this the one and 
true God directs and guides as he pleases, but always according 
to justice and equity." Every prince has the right to declare war, 
even a bad one, but even the greatest monsters, even those who, 
like Nero, allegedly have the highest degree of lust for power, 
-the pinnacle, as it were, of this vice- -the power to rule was 
granted only by the providence of the Most High God". (For 
example also - far more telling - because this is how long it has 
lasted: Hitler, to whom all the German cardinals and bishops at the 
time 
-an ablarius of divine rule and a participation in the eternal 
authority of God). Augustine teaches that God punishes man 
through the evil power of the state. Christian soldiers would 
therefore obey immediately even under a bad ruler - good news for 
despots! - would obey immediately if he commanded: -Draw the 
sword! It is no coincidence that Augustine emphasizes 
obedience, placing it almost above all else, even above the 
otherwise so cherished chastity: - Nothing is so useful to the 
soul as obedience", he calls disobedience the greatest la- 


With this view, Bishop GewiB is part of a long tradition. 
Influenced by the Old Testament, obedience was also of 
fundamental importance to Jesus, as it was to Paul. Faith and 
obedience are identical for both, and obedience is soon a basic 
attitude of Christian life. It is demanded of the slave towards his 
master as well as towards the state. 
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authority, of which there is of course no mention in }esns, not to 
mention subordination to the bishop or the commander of the 
army. According to Augustine, obedience simply belongs to 
man, is the mother and guardian of all human virtues, only 
proper to the rational creature - which every dog refutes. The 
prince of the church demands that obedience should be rendered 
freely and joyfully, as he himself gives true freedom! Yes, 
even in the hereafter obedience is a sweet and easy yoke ...""' 

Close to obedience is death for the fatherland, its most 
common and saddest consequence. And its most absurd. But 
Augustine, like every prelate, safe from heroic death, admires 
love of country. And today one also claims that - although 
hardly anyone seriously dares to speak of Augustine's 
patriotism' any more one must even doubtIn- - beautiful logic - 
-whether the term fits at all ...". (Thraede), he, Augustin, 
speaks loudly of it, there is also, as the "scientific dispute" 
shows, as much contradiction in him as in this dispute itself. 
Even Thraede concludes (after a long, scholarly, overloaded, 
sometimes parodic back-and-forth), emphasizing Augustine's 
"ambivalence: Rome guarantees pax and yet is the heir of 
Babylon, Rome is very imperialistic and, because pars unitatis, 
nevertheless acceptable for Christians - what an embarrassing 
egg dance."' 

In reality, Augustin places patriotism above the love of the 
son for his father. He also honors military and military service 
more than other church fathers - although he knows full well 
that the soldiers' main pleasure consists in harassing local 
peasants. After all, his own community once lynched the 
commander of the garrison."' 

In reality, according to Augustine, the soldier can and should 
kill with a clear conscience, in certain cases even in an 
offensive! Anyone who takes part in such God-ordained 
slaughter "does not sin against the fifth commandment". No 
soldier is a murderer who kills people on the orders of lawful 
rulers - - rather, if he does not do so, he is guilty of transgressing 
and despising the command. Not enough: -worthy of all respect 
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and worthy of praise are the brave warriors - their glory is even 
truer when they are faithfulto the smallest in their fulfillment of 
duty.- He eagerly turns against the old, admittedly long outdated 
suspicion of Christian hostility to the state. -If we had an army, just 
as the teaching of Christ (!1 wants to have soldiers ... let no one 
dare to say that this teaching is hostile to the state; one cannot but 
confess that, if it is followed, it is the great salvation of the state." 
The example of David (cf. p. 8y ff!) and many righteous people of 
that time already proves that it is possible to please God with a 
weapon. At least 

*3 *7 *Hal quotes Augustin from the Old Testament - which he used 
to write had always been repugnant to him! Now it was mm too 
useful. For example: -The righteous will be free to see vengeance; 
he will bathe his feet in the blood of the wicked-! And all the - 
righteous- could of course, quite 

logically, atich to wage a -just war- (bellum iustum). A term 
introduced by Augustine; no Christian had used it before, not even 
the agile Lactantius (S. zyy f), whom he read aiif attentively. But 
soon the whole Christian world was using iusta bella, whereby 
even a slight deviation from the Roman liturgy was considered a 
"just" warfare!" 

Although the phrase "bellum iustum", "just war", was not used 
in Christianity before Augustine, it was already known in 
paganism centuries earlier. 

The litfiah of the catchword can already be found in Ennius, 
an important Roman man of letters born in c3q BC, and then, a 
little later and even more frequently, in the influential Hellenic 
historian and philosopher of history Polybios. According to him, 
the Romans not only openly declared a conflict, but also sought 
a suitable reason for war that would increase their chances of 
victory. The term "bcllum iustum", however, first appears in 
Cicero, a supporter of Ennius, just as Cicero in turn had a 
strong influence on Augustine." 

Just as this distinguishes between a -just- and an -unjust- war, so 
also between a -just- and an -unjust- peace; whereby, of course, the 
peace of the Catholics is always just, that of the Catholics unjust. 
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of their opponents is unjust. That is why the saint also recognizes 
-easy, that the peace of the unrighteous does not even deserve the 
name of peace in comparison with the peace of the righteous”. 

The church teacher knew that Jesus’ pacifist demands in the 
Sermon on the Mount could only be fulfilled literally if one 
expected the opponent to be defeated. In those words, Jesus had 
not so much commanded a more frequent behavior as a more 
complete confession. It is also the right of the father as well as 
the ruler to punish disobedient children and peoples. -For he 
who is deprived of the license of wickedness is arrested for a 
purpose. Is there nothing more unfortunate for you than the 
happiness of evil (felicitate 


Augustin insists emphatically against military service and 
presents many a -God-fearing man of war- from the Bible; not 
only the -many righteousnesses- of the atrocious Old Testament 
(x. chap.), but also a few from the New. -However, the bishop 
emphasizes emphatically that the priests themselves are higher, -is 
the rank that those who have left all worldly service occupy with 
God ... But the apostle also says: 'Each one has a special gift from 
the Lord: one in this way, the other in another.- So others fight 
for you against invisible enemies with prayer, you fight for them 
with the sword against the visible barbarians.""- 

Soldiers and priests thus fight together, though each in his own 
way, each by virtue of the "Lord's own gift"! -O that there were 
faith in all of them! For then there would be little to fight for ... - 
But the saint is greatly mistaken. After all, Christians fought far 
more wars among themselves than against non-Christians! But 
always, from century to century: with priests, WITH GOD ... 
There are after all, Napoleon versified, "people who are better 
suited than priests and soldiers". Hitler also had his Christian 
field priests. And even Stalin - even Roman Catholics!" 

-to wage war-, teaches Augustine, -and to extend the empire 
by subjugating the peoples [!] 
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Happiness, the good as compulsion. But because it would be 
worse if the unrighteous ruled over the righteous, it is not 
inappropriate to call this happiness as well." So even a war of 
expansion makes - -not inappropriately" - happy. The bishop is 
opportunist and shameless enough to declare Rome's countless 
wars as -righteous warriors and its external greatness as earned 
by -God's reward-. After all, Rome's wars were only forced 
upon it by the injustice of its neighbors, as the peripheral states - 
which always existed, no matter how far it expanded - threatened 
the oh-so-just empire. "For the empire has only grown through 
the injustice of those with whom just wars have been waged," 
claims the saint. It would have been small if quiet and just 
neighbors had not been provoked to war by any injustice ...-! 
Nor did it wage its wars for pleasure and greed, as earlier 
empires had done, but for noble motives: Rome wanted to 
achieve glory, bring culture to the "barbarians", civilization - the 
"Pax Romana". 

When examining fifteen wars of Rome in Republican times, 
the three Punic Wars, the three Macedonian Wars, the three 
Mithridatic Wars, the two Illyrian Wars, the war against 
Antiochus III, the Jugurthine War, the Gallic War, the Parthian 
campaign of Crassus, Sigrid Albert recently had to conclude that 
"only a very small number of wars fully met the Roman 
requirements and could be clearly described as bella iusra". 
However, the author found the number of bella iniusta to be just as 
small, most wars -only 

-In short, it is self-evident that the policy of the Romans "was 

aimed at preserving their hegemonic position - in German: 
securing their plunder."' Augustine, however, is literally 
intoxicated by these orgies of annihilation - -how many smaller 
empires were crushed! How many spacious, famous cities were 
destroyed, how many states damaged, how many ruined! ... 
What masses of people, soldiers as well as unarmed people, 
sank in 
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death! What an immense number of ships have been drilled into 
the ground in the battles ...- And the length of the wars does 
not frighten him either, for they too are determined by the - 
loving" God; who finds wars 
-more surprisingly and more hesitantly their end, according as it 
is in his good judgment and just counsel and mercy to chastise or 
comfort the human race. Or also to improve. It should, of all things, 
claims Augustin, 
-be determined by this means! So he knows the length of the war. 
Eight years, he enumerates, the second Punic War (zz8-zoz), *3 
years the first (26§-z§z), §o0 that against 
Mithridates and his son Pharnakes (g'-+7'. almost yo, with 
Interruptions, the Samniterkri-s t34* m)"" 
Yet all this was like every misfortune and horror in the world, 
It happened - after the beckoning of the Supreme Majesty - that the 
Almighty, the All-good, the All-wise, granted the Romans the 
kingdom at the time he wanted and to the extent he wanted. For in 
every war God directs the beginning, continuation and end. Also, 
according to Augustine, all atrocities are only committed in order to 
defeat the enemy, to subjugate the warriors if possible ... to 
subjugate the warriors and then impose their own laws of peace on 
them", in the end everything is done for the sake of peace, -even 
friends of war want nothing other than victory; through war, so 
they want to achieve a glorious peace. For what is victory other 
than the subjugation of the enemy? Once this is achieved, peace 
ensues. So wars are waged for the sake of peace ...- So good, 
then, the worst still - seen more deeply! However, the great saint 
calls out to anyone who is afraid of perishing in the process: "I 
know that no one has ever died who did not have to die at some 
point.” But what is the reason for the death with which this life 
ends? Or, with an even more cynical twist of the tongue for his 
kind: -What's wrong with war? For example, data People who 
have to die die in the process?- - so: if you have to die anyway, 
why not just die now! How beautifully all this confirms Karl 
Rahner's, the Jesuit, words that for 
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Augustin - "God is everything, but man is nothing"!'* And the 
church has always behaved accordingly. And Gotr, never forget, 
is herself! 

That there must be war seems self-evident to the proclaimers 
of the -fro- hen message-, after all, that has always been the case. 
"When has the earth not been shaken by wars at certain intervals 
of time and place? And so it will remain. It is the lot of the earth 
to be visited again and again by such calamities, just as the 
stormy sea is agitated by storms of all kinds ... - Really, war 
and peace, do they not almost resemble ebb and flow - a law of 
nature? But, reassures Augustin, all this will pass. -For the 
present temporal evils, which terrify men so much, under 
which they murmur much, and by their murmuring offend the 
judge, so that they find no more deliverer: the present evils, 
therefore, are without doubt only temporary; either they pass 
away through us or we pass away through them.- A truly 
consoling philosophy - a Christian one." 

Incidentally, war is like torture (p. J8y). For Augustine, it too 
was a trifle compared to hell, it was, even in its worst form, "light" 
because it was temporary, a "cure" - all for the betterment and the 
best of man: torture, war. - A theologian is never embarrassed! 
That's why he knows no shame. 

Only the misuse of armed force, a broad field, Augustin forbade. 
War as such was natural, like an earthquake, a blizzard, it was 
necessary. It was necessary - quite evangelical, Jesuitical! -to 
"avenge injustice", to inflict the most radical retribution, 
according to Augustin the very meaning of "just war". And the 
fundamental task of the soldier - his easy - -to confront violence 
with violence”. 

Violence against violence! Really Jesuan again! An eye for an 

eye. 

Tooth for tooth! 

However, Augustine, inspired by his fight against _ the 
Donatists, expanded his theory of war even further; in addition to 
the doctrine of just war, he distinguished the (um i iso 
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Decretum Gratiani, which gave it the status of an official church 
doctrine - nor the -Holy War|| (bellum Deo auctore). By fighting 
for the faith and against the devil, the "heretics", the Christian 
butchers are now God's servants in a special way. After all, this - 
Holy War- is not the work of potentates and military men, but of 
God himself." 

Not infrequently, one might think, the military were closer to 
Augustin than the Lord, at least than his institutions on earth. 

When, for example, his friend Bonifatiiis, one of the most 
powerful commanders in Africa and one of the most colorful 
men of the time, a zealous Catholic and a successful fighter against 
Donatist remnant groups, with whom the Catholic bishops 
collaborated, when General Bonifatius fell into a mental crisis 
after the death of his wife and saw military service as an obstacle to 
his beatitude, which is why he wanted to go into a monastery, 
Augustin protested. Although he was unable to travel, he and his 
friend Alypius - both bishops, both champions of monasticism, both 
already in their old age, both holy! - from his distant official 
residence to Thubunae, a remote border fort, and opposed the pious 
plan. Although Bonifatiiis was no longer to marry, he was to 
remain a soldier. For the man of war was also pleasing to Gon. 
And so the saint, who was otherwise quite eager to distract from 
"glory et pax et honor in aeternum", forced the world-weary 
general, referring of course to the relevant biblical passages, but 
atich, according to the Catholic theologian Fischer, "out of a 
healthy realism" (everything that supports the power of the Church 
is realism and healthy!), to stand his ground in war and protect 
Catholica from the Arian Vandals. The pious officer, to whom 
Augustin dedicated several of his writings, had apparently 
summoned them himself, even providing them with the transport 
ships, although this is not undisputed. In any case, the Vandals were 
-moral-, as right as they otherwise were for the shepherd, far less - 
depraved-. 
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than his Catholics. King Geiserich criminalized adultery in 
Africa, closed brothels and forced prostitutes to marry. In 
contrast, Augustine's protégé and protector, whom he would have 
denied monasticism*, 4- returned from a visit to court with a rich 
woman, the opulent Pelagia, who had made herself a 
He confessed to the Arian heresy, had his daughter baptized 
according to the Arian rite and tried to console himself with 
several concubines during the difficult times. But in the end he 
fought with his troops nowhere else than in Augustine's 
episcopal city, whereby he largely supported the armed 
resistance - religiously and morally - until the end" (Diesner)."-. 

-If one summarizes Augustine's thoughts on war and peace, a 
modern Catholic concludes, "the result is almost classical 
pacifism. Indeed - as Augustine and the Church understand it: 
Violence against violence! Avenge injustice! Kill with a clear 
conscience! Seeing happiness also and especially in the war of 
expansion! And in Christ's teaching on soldiers 
-the great salvation-!"° 

As another disciple of Jesus still claims today: "The reality 
in this case was that since the qth and then especially in the 
xi. Century, not least under the influence of the defensive 
struggle against pagan peoples, the Church adopted an 
increasingly positive attitude towards war " 
(Auer). As if it hadn't already approved and promoted all the 
gfoBen massacres and wars of aggression in the . and 5th 
centuries! As if it had not already practiced the classical 
pacifism of Augustine! Or that of Archbishop Synesius of 
Cyrene, who wrote against the Astirians, a desert tribe, and 
against provincial governor Andronikos, who provoked the 
church: Happy is he who gives them retribution; happy is he 
who strikes their young against the rocks.- He preached: "The 
sword of the executioner contributes no less to the purity of 
citizenship than the holy water at the church door!"- As if Jeznik 
von Kolb, the most important ecclesiastical writer in Armenia, 
had not already tried to justify bloodshed in his day. 
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revenge! Not since Bishop Theodoret wrote: 
-Historical facts teach us that war brings us greater benefits than 
peace!-!" 

Aiigustin's pupil Orosius is again instructive. 

War sometimes seems to Orosius to be something horrible, 
the worst thing of all. But whereas the miseriae bellorum were 
basically a matter of pagan times, the Christian Ara is one of 
peaceful progress (cf. p. 5op ff). Even now there are still wars, 
which Orosius cannot deny, these are God's punitive judgments, 
for example because of Arian "heresy", such as the civil war 
under Constantius II or the destruction of the -ket- zer- Valens at 
Adrianople (whereby the -ket- zer- emperors and_ the 
Arianismu8 are also responsible for all kinds of earthquakes). 
Orosius, of course, was as little in favor of defensive wars as 
Augustine, and like Augustine he also approves of certain wars of 
aggression. Whenever a war is waged in the interests of his own 
side, of Christianity, of Romanity, Presbyter Orosius turns a 
blind eye or one more and thus hardly sees any real misfortune, 
especially since for him the Roman-Christian state is the ideal 
state, the Roman-Christian emperor, provided that no 
-Heretic" emperor (like Constantine or Valens), the ideal 
emperor, to whom the citizen is subject like the Christian is 
subject to God. If, in a war for such ideals, one's own losses are 
still small, they are even "glorious wars". The victims of the 
other 5 sides, the barbarians, the Goths (especially evil if they 
are Hebrews, less evil if they are Christians), do not bother 
Orosius. He then nit, as if a drop of blood had flowed, how 
ambivalent, contradictory, he often expresses himself about the 
barbarians, who, with divine permission (permissu Deij, haunt 
the empire, when he, Orosius, would ultimately prefer to have 
them thrown out again.'-' 

Only civil wars are embarrassing, Romans against Romans, 
Christians against Christians. But such civil wars, similar to the 
defense wars against "barbarians", are short and almost painless, 
thanks to divine assistance, and are quite different from before, 
without significant losses, says Orosius- J-, the wars of his 
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The ideal emperor, Theodosius, who achieved victory after 
victory and, it seems again, without any bloodshed, are glorious 
testimonies to the ternpora Christiane. And just the civil wars 
of Theodosius against the rebels Arbogast and Eugenius - 
since Rome's foundation, vcezzichcn Augustin's learned disciple, 
there had not been one war - begun with such pious necessity, 
carried out with such divine bliss and put to sleep with such 
mild beneficence ...". And while Orosius, the unshakeable 
fanatic of progress, finds only a single year of peace in seven 
centuries of pre-Christian times, wars disappear in the Christian 
era, become the exception, peace returns with the birth of Christ, 
the pax Auguste settles in a pax Christiana forr. And that's not all: 
the already existing "happy Christian times" will be joined by 
ever happier ones.”" 
Augustintis lived to see the collapse of the Roman Empire. 

He was still in power in Africa when the Sandals conquered 
Mauritania and Numidia in the summer of qzq and spring of 


30. He lived to see the destruction of his life's work, whole 
towns went up in fire, were depopulated, murdered, without 
the Catholic communities, fleeced by state and church, offering 
resistance anywhere; at least there is no single report of this. 
Fortified Hippo was, of course, as mentioned, defended by 
none other than the general Boniface, the husband of an Arian 
woman, and his equally Arian gods. But Augustin, locked in the 
midst of the catastrophe, comforted himself with a word that 
recalls his own terrible one: -What is there against war, for 
instance, that people who must die one day perish in it? -He is 
not a great man who thinks it a very unfortunate thing when 
trees and stones fall and people die who must die.- It was the 
word of a pagan - Plotinus.'* 

Augustine 8died on z8. August @$O (Cf. p.4 4)e was buried on 
the same day, a year later Hippo, held by Boniface for fourteen 
months, was evacuated and partially razed to the ground. 
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branat. Augustine's biographer, St. Bishop Possidius, like the 
Master a zealous fighter against heretics and pagans, lived a few 
more years in the ruins, then the Arian clergy expelled him from 
Calama, just as he himself had once expelled the Donatist 
bishop; neither the time nor the place of his death are known. 


NOTE 


Not an extract of the book, not a quintessence-a reminder by the 
author ntir of the old Terentianus Mauriis Won: Habent sua fata 
libelli’. 

The fate of this title began in the fifties in Kranken, when I 
suddenly ran off a mountain path, my dogs around me, always 
downhill, towards the edge of the forest, the meadows - a few 
ponds, frogs croaking, and over there, leisurely under apple trees, 
two gentlemen in black. I reached for the binoculars: as I 
suspected, my godfather and his guest, an archabbot from Lower 
Bavaria. Still a little breathless, I followed both of them, across 
the water, their spiritual walk, so calm, peaceful* and suddenly 
thought: Gon GEHT IN DER SCHUHE24 DES 
TEUFELS ... 

This thought determined my work, my life. It cost me heavy 
family sacrifices, even, perhaps not only indirectly, our son, who 
wasn't even there then, but no longer is. 

I had iq55 written my first novel; in eight days. My mother was 
dying. I hurried to Ernst Ro- wohlt, the admired publisher. I just 
happened to know that he was in Baden on the Biihler Hohe. I 
turned up unannounced, Siesta already, he still received me and, 
really, he knew my name. "You're the man who holds the lectures, 
right? But I also shouted - and reached for the selected pages of the 
novel in the bookcase. But the publisher of Dos Passos, Wolle, 
Faulkner, Hemingway had problems with his eyes, he didn't think 
much of a poetry reading either, no, he phoned his editor straight 
away, and just two weeks later I had his rejection in my hand. 

My mother had already been dead for a year when 'Die Macht 
steht um mein f-faus- was published by List. Christianity was 
only in the margins 
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in it. My survey (with Hermann Ke- sten, Hans Erich Nossack, 
Hans Urs von Balthasar, Max Brod, Heinrich Boll, Arno 
Schmidt, Arnold Zweig, Roberi Neiimann 

a. 0.) -What do you think of the Chflstenmm - 1-9571- 
Rowohlt's editor, Gf*IPP* 47- Waf dzbei. l)ber my behavior, so 
not at all resentful, perplexed, he called -run- and pull" of my 
Ro- 

mans was now -one-, no longer understood his verdict and 
blamed everything on a -restaiirafive day. 

A critic of the Enquete criticized my statement, accused me of 
cowardice. I took five years, over ay om hours of work, and titled 
my response - But again the flefin- crowed. Rowohlt had again 
declined, List had agreed. But when the rooster fledged, too much 
for List, who was already worried about sales of his school books 
in Bavaria, he asked for an expert opinion - and from Rowohlt's 
cinst editor of all people. This was promptly followed by a total 
write-off, and List, waiving repayment of the advance, terminated 
the contract. 

The critical church history was published by iq6z Giinther, in it, 
after several editions, Rowohlt as a paperback, then Econ again as a 
hardcover, a second paperback license was acquired by Moewig', a 
third hardcover new edition appears, simultaneously with this 
volume, at Econ. -Abecmafs krédhte der H'tfin- was originally based 
on the idea of GOTT G EHT Ifi DE2-i SCHUHEH DES TEU- FEL: a 
documentation of all the shameful deeds of Christianity. But it 
became something quite different: essentially an early Christian 
history of dogma, partly a comparative history of religion. Only 
the last too pages approached the original idea, and at first the 
attempt to ({W9 7*) *B-- 
to criminalize -church abuse-, brought me back to 
on Goor cEHT li'l DEN SCHUHE24 DES TEUPELS Ziiriick, and I 
offered Rowohlt a -Xriminalgeschichte des Christeniums-. The 
book was to have azo pages and be published in 197s. 

But the material, notes, excerpts, copies, swelled up, 

I followed the aspiration to make everything even more verbal, 
even more convincing, to secure it better and better from a 
critical perspective 
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too - and yet, the more trifiying the grade, the more defamation, 
even after my death. 

+97* " long yerganggn, in the meantime -Das Kreuz mit 
der Kirche’, my sexual history of Christianity, *974 was published 
by Econ (since Kindler, despite a suggestion, had again renounced 
it}; my extensive monograph on papal politics in the age of the 
world wars, -Ein Jahrhundert Heils- geschichte-, iq8a/83 was 
also published by Kiepenheuer & Witsch. 

Only Rowohlt never pressed me, no longer insisted on the tight 
scope of the "criniinal history" and approved several volumes. 
Indeed, editor Hermann Gieselbusch had the patience of a saint 
for my pagan work, and so Rowohlt published the first impulse 
{and my last annoyance) Gon cEHT IN Das CHUHEfJ DES 
TEUFELs, even if it was only thirty years later, to the advantage of the 
(new) title. 

Habent sua fata libelli. 


The reader will find notes, source references, bibliography, 
personal and subject indexes at the end of the second volume, 
which concludes the presentation of antiquity. (Cf. p. Q and si 

- according to) the -Beffmnn rule-: Stig's three times, and you fpird 
ge- 

believes} 
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